


TT 


- ay 


ISSUE 36 


ern Mie). 


TE Rels 


SUMMER 1993 


THE 1992 STAR aWARAS 


Judith Yuenger 


The 1992 STAR aWAR&dsS were given out at Media 
West*Con 13. I had asked that, if possible, everyone 
attend in costume and it was nice to see so many 
costumes. The ceremony was held in the Forces of the 
Empire cantina and I want to extend a thank you to 
the members of Forces of the Empire for the use of 
their facilities and all the help they gave us. 

Again this year, the awards came as a surprise to 
everyone. I again wore my Corellian costume to read 
the awards. The awards were handed out this year by 
Debbie Hoyt, dressed as The Emperor. She did an 
excellent job despite being scared to death. See, Deb, 
it wasn’t as bad as you thought! Thanks a bunch! 

We started out by giving special awards to Arwen 
Rosenbaum and Z. P. Florian. Arwen prints up the 
certificates for me and often has to do them at the last 
minute and in spite of threat of severe torture has 
never revealed the winners. Z. P. saved my sanity by 
getting the artwork for the certificates to me when I 
desperately needed it and she got it to me fast! A big 
"thank you" to both of you. 

There were two really interesting moments. The 
first was when the Emperor nearly took the Blue 
Jawa’s (Tina Bentrup) head off when she tried to put 
the medal around her neck and a few minutes later 
when I told Tina there had been a mistake. She 


clutched her certificate and tried to hide! Actually the 
mistake was that particular award was a tie. 

In fact, this will be known as the year of the ties 
and really close contests. Some of these were so tight 
that it wasn’t until the last ballot came in that even I 
knew who the winner was. 

It was suggested after the ceremony that we give 
out Honorable Mentions to those that were so close to 
the winners. I felt this was a good idea and this year 
they will be sent by mail. Next year, however, they will 
be announced along with the winners at MediaWest. 

The Honorable Mentions are being seen here for 
the first time. Hope that you can all join us next year. 






Tina Bentrup with Star Award 








Photo by Tammy Olsen 








1992 STAR aWARdS 


Best SW Zine: A Tremor in the Force #6 (Cheree Cargill, editor) 


Multi-Media Zine (containing SW): Flip of a Coin 15 (Paula Truelove and Jenny McAdams, editors) 


Short Story: 
(tie) 


Medium Story:. 
Long Story: 


Cover Artist: 
(tie) 


Illustrations: 
Poem: 
Miscellaneous: 


Newsletter: 


Cover Artist: 


Short Story: 
Medium Story: 


Long Story: 


"Red Sky at Morning" by Susan Zahn, Flip of a Coin #15 and 
"The Blue Jawa’s Tale" by Tina Bentrup, A Tremor in the Force #6 


"Naked Peril" by Cypher, Flip of a Coin #15 
"Trust Fund” by Barbara Anderson, Flip of a Coin #15 


Mark Fisher, On a Clear Day You Can See Dagobah #6 and 
Wanda Lybarger, A Tremor in the Force #6 (back cover) 


Wanda Lybarger, Flip of a Coin #15 
"True Colors" by Jacqueline Taero,A Tremor in the Force #6 
Wanda Lybarger, cartoons in Flip of a Coin #15 


Bound by the Force (Pat Grant, editor) 


HONORABLE MENTIONS 


(The following were all within 3 points of the winners) 


Barbara Frances Simon, Flip of a Coin #15 
Kirk Taskila, Tales From the Cantina 
Melanie Guttierrez, A Tremor in the Force #6 


"Nothing Serious” by Susan Deborah Smith, A Tremor in the Force #6 
“Father and Son” by Z. P. Florian, A Tremor in the Force #6 


"Presumed Guilty” by Carolyn Golledge, A Tremor in the Force #6 
"For Better or Worse” by Pat Nussman and Jacqueline Taero, A Tremor in the Force #6 


"Alyeska Wild Cards" by Maggie Nowakowska, A Tremor in the Force #6 
"Love and Justice" by Ann Goetz, On a Clear Day You Can See Dagobah #6 























The 1993 MediaWest convention was excellent. 
Most of the panels on SW were very well attended. 
Tammy Olsen videotaped them and sent copies to me 
and Cheree Cargill. Cheree is going to transcribe the 
SW panels and they will appear in SE. I attended two 
parties -- the Rebel breakfast given by Forces of the 
Empire and the SE get together. Both of them were 
held in rooms and there were so many people at each 
of them that you couldn’t move in the room and the 
parties spilled out into the hallway. Again this year, I 
believe the SW contingent was the largest group there. 

Maggie Nowakowska is compiling a history of SW 
fans. She would like people to list the year they got 
into SW and a little blurb about how they got into it, 

what they were doing, etc. If anyone is interested in 
this, her address is 2330 Federal Avenue East, Seattle, 
WA 98102. She’d love to hear from all SW fans. 

The convention filled early and I would suggest that 
anyone who plans on attending in 1994 get their mem- 
bership in NOW and also call the hotel NOW and get 
a room. Both memberships and rooms were selling 
like hotcakes. 

They had some beautiful things in the artroom but 
again I disliked their policy of anything with two bids 
going to auction. In my opinion, the auction is over 
long, boring and forces the prices too high. I won’t bid 
on anything that has already been bid on. I won't 
spend hours sitting in the auction room. There’s too 
many other things I'd much rather be doing. I did not 
attend the skits but judging from the laughter, they 
must have been pretty good. The masquerade was very 
disappointing -- only 8 entrants and I saw much better 
costumes in the halls. 

Cheryl Pryor, Lin Ward, Debbie Kittle and Z. P. 
Florian set up a SW doll display in the art room that 
was the greatest! They had Luke on Tatooine, the 
awards ceremony from ANH, Lando on Bespin, etc. 
Caused a lot of talk. Next year this probably will be 
set up in the Forces of the Empire cantina. It was very 
well done and these girls deserve a reward for a job 
well done. 


MediaWest*Con 13 Report 


Judith Yuenger 


The dealers had to stand in line to get tables for 
next year and the tables were going very fast. Cheree 
Cargill told me that when she got to the head of the 
line, they told her that they only had 3 tables left and 
there were still at least 20-30 people in line yet! They 
at first talked about a lottery but later decided to limit 
everyone to a single table and maybe do a little moving 
around to accommodate them all. That may mean the 
aisles are a little smaller next year but hopefully not 
too much. 

After the con, I was amazed at how many people 
stayed over and left on Tuesday morning. We all sat 
down in the lobby and talked and talked. During the 
con, there is so much going on that you really don’t 
have the time to sit and talk to the people you would 
like to talk to. After I got home, I got on my 
computer network with a bunch of the SW people and 
somebody said, "Why is it that 5 days at MediaWest go 
by like 5 minutes and 5 minutes at work seem like 5 
days?" How true! 

SW zines that made their debut at MWC 13 (see 
ads for ordering info): 

A Tremor in the Force #7, Cheree Cargill, editor. 

Bright Center of the Universe #3, Ming Wathne, 
editor. 

Imperium #3, Arwen Rosenbaum, editor. 

Jandra, a SW story by Lucy Rhonur. 

There were several multi-media zines containing SW as 
well as Alliance and Empire #1, which debuted at 
Revelcon. 

Also, I am doing a minizine which is at this 
moment unnamed. It will be available just for the cost 
of the paper. It will contain a listing of SW and mullti- 
media zines containing SW and contain a list of the 
stories contained therein and a brief synopsis. The 
thing so far contains almost 500 zines and Ming 
Wathne will be adding those I don’t have to it. If 
you’re making use of the Corellian Archives or want to 
buy old zines, this listing will help you. 








EDITOR’S PAGE 


Another Great Year at MediaWest! 


What a great convention this year’s MediaWestCon 
was! I seem to have spent the entire con running from 
one event to another and hardly even having time to 
run my dealer’s table! Next year promises to be even 
more hectic. I know there were other fandoms repre- 
sented at the con but it seemed to be solely a SW con! 
Who said this fandom was dead?! If at all possible, 
join us next year in Lansing! 

Judith Yuenger, in her comments just prior to this 
article, mentioned that memberships and hotel rooms 
are selling like hotcakes. As of August 1, when this 
article was written, I was informed that all the rooms 
at the Holiday Inn are sold out. 

Because all the régular rooms sold out so quickly 
and because I didn’t get one!, Randy and I decided to 
contact Lori Chapek-Carlton (who was handling the 
suite arrangements at the hotel) to see if we could get 
a suite to serve as a base for the SE group. I’m happy 
to say that this has been arranged, so watch for the 
Southern Enclave Hospitality Suite at the 1994 con. 
The annual SE get together will be held there and will 
afford us a lot more room than we had at this year’s 
party, which was wall-to-wall people in the room and 
spilled out into the hall! We will be there Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday nights and will check out by noon 
on Monday, but hopefully that will give us a place for 
chatting, visiting, and watching the Saga. I may also 
deal out of the room, although I’ve also got a table in 
the dealer’s room. Plans will start to solidify as the 
convention approaches. 

This issue of SE is massive! It’s late because of all 
the LoCs that poured in and the time it took to type 
them. My thanks to everyone who sent MWC photos! 
I will run as many as possible in this issue and will be 
printing more in upcoming issues. I had also hoped to 
include a transcript of the "State of the Union" panel 
but it was too long and I hadn’t finished typing it by 
the time this issue had to go out! So, hopefully, it will 
be featured next issue. 

Special thanks to Tammy Olsen for videotaping 
several of the panels at MWC and for sending me a 
copy of the tape. What a delight it is to watch the tape 


and relive the fun of the convention! 

Now, on to other matters... 

If you have written to me or ordered a zine, please 
be patient. My backlog of mail is generally about four 
weeks behind. That is, if you write me on May 1 
ordering a zine, please give me until around June 1 or 
so to get it to you. Remember -- believe it or not! -- 
fandom is just a hobby for me, too. Besides the 
fannish things I do, I also work a full time job in a 
busy law office as well as having an extremely active 
6-year-old daughter, a husband, two dogs, and a home 
to take care of. So, please allow me 4-6 weeks to 
answer before you get panicky and start sending me 
hysterical/angry follow up letters demanding your zine. 
Patience, please! 

And now it’s time for my annual "Length of the 
LoCs" comments. I know you all have a lot to say, but 
please, try to limit your LoCs to no longer than 3-4 
typewritten pages. Some of you are getting carried 
away and doing twice that much. Also, may I please 
ask you to severely limit or delete altogether the quo- 
tations from books, magazine articles, song lyrics, etc. 
They take up valuable space and increase the length of 
the zine, the cost of the zine, and the time it takes to 
type the zine. And remember that comments should 
relate to SW. Although we have myriad interests, if 
you want to discuss sf movies, comics, music, politics, 
religion, philosophy, and the Meaning of Life As We 
Know It with one another -- unless it directly pertains to 
Star Wars -- I ask that you do it privately. I’ve already 
had to edit LoCs in this issue due to length and com- 
ments that were too far off the beaten path. No one 
was singled out so if you find parts of your LoC edited 
out, please know that it wasn’t an editorial vendetta 
against you personally, but was out of necessity to keep 
SE to a reasonable size. Thanks for your cooperation! 

Finally, our thoughts and prayers go to all the folks 
in the Mississippi/Missouri flood areas. If you have 
experienced any hardships or know of another fan who 
has because of this massive natural disaster, please let 
us know. Perhaps there is something the rest of us can 
do to help you! 








Advertising Rate Notice 


As you know, for years my policy has been to offer 
free zine listings in SE. I have also run flyers at my 
own expense. However, with the proliferation of new 
zines, it has become more and more of a financial 
burden. Therefore, beginning with the next issue, SE 
will instigate a new advertising policy. Listings in the 
ad section are still free. However, if you want to run 
a full page or half page ad, there will be a charge. 
Half pages will be $5.00 per issue. Full page ads will 
be $7.50 per ad or you may supply me with 75-100 
flyers and I will insert them in the zine. You must 


NON SEQUITUR 


supply camera-ready copy in either case, actual size 
and ready for paste-down. Thanks for your 
cooperation. 


A Sad Note 


I was informed on August 8, 1993, that long-time 
fan Kathy Hintze had died of cancer. Sincerest 
condolences go out to her family and friends. If 
anyone has any information they would like to share, 
let me know and I will run it in the next issue. 
Thanks. 





Editor and Publisher: 


Cheree T. Cargill 
457 Meadowhill Drive 
Garland, TX 75043 


Subscription Price: $7.00 single issue, $21.00 for 3 
issues or $28.00 for a year. Please specify issue starting 
number. Back issues available for $2.00 each. Back 
issues available: 23-25, 26, 28 30, 32-35. All others are 
sold out. NOTE: 16-18 and 21 available for 50¢ until 
January 1, 1994. After that, they’re history! 


Deadline for #37 -- October 1, 1993 


SOUTHERN ENCLAVE is a non-profit amateur 
publication, is published quarterly by Falcon Press and 
is (c) 1993 by Cheree T. Cargill. This copyright is in 
no way intended to infringe on any legally existing 
copyrights held by any person or corporate entity. All 
rights revert to the originator upon publication. 
Opinions expressed herein are those of the speaker and 
not necessarily those of SE. SE takes no responsibility 
for any product or service advertised in the Mos Eisley 
Marketplace or in any insert or flyer presented herein. 


Submissions received later than seven (7) days after 
deadline will not be published in the current issue. 








CREW ROSTER 


Anette Gisela Maria (it’s not my fault) Steyn 
Birthdate: November 24, 1958 (10 min. past 
midnight on a rainy Monday morning) 
(Chinese Year of the Wooden Dog) 


Place of Birth: Duisberg-Ruhrort (state of 
Nordrhein-Westfalen; Germany) 


Sex: _ ‘Preferably with H. Ford or Jameson 
Parker; other males: please inquire 
about daily conditions 


Height: 5’8-3/4" Weight: Usually about 135 Ib. 


Color of Hair: Dagobah mud ‘(very dark blonde, 
almost brunette) 


Color of Eyes: Gray (with a bluish tinge) 
Classification: Vaguely human. 


Genetic Scan: German (abt. 6/16), Dutch (7/16), 
Belgian (2/16), Indonesian (1/16) - 
and all Corellian 

Occupation: Daytime: Executive secretary for a 

large refractories manufacturer. 

Nighttime: Sticking up filling stations 

and dealing with Kessel spice. 

Marital Status: None whatsoever 

Interests: Fannish: SW, Simon & Simon, Indy 

and HF in general. Non-fannish: 

Horses and everything connected with 

them; animals in general (and I do 

like snakes (Indy...where are you? 

Come back here!); reading; writing; 

traveling; drawing/painting. 


(Fannish) Skeleton 

in the Closet: I did watch Battlestar: Galactica when 
it was on. 

I'm German (that explains every- 
thing). 


Best Excuse: 


LETTERS 

Barbara Anderson ........ 0.0. cess eee weee $7 
Tina Bentrup: ¢i-56sa4 ween Peco ae ee ee eS 64 
Tim Blaes. 3:66 2 ecssesia ete eee ae awe 43 
Catriona Campbell... 0... 2... eee eee eee 68 
Catherine Churko ......... 0 cece cece eeaee 63 
Gerald Crotty .. 0.0.0... ccc cece ee eee eee 59 
Fiorenzo Delle Rupi ........-..-0 eee e eee 31 
Zc PEPIOPAN. 1030 855. seen 4 as ee Hae eRe 22 
Mary Jo Fox ........ 0. cece eee cece eens 39 
Yvette Ghilan 2.6... eee eee eee ee eee 42 
Carolyn Golledge ... 0... 0... cece eee eeeee 45 
Brian Harris .:..05.05.0i000 wates ste ee ee a os 72 
Debbie Kittle .... 0.2... ec ccc ewe eee 31 
Wanda Lybarger ........ 0.0 ce cece ee eens 23 
Michelle Malkin ............ 000 e cece e ees 67 
Jennifer Moore .......----2- ee ee cece eens 39 
Maggie Nowakowska ..........0eeeceeeeee 47 
Cheryl Pryor ...... 0. ccc cee eee cece 54 
Tammy Olsen ......... 0c cece eee ee ene 36 
Marti Schuller ....... 20.0... 0. e eee ween 28 
AcGe Steyn ai caceeek dele nites AA eee ar eare 24 
Jacqueline Taero ...... 2... ee eee eee eee 18 
Louise Turner ........ 0.0.20 cece cere ee ene 61 
Ming Wathne ......... 00... eee eee ee eee 19 
Matthew Whitney ......... 0... c eee ee eee 38 
Veronica Wilson .......... 0.00 cece eens 34 
ART CREDITS 

Cheree Cargill .. 0.0... 0.0... eee eee eee 39, 63 
Gerald Crotty ..... 0... cece eee eee eee 41 
Zi Ps FIO aM seg 5 ehh ese sia ete a anos wae 38 
Judith Low ....... cee ee eee eee mastheads 
A GeSteynt ese Sie eccenteeate dashes iA auein es em 28 
THANKS TO... 


Tammy Olsen, Nora Mayers, Debbie Kittle and Arwen 
Rosenbaum for sending the photos from MediaWest. 
Photo credits are marked beside picture. 


Barbara Anderson, Debbie Kittle, Maggie Nowakowska 
and everyone else who sent clippings. We’ll try to run 
them as soon as we have room. 











CONGRATULATIONS TO ... 
Kathy Agel for Fan Q Awards for Remote Control 
#2 and as Editor of the Year! And a big Congrats to 
all the SE’ers who are Star Awards winners! 
Martha Wells on the publication of her first book, 
The Element of Fire. It’s in hardback from Tor Books 


and is great! Look for it at your local book store and, 
if they don’t have.it, ask them to order it! 


GET WELL SOON TO ... 


Carolyn Golledge and Ming Wathne, who are both 
under the weather. 


ERRATA 


From: Cheree Cargill 





Desperately seeking an address for Carol Moffat of 
England. I need to contact her and can’t find her 
address anywhere!! Help!! 


From: Barbara Anderson 





Look for the West End Games SW Galaxy Guide 
#9, Fragments From the Rim. What a marvelous 
collection of background "stuff" in the SW universe, a 
veritable treasure trove for writers. There’s 
descriptions of bars, drinks, musical groups, news 
agencies, slang, crime lords, merchant guilds, 
businesses and corporations, etc. 


ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY... 


Southern Enclave #4, June 1984. 60 pp., triple columns 
reduced. 


Articles: "Some Revolutionary Thoughts” by Sandra 
Necchi, concerning the realities of a revolution. "Now 
You're Getting Nasty, or Will the Real Obi-Wan 
Kenobi Please Stand Up?" by Marcia Brin, the first 


BULLETIN BOARD 


Ben-bashing article. "Return of the Hero’s Hero” by 
Jean L. Stevenson, a look at C3PO’s role in the Saga. 
"World Premiere of the Jedi” by Sally Smith, on seeing 
ROTI opening day. 


Misc.: Review of Outland Chronicles #1 by Sandra 
Necchi. Fan Profile feature begun with Cheree Cargill. 
Consumer complaints against Candace Wiggins, Jani 
Hicks and Ronni Sacksteder for “taking the money and 
running." Church of Ford/Cathedral of Luke fan war 
in full swing and Cheree writes editorial to please tone 
it down. 


LoCers: Kathy Agel, Rose Arnold, Terri Black, Tim 
Blaes, Barbara Brayton, Marcia Brin, Danaline Bryant, 
Melody Corbett, Karen Finch, Debbie Gilbert, Liz 
Gootjes, Susan Henderson, Jeanine Hennig, Marlene 
Karkoska, Bev Lorenstein, Michelle Malkin, Lucy 
Nash, Sandra Necchi, Pat Nussman, Carol Peters, 
Carole Regine, Liz Sharpe, Jean L. Stevenson, Barbara 
Tennison, Mary Urhausen, and Ann Wortham. 


Art_by: Danaline Bryant, Cheree Cargill, Jeanine 
Hennig, Carol Peters, and Cheri Tripp. 


Zines In Print: A Tremor in the Force #1, Combining 
Forces #3, Contraband #2, Double-Edged Sword (B7), 
Fantazy #1, Far Realms #6, Field Studies #1, Flip of A 
Coin #3, Green Harvest (ad zine), Guardian #4 & 5, 
Harrison Ford Fun Book, Jedistardarkfalconknight, 
Kessel Run #2 & 3, Melange #2, On the Mark, Outland 
Chronicles #1 & 2, Scoundrel, Shooting Star #1 & 2, 
Skywalker #5, The Old Republic Reader, Wookiee 
Commode #1, and VHF-The Complete Book of Lyrics 
(Martie Benedict’s filks). Coming Soon: A Tremor in 
the Force #2, Circle of Light #1, Collected Circle of 
Fire, Deceptive Journey, Errantry #2, Guardian #6, 
Kessel Run #4, Knight’s Lady, or The Steed’s Tale 
(Knight Rider), Legends of Light #2, Melange #3, Once 
Upon a Galaxy, Perceptions, The Millennium Falcon 
Casebook, Xanadu. Other: Several zine sales and 
auctions, people looking for used zines, solicitations for 
Walk of Fame Star for Harrison Ford and Leonard 
Nimoy, ROTJ pens, stationery, bumper stickers for 
sale, VHF tapes from Martie Benedict, and ad for 
Mark Hamill Society of the U.K. 
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winequesoy uamiy Aq oj0ug 


A Look at This Year’s MediaWest*Con 


Kathy Agel on the GEnie computer 


Chary! Perry and Cheryl Pryor (background) 
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Carol Hines-Stoede 


Photo by Cheree Cargil 


Maggie Nowakowska 
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EMPIRECON 


First Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Italian Media Con 
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Perugia, April 23-25 1994 
The Force summons you... 


Information: CLOUD CITY, casella postale 771 AA/PP. 06100, Perugia, Italy 








A Publication For Tis 
of the Scar Wars Sagas 


First Issue Available os 1993! 





Reainge Card Guide and Review 
Editrials, Fiction, Original Artwork 


and More! 


Blue Harvest will be 
accepting articles, 
fiction, opinions and art 
from Star Wars fans 
worldwide! For info 
on submission, 
subscription or 
advertising rates, write 
to: | 
Blue Harvest 

“PS. Ba Jo Fox 








Vienna, VA, 22181 


OF: Domes Teitel rams 20. BoA 138 46% Chicago, TL Goel3~ 46% 
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Dear Friends: 


Welcome to a n¢w Star Wars fan club. "Woices Of The Force" is a letter of 
comment formatted newsletter that will bring the ideas and opinions of fans to 
fans. LoC's may cover any aspect of Star Wars and/or the stars thereof, must 
be tastefully written(PG rated, please), and legible. 


Dues will be paid annually in January. U.S. and Canadian members pay 
$12, overscas members $15 (please use international or postal money orders. 
No reply coupons, please. All members receive four (4) issues of "Voices" 
per year Wanuary, April, July and October). 


"Voices" is a non-profit publication, dedicated to maintaining 
communication between Star Wars fans. 


Please make all checks or money orders payable to: Debbie Stoy, 1400S 
Hollow Cove Road, Florence, S.C. 29501 U.S.A. 


DOOOOOOS0C0OSOO0OsCOO gees 000 


INGPG seit asacnitacencintedusia vanitaarasentaueeisianuetoge ees 
PAGES vv tcetsisdedaasinmercsepeiancaeredioncaseouasced 
Nef oatesiescc dot ar ventana sees Ste asin ZI Bea 
Di victtaveeneesuss Enclosed for ........... membership(s). 


Would you like your name placed on a list of pen pals? If so, please tell us a 
little about yourself: 


PROC OHEESEEHESOHE HEHE HESS SHEE HEHE HOHE SHEEHEEHESEEHEEESOHHEHEEEHESHEEEEAHEHEEHEHEDERESSEEHEH HH TRHSHESEEOHEHHEEHOHESHHEHES 


CORSO HSEHHOLEHH HEHE OEE SEHS HOSE SEES EEEE HEHEHE EHEHOEOHH OHH HAAEOHEHOSEHSESEHOHEHHEHHEHEHEHSEHHEEOHEHESESEESEEHEHOHOEE 


1f you join before September 15th you will receive the first issue (October 1993) free 
with your 1994 membership. Greatly needed are submissions for the first issue of "Voices" 
so Please send them in before the September 15th deadline. 
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Jacqueline Taero 
Terra, Sol System 
Milky Way, Known Universe 


Does the SW universe have lawyers? The reason 
I ask is because in our own culture, the first thing an 
injured party does is sue the pants off everyone in 
sight. Consider the potential for litigation following 
Alderaan’s destruction. An ambulance-chaser’s 
delight. Who would be legally culpable? (I know, I 
know, acts of war and all that -- but a good attorney 
can make an airtight excuse look like a piece of Swiss 
cheese. Surely there would be a loophole or two to 
exploit.) Would the New Republic have to spend 
years tidying up the legal mess left behind by the 
Empire? What would happen to off-world holdings of 
individual Alderaani? Would any and/or all surviving 
Alderaani have equal claim to them? What about 
holdings which belonged to the government of 
Alderaan? Who gets those, assuming the Empire 
hasn’t squandered the proceeds in the meantime? 

"The son of Skywalker must not become a Jedi." 
Something about the phrasing of that statement has 
always seemed significant to me. Personally, I’ve 
always been fond of the concept that Darth might not 
remember being Anakin (amnesia, mind block, Force- 
tampering, whatever) until the Emperor’s use of that 
fatal phrasing triggers the suppressed memory. 
There’s a delicious irony in the notion of the Emperor 
literally bringing about his own downfall in such a 
fashion. 

Artists: What types of art do you see existing in 
the SW universe? Granted, the films provide 
situations where a blaster is more likely to be useful 
than a sketchpad, so we don’t have much firsthand 
evidence to work from, but I’m curious as to what 
artists think the work, tools, and techniques of their 
SW-universe counterparts might be. Is everything 
computer-generated? Are oils and watercolors lost 
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arts? What about sculpture? Is light an integral part 
of design, a la some of the apparently artistic pieces 
(well, they don’t appear to have a functional purpose) 
we see on Bespin? 

Louise Turner: Thank you! I’ve long thought the 
SW Empire had a lot more parallels to the ancient 
Roman Empire than any other this-world entity, but 
the notion generally fell on deaf ears. (However, 
considering historical precedent, does this suggest that 
a subsequent Dark Ages is inevitable?) Also agree 
with your assessment that racism is probably rife -- 
and, in a SW universe, racism and sexism have a third 
ugly sibling known as xenophobia. We already know 
that prejudice against aliens and droids is widespread 
-- witness the Imperial referring to Chewbacca as "that 
thing” and the bartender in Mos Eisley refusing 
admittance to Threepio and Artoo -- so it seems all 
too likely that racism and sexism also exist. 

Tim Blaes: I have no idea why fandom prefers a 
sterile Luke. Even assuming that he ultimately has no 
children, who is to say that the reason lies with Luke? 
Perhaps his chosen female is sterile, or genetically 
incompatible for purposes of reproduction. 

Nora Mayers: What do I think of Han’s character 
change in ROTJ? Er, I can’t use the language that 
would be necessary to adequately convey my opinion; 
this is a PG-rated publication. Personally, I would 
have rather seen the character killed off, going out in 
a blaze of glory, than see him turn into a bumbling 
fool. Your explanation -- carbon freeze trauma -- is 
the only way I can see to explain it. And why the 
Alliance would have entrusted a generalship to a man 
in that condition is a question I’ve been asking ever 
since I first saw the film -- haven’t found an answer 
yet and don’t expect to find one in the foreseeable 
future. Surely an organization the size of the Alliance 
would have a pool of qualified candidates who weren’t 
suffering from brain-burn and who hadn’t been absent 
for a period of months (or was it years?). If making 


space-case Solo a general is an example of the 
decision-making capacity of Alliance leadership, how 
in the name of all that’s holy did they ever manage to 
win the war? 

Cheryl Pryor: Who polishes Darth’s helmet? A 
droid, of course. Darth falling into a volcano has 
always sounded far-fetched to me, too. You’d have to 
be rather clumsy to do such a thing, and this is not a 
clumsy man. Ruthless, yes; clumsy, no. (In fact, 
Darth rather disapproves of clumsiness, as I recall, 
ranking it second only to stupidity.) The only way I 
can see such a thing happening would be if Darth 
happened to be in a vehicle which lost power and 
went careening into the crater. But we’re supposed to 
believe that Darth tumbling off the edge was the 
grand finale in the infamous Last Duel? Why were he 
and Kenobi in such a location, anyway? (“Lightsabers 
at twenty paces, Kenobi. I'll meet you at dawn at the 
mouth of the active volcano..." Come on.) 

If this is just another of Kenobi’s tall tales, what 
really happened that he’s trying to cover up? Did 
Kenobi resort to the Emperor’s zapping tactics, frying 
poor Darth to a crisp? Was the cover story his or did 
it come from Darth, who, perhaps unwilling to admit 
how he’d been bested, crawled to the nearest infirm- 
ary with a tale of falling into a volcano? ((Ed: What 
if they were having a “wizards duel" and throwing Force 
spells at each other with a fury, causing earthquakes and 
tornados and the ground to open up and spew lava?)) 

Twenty Questions Revisited: Is Leia Organa going 
to breast-feed the twins? If Alliance bases or ruins 
thereof are preserved and opened as tourist attrac- 
tions, will Lando Calrissian find a way to get a cut of 
the action? And -- one more time -- what happens to 
the New Republic when no "peace dividend" is forth- 
coming, taxes go up because half of the galaxy needs 
rebuilding, the dismantling of the Imperial military- 
industrial complex causes economic chaos, everybody 
and his neighbor start fighting each other as centuries- 
old disputes are revived, and the droids start asking 
why suffering should be their lot in life? 

Lastly, it is my observation that the human race 
thrives on rumors. I see no reason for things to be 
any different in far away galaxies. So -- what stories 
would headline the tabloids at any given point in the 
Saga? “Leia Organa Gives Birth to Wookiee Trip- 
lets!" and "Emperor Visited by Elvis Presley’s Ghost!" 
are the obvious ones, of course, but we might as well 
have some fun while we’re waiting for that mythical 
next SW film... "Best SW Tabloid Headlines" contest, 
anyone? 
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Ming Wathne 
437 Via Roma 
Santa Barbara, CA 93110 


April 19, 1993 


Cheree: I don’t know whether to kiss you or 
strangle you. Great plans to take BC#3 to the 
printers the afternoon SE#35 arrived. Well, didn’t 
get to the printer! 

Decided I better get this off right away, or I will be 
missing again. When I break my own rules, I pay for 
it. 

Glad to see Sharon Saye on the reviews. We need 
this to keep us current. Hey, Cheree, do modems 
have spell checkers, or would everyone have to figure 
out the foreign language I use when I don’t have one? 
((Ed: Sorry, Ming, you’d be on your own. A modem is 
just a telecommunications device, like a telephone or fax 
machine.)) : 

Got somewhat of a kick out of the Barron SW 
project. "Helped shape the child or teenager in 1977". 
Hey, lady, I had 2 grown sons by then. 

And on the age bit -- Cheree, congrats on the #40. 
Now the race really starts. And by the by, as long as 
we are talking about the age bit (I know I am, not 
you), a bit of the other side of the story on the Old 
Indy in The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles. 1 think 
they did a very poor job on him, but he does seem to 
be improving a bit, but Indiana Jones would never just 
fade into the sunset! He would either go out com- 
pletely bed-ridden and unconscious, or the Grim 
Reaper would forcibly have to drag him away kicking 
and screaming. As for youngsters getting bored at his 
retelling his old stories, have you any idea how mind- 
numbing it is to listen to very young adults go on 
about their trials and tribulations in their love and 
work life? The probable difference is the oldsters 
have been where the youngster are today and there- 
fore have a bit more sympathy for the young. 

What is this Lucas says, "There may be another SW 
in the next 5 years or so"? Where have we heard that 
before! (Article on page 16). 

And as for the SW story reference you allude to, 
Cheree, there is already the early notes in the making. 
Maggie N. is planning to try and get a history 
together. Judith Yuenger already has the seeds of an 
author-story listing. Cheree is trying or planning to 
get the thing into a format and I have opened my 
mouth and said I would set the thing up to print and 
distribute. But we need help! If you read a zine, keep 
a notebook at hand, jot down the zine name, 


publishing year, author’s name and a tiny summary of 
what the story is about. If we get enough info, we can 
get this thing going. Just as a reminder of what this 
undertaking represents, how many zines do you think 
are lined up on a 30 foot shelf and how many stories 
does that represent? One whole hell of a lot! Three 
or four people cannot do it alone. ((Ed: Ming, I 
don’t think it’s really gone beyond the discussion stage 
just yet. As I said, I’m waiting for a computer with 
enough memory to handle the database software we'll 
need, not to mention the files themselves! However, 
we're about to get brand new PC's here at the office and 
I may try to get it started here, providing I have the time. 
Sheesh--just like I don’t already have enough to do!! Me 
and my big mouth!)) 

Z. P. Florian: The law and smuggling and spice 
and Han Solo -- Solo is a smuggler! He carries a 
weapon and uses it in a universe that apparently did 
carry and use weapons rather freely. As for what 
spice was, a habituating drug or simply some rare or 
expensive item that people would pay enormous sums 
for. We don’t know. I tend to think the latter. If it 
seems unlikely, look up the history of nutmeg. 

As for Luke killing Vader -- I think this is much 
like a boss and the executive secretary. Palpatine 
apparently kept himself rather isolated and let Vader 
and his other admirals and grand moffs actually do 
the dirty work. Both Ben and Yoda knew Luke was 
no match for the Emperor. (It was Vader who finally 
killed the Emperor.) Looking at the development of 
the stories, it would be obvious that cutting off the 
Imperial lieutenants was the original plan. Without 
Vader, Tarkin and the old bas-- (oops!) would be 
isolated and then would be vulnerable. 

As for why Luke was called Skywalker? When do 
we actually know this? Was it when Luke burst into 
Leia’s cell? If so, is it unreasonable to think that up 
until the ride to Mos Eisley, Luke was called Lars, 


and only learned the Skywalker name from Ben, and 


then decided to use it? 

Nora Mayers: As for the Han character in ROTI, 
I tend to agree it is not as good as in the other pics, 
but I have to laugh at your example. It is much like 
the kid yelling at his mom not to forget to lock up as 
she leaves the house with the keys in her hand. Han’s 
“hey, it’s me" translates into "okay, junior, I know what 
I'm doing.” But your idea of the writers trying to 
draw the story back to the original premise is valid. 

Carolyn Golledge: Well, as we tend to think alike 
in many ways, I can’t say much about what you say, 
except if you think you trash Han, you should read 
some of the very early stories. 
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Anne-Virginie Dutech: Aw, come on now, you 
multi-language people, have a little pity on us mono- 
language people. Of course, my man manages four 
languages with fluency, two marginally, and two others 
smatteringly, so I am subject to hearing quite a lot. 
You get to be a damned good people watcher that 
way. As for the cybernetic limbs and such reference 
to Maggie, if the cybernetics are attached to human 
physiology, they are going to be limited to what the 
human physiology can do. The point of strength must 
be the anchorage, or the anchorage is torn out or 
destroyed. 

Gerald Crotty: As for the Biggs scenes -- general 
talk is they were shot, but were not considered 
necessary to the pic and therefore they ended up on 
the cutting room floor. I find the letterbox 
controversy hilarious. In the early days for movies on 
television, the letterbox was quite common for the 
wide screen productions. It was welcomed like a case 
of smallpox and was dropped. What is the saying that 
there is nothing new in the universe? 

Catherine Churko: As this is not a political zine, 
I will not comment on the political pic but (grump! 
grump! grumble! grumble!), I remember what it was 
like before the 20 years you remember. (And, yes, 
Cheree, there is an El Nifo, and it is playing hell with 
our weather along the coast.) 

Tim _Blaes: Well, there seems to be enough 
interest in the, er, shall we say steamy-seamy -- 
whatever you want to call it -- stories, so why doesn’t 
someone get them all together and do it? It would be 
a trial to see how Lucas would react (I don’t think he 
gives a damn anymore). And if these stories are kept 
to one type of zine and not mixed with the other 
published material, I cannot see where the problem is. 
I have about five of these underground zines in my 
collection. The basic is mostly so poorly done in story 
material, it’s not worth the effort to read it. As the 
only thing it has going for it is sex (I know it is 
supposed to make the world go round), story value is 
almost completely lost in 98% of this stuff. Like you 
say about the Batman serial, this gets “boring.” 

Maggie Nowakowska: Well, Maggie, you and I are 
probably never going to agree on what a heroic or 
strong charactered woman is. Part of the trouble is 
women themselves have trouble describing a strong 
female character. We have little trouble outlining 
what we think of in males. It stays fairly close to what 
nature intended, but with females, what nature 
intended and what society or culture perceive as 
desirable, can be several different things. The fact is 
we react probably on an unconscious level to what 





nature intended (physiologists and psychologists are 
struggling to try and figure out this one). For years, 
differences were blamed on heredity, then social 
conditining, now both of these scientific fields are 
having a great time trying to figure out if we are 
marked from the time of conception in our sexual 
ideals! Nice little problem that. 

Fiorenzo Delle Rupi: What did Anakin do to as 
a last step into the Dark Side? What is likely to 
happen to any charming, somewhat arrogant kid who 
thinks he has all the answers, and that his more 
cautious teachers don’t know anything, or are 
unwilling to see. Communism is a perfect example of 
what happens when what could be a good idea got out 
of hand. He saw a society falling apart, and wanted to 
change it. He just chose the wrong leader, and by the 
time he realized it, he had gone too far and could not 
go back. 

A. G. Steyn: If you are going to be in San Diego, 
give me a call, unless you are there when WorldCon 
is in session. I will be at the con. For once, it is my 
part of the country. I cannot agree there is a 
tendency to see only one type of hero, etc. That is the 
reader’s conception. Editors, regardless of how much 
they personally like or dislike a story, have a problem. 
Will the readers buy the zine? Personal bias is an 
editor’s cross. Do I not want this story because it is 
something I personally do not like it, or because it is 
a story my readers will not like? As an editor, I will 
generally try anything once, but I am also wise enough 
to realize that if I want my zines to sell, I cannot 
afford to antagonize too many of my readers. The 
situation really boils down to this. My readers do not 
tell me what to print. I will print what J want. But I 
do not tell them what they can buy, and a garage full 
of zines that never sell are not doing anyone any 
good. As far as material being canon, and what read- 
ers want and what is printed, that also depends on 
what an individual editor will work with. From a per- 
sonal point, I will generally try for the different and 
unusual, but if it does not fly, I will not try and force 
it down someone’s neck. 

As for the made up name, ah-ha, you hit my "let’s 
change it" button. I detest radio (why not communi- 
cator?), x-ray (scan is better), and don’t tell me it is 
not! I ama registered Radiographer. Sano instead of 
bathroom (actually sano is much more descriptive). 
Cool box rather than refrigerator. I am not hot on 
made up names, but I do prefer generic rather like 
the aforesaid examples. And, yes, Luke does look a 
lot like his aunt, and we are never told exactly how he 
is connected to the Lars family. 
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Louise Turner: Glad to see so many European 
fans now represented in SE. It is great to know there 
are other countries that still enjoy SW. It was 3 years 
ago that I blackmailed Judith Yuenger into starting to 
get the awards together. It was at that time we all 
realized the main trouble with SW was we were be- 
coming a lot of tiny groups dying on the vine. With 
mighty efforts on all sides, we are showing that is not 
so. The chain reaction has been beautiful. As for the 
male-female thing, you have not been in SE long 
enough to mix it up with me. Politically correct, I am 
not, but I do love the challenge of ideas. 

Catriona Campbell: As for how Han would react 
to Luke’s return to the fold. Well, my Han would 
probably have decked the kid and then called it quits. 
Jedi or not, Luke would probably not be able to see 
it coming and would probably have realized Han 
needed to get it out of his system. And by all means, 
get your zine going. There is nothing like tiptoeing 
into a puddle and then finding yourself in up to your 
eyes. It is great fun. And the more zines, the better. 
The cross-universe stories go from really great to just 
so bad they are beyond terrible. I think my favorite is 
where Mark, Carrie and Harrison are kidnapped by 
Darth Vader under the impression they are Luke, 
Leia and Han. It is great fun as Harrison tries to get 
a ship out of the star destroyer in an escape attempt, 
but it is also somewhat frightening. 

Matthew Whitney: Well, I already touched on the 
Skywalker name thing so enough of that, and your 
ideas about Owen fit very well with mine. As for the 
editors/authors thing, hey, most editors are authors, 
too, so the knife can cut both ways if one gets too 
uppity about it. It was exactly that, a discussion on 
how to make things work better for everyone. 

Cheryl Pryor: Well, lady, how do you think the 
writers got to be as good as they are? That is because 
somewhere, someone took a story that was maybe not 
the cream of the crop, and tried to guide the new 
author, and the new author got feedback from LoCs 
that helped him or her to improve for the next story. 


That’s why we need LoCs. 
Mary Jo Fox: Plane terror! Try dropping a 


thouand feet in 3 seconds, quite unexpectedly. Lucky 
we were all strapped in. Only the lady in front of me 
went flying without wings. She did get a bump on the 
head but nothing serious. 

Jennifer Moore: Yes, there are some authors that 
are accepted sight unseen, but they are few in number, 
and they are still likely to be edited, mostly for typos 
and such. And any editor in their right mind will seek 
out information from any source, author or another 





Se he ee ee eS 


editor. You might not decide to use information, but 
sometimes outside info can give you a different look 
at a problem. As for what gets edited, that depends 
on the editor. And, as for the student/mentor 
relationship, of course, it is there. New authors 
sometimes need a lot of help with their ideas, and 
sometimes more established authors do also. 

Lisa Cowan: Cloud City is a nice little zine. They 
did a great job and the illos are great. 

Debbie Kittle: Well, in this little back water of the 
universe, we do not get the Sci-Fi Channel. And I 
like Simon McCorkindale also, but like most of the 

d material out there, you have to stay up until 
daylight to get anything good. 

Enough, Cheree. I tried to make up for a dozen 
zines in this. Edit to your heart’s content. 


Ewok Petts 


Z. P. Florian 
6214 Waterway 
Falls Church, VA 22044 


A great big fat welcome to Sharon Saye! Boy, was 
I missing your zine reviews in the past years! You 
may not believe it, but I kept re-reading your com- 
ments in WC everytime I got a little money stashed 
away to buy older zines. Never made a bad choice 
yet. Thank you. I hope you'll be a regular feature of 
SE from now on. 

I swear I’m trying to be short this time. Honest. 

Carolyn Golledge: I loved your Solo-background! 
And, hey, reality is still a lot worse than fanlit 
trashing. Florida tourist murders, World Trade 
Center bombing, Bosnia, to name but a few. Plus, it 
is obvious that, apart from whatever Darkside feelings 
one enjoys reading a trash-Han-again! story, the best 
of it is how he takes it, how he reacts, how he 
triumphs over the worst kind of situation. 

Tammy Olsen: Yes, in the SW novel Luke does 
get his fingers smashed, and in the picture book there 
is a photo of it, but I’ve never seen a movie cut with 
this part in it. On the other hand, I think I've seen 
one or two rebel ships exploding on the shield. 

Anne-Virginie Dutech: I still think your story was 
good. Are you implying that I have no taste? 
Hmmm? Well, about the other thing: it took me a 
while to understand and accept the American idea of 
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marketable art, but see, we can look at it this way: 
Oedipus Rex was a very popular and highly market- 
able horror-soap-opera in its time, and if I'm not 
mistaken, Shakespeare wrote similar cheap, suspense- 
ful, bloody stories, strictly for profit... Genius will win, 
in the long run, whatever is produced: the eternal 
value is in the details and the characterization. 

Gerald Crotty: Wedding tackle? God’s foot, man, 
that’s a new one. About the Force, yes, if it’s an 
energy field generated by living beings, how does it act 
on machinery? After the first movie, I was convinced 
that Jedi can manipulate only the minds of others, 
maybe a bit of clairoyance... Kenobi used his hands to 
pull the level of the tractor beam thingy, didn’t he? 
Vader, however, telekinated the lever of the carbon 
freeze. I still think Lucas changed a lot of things after 
the first movie. Kill me, but I’m convinced he never 
really intended Luke and Leia to be twins. On the 
first set of SW cards, they were listed 4 years apart in 
age. I even believe that when Kenobi said Vader 
killed Luke’s father, he was not meant to lie. Some- 
where between ANH and TESB, a lot of new ideas 
emerged... 

Tim Blaes: Tales from the Leather Rocket? What 
a great title! I don’t know what I’m gonna do with 
"The Rest of the Garbage” -- I’m still ambivalent 
about it. I think I'll do some live investigation at 
Lansing about a PG to X-Y-Z rated zine, see if Id get 


- contributions and some help with editing (I’m willing 


to do all the slave work, and now that I’m more 
familiar with computers, I can turn out decent pages, 
but my grammar stinks). I don’t know if I wanna do 
it because I wanna do it, or I wanna do it just because 
it’s not done (the incorrigible rebel rides again...). 

Maggie Nowakowska: How right you are, the 
adventure genre is mushy men stuff, like all the war 
books. And sure, Han is capable of unsavory actions 
(come on, a smuggler in Mos Eisley is not a sweet 
innocent) -- what would be the value of his commit- 
ment to the Rebellion, if he had been a good guy to 
begin with? . Re: Luke, no, he is not a tormented, 
suicidal, sad case. Hell, he has the strength to carry 
his load without whimpering, he has humor, too, but 
only an idiot grins all the time. After all, life is not a 
bowl of cherries. Any normal person should be 
mostly sad, especially in the middle of galactic 
bloodshed. 

Fiorenzo Delle Rupi: Like Scotland, do you? 
Maggie Nowakowska recented turned me and most of 
my family into raving Scot-maniacs. Bonnie Prince 
Charlie just whistles and I get out the old family kilt 
with the Star of David buckle! Apropos, where is 


your young Palpie chronicle? Is it written? I hope so, 


because I want to read it NOW! 
A. G. Steyn: I keep seeing your nasty little 


cartoons all over the place. Do you have a few 
unprintable stories? So, you’re wondering, too, how 
Tarkin came to "hold Vader’s leash", as Leia said, 
when later absolutely no one dared to cross the Dark 
Lord. 

Marti Schuller: So, you got a dachshund. Say 
goodbye to your life. She will run it for ya. She will 
set your schedule, fix your bedtime, wake you up in 
the morning, eat your breakfast for ya, sleep on the 
best spot on your bed and drink your bath. Mine sits 
on my shoulder while I’m driving, and terrorized the 
mailman so much, poor guy climbed on the top of my 
car!! So help me God. Glad we agree on Luke’s 
name. I’m sure Skywalker was about as common a 
name as Lee, Grant or Jefferson. 

Louise Turner: Welcome! How is the SW video 
game on the computer? Must know. And welcome 
again for believing that Jedis make better lovers. Of 
course, they need a bit of training. - 

Tina Bentrup: Loved your cartoon. Your maiden 
name is Inge? This is beautiful. And don’t think 
everybody believes Han and Leia got married on 
Endor. Why on Endor? Probably because no one 
thought Han could wait another day, but not without 
being properly married!!! Solution: let Logray marry 
them quick. So, are you going to write a story about 
the Blue Jawa crashing the wedding on -- where??? 

Cheryl Pryor: Vader’s boots were polished by his 
.. uh, what’s the proper name of the low ranking guy 
in the army who acts as a body servant of an officer? 
He sure as hell had one or two. But let me ask, who 
combed Luke’s hair on Endor and who polished 
Luke’s boots on Endor? He sure looked spiffy when 
he met Daddy. 

Mary Jo Fox: Gonna get crowded in that dark 
catacomb, where you plan to curl up with a darkly 
noble and suicidal Luke, ’cause I’m already waiting 
there with a few Ewok pelts spread on the cold stone 
floor and I can see Melanie Guttierrez approaching 
real fast. As for Luke having an affair with Mon 
Mothma, you know -- it’s an idea worth considering. 

Debbie Kittle: How much data could they have 
had after the bang? Look at all the high-tech they 
had. I am almost sure the Death Star had one of 
those black boxes our airplanes have, or even a back- 
up transmission system, maybe transmitting data every 
hour on the hour to a central computer. And yes, the 
prison cells were monitored, routinely. Why, today 
they even monitor drugstore aisles. My workplace has 
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a bit of security, cameras on all the corridors and 
such, just to catch me smoking. Vader had no time to 
check everything, but some flunkie of the Emperor 
was probably glad to report, that the Grand Moff and 
Vader screwed up the capture of Princess Organa. 
Cheree Cargill: I knew your name was Ed! You 
know, your comments between the lines are pure 


spice! ((Ed: Thanks, ZP! Is that Kessel spice? 
Sometimes I wonder if I should just keep my trap shut 
and not interject any comments at all, but we Corellians 
have trouble keeping quiet, you know.)) 

I must be going now. Lansing is just around the 
corner, as I write this, and the preparations keep me 
busy and deliriously happy as well. Ahm, and there is 
this computer game that... Did I say computer game? 
I meant I’m very busy at work and gotta do laundry. 

Fly casual and keep the Ewoks off my lawn! 

Addendum written after MWC: It has been 
wonderful to see you all. Time, as usual, was short. 
Fortunately, we can continue the conversations in SE. 
I'd like to hear comments on the doll exhibit, and 
suggestions on making it better next year, also ideas 
on what kind of scenes to set up (yes, we can do your 
favorite zine story scene ... and it’s going to be in the 
new Cantina, so you can take pictures!). 

I tried to tell all of you, but maybe I couldn’t get 
the message out to everybody: Catriona Campbell is 
doing a zine. Contributions are welcome. 


Lean Perspective 


Wanda Lybarger 
3467 Ethel Avenue 
Columbus, GA 31906 


Hello! I’m writing before MediaWest in hopes of 
finally making a deadline and not lagging a letter 
behind the general conversation again. 

I realize how much I’ve missed a SW letterzine; a 
con on paper, how true! Thank you folks who put a 
personal welcome in their LoCs this recent issue. 
Very kindly said. It’s nice to be back. 

It was especially cheering to start with a new 
annual overview of SW stories and zines by Sharon 
Saye. It was a favorite and eagerly awaited feature of 
Wookiee Commode and it’s just as well-researched, 
even-handed and concise as ever. Sharon, I know it’s 
a lot of effort as well as expense, but I hope you will 








take on the annual job as before -- it’s a unique 
service and one I’m sure many others besides me 
appreciate deeply. 

Lori Barron: Alas, my age prevents my being any 
use to your project, but much luck with an intriguing 
line of research. 

Z.P.: It’s a good thing I know better regarding my 
“ability” to foreshorten or your extravagant praise 
would swell my head so, I'd have to butter it to get 
through doors! In passing, I’m short, but green only 
during migraines... 

To answer, sure it’s teachable! Ain’t nobody born 
drawing in linear perspective. The various Burns 
Hogarth books are good if somewhat exaggerated to 
state the points; also an excellent one by Walt Reed, 
Drawing the Figure; a marvelous one, Drawing Animals 
-- Ken Hultgren that had long been out of print 
recently reissued in paperback by Dover (I think). 
Actually, I often go for effect rather than strict 
accuracy; I’m helping tell a story, not illo a medical 
text. 

Marti Schuller: Sympathy on your twin losses so 
close together and congratulations on the new pup- 
pies. You don’t fill an empty place with "another 
dog,” you fill it with love. Thank you for the generous 
words. I’m glad you can make it back to MWC. Heh, 
you’re in excellent company with your fear of flying. 
Definitely arriving on "Old Fashioned” power beats 
Ray Bradbury’s mode of transport: when he was 
named guest of honor at a Worldcon two years ahead, 
the joke was, it would take him that long to bicycle to 
the site! 

Matthew Whitney: Oh, I never thought you’d put 
words in my mouth. I just figured I needed to clarify 
what I'd actually intended before everyone’s extrapola- 
tion took off running. I don’t think the idea is more 
pessimistic than others -- like galactic civil war. Many 
positives could grow from the premise: Luke could 
rediscover a lost way, heal a dichotomy, have a more 
varied and urgent basis for his adventures. It’s only a 
springboard for story speculation and I’m not partisan 
either way about it. 

Tina Bentrup: Just so you know, I did myself 
injury over your Vader and chips cartoon (the Dark 
Chocolate Side of the Force?), then went into traction 
at the officer’s head one. You are one sneaky Jawa -- 
blue, green or plaid! 

Mickey Malkin and Maggie N.: Oh, it’s good to 
see you both back and writing -- besides, somebody 
else who remembers rocketships with fins (the 55 
Chevy school of NASA design...). 

Have "motor-mouthed” quite a bit so I'll stop 
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before this is too long to print. Looking foward to 
visiting again. Take care, all. 


More ou Editing 


A. G. Steyn 
Paul-Ruecker-St. 69 
W-4100 Duisberg 1 
Germany 


Folks, Fritz the Kid is back. It was inevitable. 
Grin and bear it. I’m fine, thanks. No boo-boos to 
nurse this time around. A rare happening, I know. I 
will save my self-destructive energies for the next trip 
out west. 

Z.P. Florian: Exactly my feelings when it comes 
to Han dealing spice. Force knows I love the man, 
but he is not a saint (thank God -- I mean, who would 
want to bed a saint?). Church is nice -- but there’s 
more fun to be had in the gutter. 

Yes, only good Jedi go "pouff.". Bad ones lie 
around for 2 days then get up and become politicians. 

The maintenance access to Darthie’s hearing aid ... 
down there? I sure hope the poor man never eats 
beans or anything else "noisy" or he’ll be in for one 
big surprise. Also, if you surmise that he is large all 
over (hence needing a bigger access to that part), then 
would a hearing aid fit into that little space at all? 

Your answer to Ming: Maybe Kenobi knew all 
along what was going to happen; that Darthie would 
finally make the turn. Kenobi said to Luke, "You 
must confront Vader!" It was Luke who took it from 
this that he was to kill his own father -- and told 
Kenobi he could not do that. But maybe Kenobi had 
(not making himself clear here, probably on purpose) 
foreseen that all Luke had to do was confront Vader 
and get him mushy enough to take over the killing of 
Palpie himself and thereby also kill himself (i.e., the 
dark within him). Kenobi, as we all know, was never 
to be taken literally. To kill Vader is -- at least to 
someone with the philosophy of Ben and Yoda -- not 
the same as to kill Anakin. Killing Vader means 
killing the badness, the dark side of the Force. Killing 
not physically, but more in a form of exorcism, killing 
the bad spirit inside the man. 

Han’s blaster belt (answer to Gerald Crotty): Just 
be glad the European boys go for the techno-stuff and 
not for the man himself. The last thing we girls need 








is more competition. Let the boys have his blaster -- 
I'll be happy playing with his gun! 

Gifts for a Wookiee? Try a flea collar. 

Instead of us all writing a "Luke gets the girl" 
story: how about 10 people writing one story? One 
writer starts, moves the story forward to the first 
cliffhanger, then passes it on to someone else, who 
will have to resolve the problem and continue until 
the next hair-raising point, where writer number 3 
takes over ... and so on. It would be the ultimate all- 
time f.u.b.a.r. SW novel. Endless, pointless, just like 
the last presidential campaign, only a lot funnier! 

Nora Mayers: Right on with your opinions of 
ROTI in general and Han in ROTI in particular. If 
they wanted (what would have been only natural) to 
show Han still suffering from aftereffects of the 
carbonite freezing, then they should have shown him 
fighting his way back to health and really in the need 
of some TLC by his friends. Making him the town 
bozo was not such a bright idea, however. 

And while we’re at it (ROTJ bashing, that is): the 
boys stumble through the woods, searching for Leia. 
Why doesn’t the trained Jedi, Luke Skywalker, use the 
Force to find Leia? Why do they keep marching 
around like 3 blind mice? And then they come upon 
a primitive trap set up by the Ewoks and none of the 
guys notices it. Neither Luke with his Jedi skills nor 
Chewie with his fine nose and animalic instincts, nor 
wary (I got a price on my head) Han. Not even the 
droids have a notion ... until they all wind up in a 
giant shopping net. 

They get captured by the Ewoks and are taken to 
the village like hunting trophies. And again, Luke 
does nothing to prevent this. Is he foreseeing that the 
Ewoks will bring down the Empire later on? Or has 
our blond baby forgotten about the Force? Maybe 
instead of making him stand on one hand and piling 
up rocks at the same time, Yoda should have taught 
the kid know to open knots and hightail it out of 
danger? 

You have trouble with "Writers Who Prefer to 
Remain Unedited’-fen? Why? How? Is there any- 
thing I could do to help? Hey, if this is directed at 
little ole me: that is just because you never have had 
a chance to meet me in person. You would love me. 
I’m as cuddly as an Ewok (but not nearly as artificial), 
bashful as a Corellian pirate, humane as a Sithlord, 
erudite as a Ghamorrean, and huggable all over. 
Trust me! 

Oh yea -- to all you wonderful folks out there who 
discussed the dreaded editing matter, mostly very 
objectively, in the last few zines: Fritz the kid has hit 





the books to find out some more on the subject and 
to find out how right or wrong I was/am. Interesting. 
Very, very interesting. I also watched a TV special on 
screen writing. I found out that writing and screen 
writing are two totally different shoes. That, for 
example, movie scripts are more often than not 
written by not one, but sometimes as many as 8 or 
even 10 different people: one concentrating on love 
scenes, one on action scenes, one on snappy dialog 
and so on. And in screen writing there are countless 
drafts of one story, until it finally goes into print and 
is transferred into a motion picture. Even then, the 
story gets "edited" again by the director, the executive 
producer, and the actors adding their own ideas and 
interpretations. The finished film is then again 
"edited" in the cutting room, and maybe once more 
after the preliminary screening. In the end, the 
original script and the finished movie are often as far 
apart as earth and sun. And how much grief this 
causes becomes clear when you read novels that have 
been made into motion pictures. Michael Ende, the 
man who wrote The Neverending Story, was so ulti- 
mately displeased with the end product (complaining 
that his pink dragon, Fuchur -- or Falcor, as he’s 
called in the US -- looked like a lapdog instead of a 
dragon, among other things), that he refused to have 
his name mentioned in connection with the movie. 
And how -- excuse me -- pissed off movie directors 
(who don’t mind doing their own kind of "editing") 
become when others rework their labor of love gets 
clear when you listen to, for instance, Ridley Scott 
bitching about what happened to Blade Runner after 
someone felt it wiser to cut out scenes and add a 
voice-over. 

But I guess, if you set out to write a movie script 
in the first place, you kind of expect that to happen. 
It’s not nice -- but it’s common law. 

However, novel writing is a bit different. I will not 
personally bitch around here, but quote from a book 
I picked up last September in a San Diego bookstore 
and which I find immensely helpful. It’s entitled Dare 
to be a Great Writer -- 329 Keys to Powerful Fiction, 
and is by Leonard Bishop (Writer’s Digest Books; 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 1988). 

"Editors Can Be Helpful 

The inexperienced writer with a still-unpublished 
novel can avoid many depressions by not compar- 
ing what he is still writing to what another more 
professional writer has just had published. The 
comparison will damage the inexperienced writer’s 
self-esteem. The published novel has had an 
advantage not available to the writer who does not 
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have a novel that is "being published" -- the services 
of the professional editor. 

The professional editor usually has a 
background in the reading of contemporary 
writing. She can relate to a writer's sense of 
drama and can set aside personal preferences in 
writing to regard the writer’s work objectively, and 
without bias. She has some knowledge of how a 
novel is brought together by a writer, and what is 
acceptable by the publishing company in which she 
is employed. 

With this editorial expertise, she can find 
clumsily written passages, intervals where charac- 
ters or events are unbelievable, when dialogue is 
phony, stilted, or rambling, where supposedly 
subtle shifts in relationships are written in a vague 
or blurred manner, etc. 

The editor’s function (in part) is to find these, 
and other faulty areas (if they exist) in the novel, 
and refer them to the writer. If the editor is 
mature and insulated against the writer’s imme- 
diate response (passionate resentment and smoking 
rage at the crass intrusion of commerce into the 
realms of art), she will offer suggestions on how to 
rectify the questionable areas. ... If temperaments 
can be held in abeyance, editorial sessions can be 
a time of congenial negotiation. ... 

Copy Editing 

... Where an editor deals with the total novel 
(story, organization, characterization, logic, etc.), 
the copy editor deals with language, punctuation, 
grammar, and spelling of the actual text. They 
check the accuracy of facts, are alert for libelous 
statements or plagiarism, and typographical 
inconveniences. ... Their concerns are clarity 
through grammatical propriety. A writer can 
protect himself against this unwelcome assistance 
by learning how to copy edit his own work when 
rewriting. 

Incorrect spelling is simple to overcome. 
When you see a word which seems questionably 
spelled, look it up in a dictionary -- then correct it. 


When you reread a sentence that is longer 
than you can handle, break it down into smaller 
sentences. Simple sentences do not have gram- 
matical problems. If you use a word in a manner 
that is not conventional, make a note of the word 
and the section in which it appears. When you 
receive the printed galleys or whatever form of 
printed matter the publisher issues the writer for 
approval, return what the copy editor has 
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removed." 

Until I read this, I never even knew there were two 
different kinds of editors: editors and copy editors. 
And this from someone who once worked in the office 
of a small publishing company! Call this an appren- 
ticeship for life. 

With these quotes which can say everything much 
better than little old me, I think I will close the book 
on this matter. I am willing to say "amen" to editing 
when it is handled like described above -- but if 
someone tries to butcher my story at will, then I will 
personally show him/her the dark side of the Force. 
Period. 

Anne-Virginie Dutech: German is difficult? My 
foot. Actually, English, Dutch, Frisian, and Yiddish 
(just like Gothic, by the way) all belong to the 
German branch of the Germanian language group. 
Read Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, for instance. 
Actually, Old English, Dutch and the dialects of 
northwestern Germany are very close. On the other 
hand, French just kills me. Only Chinese could be 
worse. Or Ewokese. 

Ben was beamed up to the Enterprise? Here you 
have a fine idea for a cross-universe story. If you will 
rewrite it, you have my promise that I will read it. 

Gerald Crotty: Leia and R2? Han and "Golden- 
rod" 3PO? Yeah -- and what about Chewie? Ben... 
well, maybe he had a big heart for handsome young 
apprentices....2? And you expect me to feel ashamed 
about this? After reading your great suggestions, I 
haven’t had one quiet night. So, git outta th’ gutter, 
dammit -- there ain’t ’nuff room down in heah for th’ 
two uv us. 

About the Force: Kenobi says that the Force is 
created by living things. That indicates that all living 
things can -- provided they know how -- utilize the 
Force (for better or worse). It doesn’t necessarily 
mean that the Force can’t be applied to move/manipu- 
late non-living things. Right? If I (a living thing most 
of the time) want to go from my hometown to 
Cologne, I can utilize a non-living thing (a car, for 
instance) to get me there. The car itself, however, 
can’t go all by its lonesome to Cologne ... it hasn’t got 
"the Force,” as it is unanimated. You need to have 
the Force to move things that do not have the Force. 
But then ... this is just another one of my ill-reputed 
wild guesses. 

Catherine Churko: I beg your forgiveness, oh 
illustrious Churko, but I will not discuss politics. [’m 
trying to have fun here, ya know? (I love your idea 
with the smiling face, by the way.) But it’s good to 
hear that at least one person in this world had a ball 





with the election/inauguration. 

Don’t blame me for having taken the cake, kitchen 
sink and the Rancor ... that’s the Corellian in me. 
What I see is mine! Good to hear you liked the color 
toon in AS#3. Thanks. That thing was done with 
simple water colors and ink. Color pieces are fun to 
do, but since most fanzine publishers are battling with 
a shoestring budget (and most of us can relate to that, 
can’t we, folks?), pencil or ink scribblings are what I 
do mostly. In the back of my ole jughead I have an 
idea for a SW related pic that even calls for something 
as demanding as oil, but having an idea and sitting 
down and getting with it are shoes of different colors. 

Tim Blaes: _"Glow-Wormie” vs. Uncle Palpie’s 
"Electrical Parade" ... after seeing those episodes of 
The Flash in which MH did a guest stint, I am abso- 
lutely sure of what the Emperor’s bolts of lighting did 
to the kid: they didn’t rob him of his manhood ... 
they went directly into his brains and blew out some 
fuses/short-circuited some major cables. Never knew 
Howlin’ Mad Murdoch had a little brother until I saw 
the "Trickster." Go, get the straight jacket -- quick! 

A contribution by ... whom? The little dark-haired 
guy with the strange toothbrush under his nose (and 
I don’t mean Charlie Chaplin)? OK, next time I run 
into "Uncle Addie" I will ask him if he has something 
for your zine. Did you say he’s running a Taco Bell? 
Watch out for a brand new dish: Taco with Sauer- 
kraut. And about rather writing SF than going into 
politics: if I let my eyes trail over our politicians 
(German and foreign), I get the uneasy feeling that 
they aren’t doing anything but writing SF. Far-out, 
unrealistic, often very difficult to comprehend ... only 
not as much fun! 

ALF/Leia? What’s next? Methinks, the lady is on 
the downhill path. First a Corellian pirate/mercenary/ 
smuggler ... and now a fuzzball from Melmac who 
thinks "manners" is the plural of man. The next ill- 
reputed Galactic oddball, please... 

Your answer to Matthew Whitney: Priceless. And 
so true. 

Greedo in a Playgirl centerfold? Spread-eagled 
and with a staple in the middle of his little wahoo? 
(Partially quoting Julia Sugarbaker of Designing 
Women here). We all might be in for a nice surprise. 
After all, we’ve only seen the guys dressed up to their 
adam’s apples so far. But I must admit: Han or Luke 
would be far more interesting. And now I'll go eat a 
bar of soap and pretend I’m feeling ashamed. 

Talking SF-TV here: Maybe one of you out there 
watching the new Sci-Fi channel will catch a rerun of 
the very last Galactica 80 episode -- the one where 
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Starbuck shares a desert planet with a Cylon centurio. 
Remember: Galactica 80 hit the screen three years 
before ROTJ. At the end of the mentioned episode, 
the Cylon, now no longer an enemy but a friend, 
"dies" in Bucko’s arms and leaves the (compared to 
the bulky centurio) slight blond weeping over the fate 
of his once arch-enemy. Sounds/looks awfully 
familiar, huh? I remember that back in 1979, the 
Lucas company went to court with Glen Larson over 
Battlestar: Galactica, claming it to be a plagiarism of 
SW. Lucas lost. Now, three years later we see Lucas 
using (stealing?) a scene from Larson? Was that to 
get even, or what? 

Tina Bentrup: Your maiden name is "Inge"? 
Here, that’s a common first name for girls, often also 
an abbreviation of names like Ingrid and Ingeborg. 

German versions of SW names? Threepio = 
Dreipeo, Artoo Detoo = Erzwo-Dezwo, and the 
Grand Moff Tarkin becomes (for reasons unknown to 
me) Grand Muff Tarkin. Worst of all, in the movies, 
the Millennium Falcon becomes the Rasende Falke. 

Ah -- that cartoon of Darthie and the chocolate 
chips just kills me. Fantastic. I love it. 

Michelle Malkin: Did you actually say that in your 
story, everybody ends up with everybody? Where is 
that story ... let me at it! 

Your question about the fandom I come from: it’s 
Simon & Simon (another cute little blue-eyed blond 
with a serious mind and a lanky dark-haired too-be- 
reckoned-with laid back feller who has a big fuzzy 
reddish-brown fuzzball at his side and a power wagon 
and ship so battered that they’re only held together by 
bailing wire, spit and the determination of their 
owner). 

Funny lines? Yeah, not from fandom, but from 
real life: Bunches of ’°em. But mostly they are 
impossible to translate. They lose their zip. 

Chery! Pryor: Your image of me wearing a black/ 
red costume of a court jester and brandishing a stick 
with a tiny Ewok head provoked me to come up with 
a cartoon. All your fault...! 

Vader vs. the volcano: He was posing for a photo 
.. and Ben (bash ’em, boys) Kenobi kept telling the 
big one to back up farther and farther ... (You're 
still not fully in the pic, Anakin. Take another step.”) 

The sonic shower a vibrator booth? Only you 
could be so bold. 

I haven’t seen the new Han model yet. Only the 
new Indy, Jr., and Sr. models. And quite frankly, 
Indy, Jr. looks like a brother to Freddy Krueger. If 
Han doesn’t look more like the real thing, I think Pll 
skip it and try to make my own model. (Does anyone 








have the exact measurements of the man?) 

Mary Jo Fox: So, Chewie is the culprit who got 
the princess pregnant. Who would’ve guessed so? 
What will Malla say about this? Is polygamy standard 
fare on Kashyyyk? 

I must try that with "tickling someone’s neck" by 
using the Force. Maybe tomorrow in the office! 

Okay, that’s all for now. Read y’all in the next ish 
of SE. Until then, fly with the Force... 


Sterile Luke 


Marti Schuller 
415 S.E. Annette 
Lee’s Summit, MO 64063-3403 


Before I get to answering any of the letters in this 
issue, I have to comment on my experience at MWC 
in May. This is an absolute must for every SW fan at 
least once! I can’t tell you how much fun I had, 
attending the panels and discussing our fav topic, 
meeting and talking with so many whose names I'd 
known only. It was truly a thrill I haven’t come down 


28 





from yet. In fact, I’m already looking forward to next 
ear! 

d The STAR aWARdS ceremony is especially 
wonderful and every writer, artist and editor should 
openly applaud Judith Yuenger’s hard work. ((Ed: 
Here, here!')) The medals and certificates are gorgeous 
and I’m sure all the winners treasure them highly. I 
know I would. 

Cheree: It was terrific getting to meet you at long 
last. I love my SE shirt and the SE get-together was 
great fun. But no matter how hard I looked, I 
missed seeing the big red "S" you must surely wear, 
Superwoman. ((Ed: It’s on the blue and red tights I 
wear under my street clothes. You only saw me in my 
guise as mild mannered zine editor. Wait until I take off 
my glasses-- No, that wouldn’t work -- I'd just run into 
the walls or trip over the furniture.)) Yll try to send 
some photos from MWC as soon as I can. Hope you 
can use some. 

As always, I was happy to see Sharon Saye’s "1992 
Consumer Guide to SW Fanzines.” Sharon must have 
found a way to fit extra hours into a day in order to 
read all these zines, but I’m glad she does. Please, 
keep on doing the great work. 

Now to the letters before this gets too long for 
Cheree to accept. 

Z. P. Florian: It was great meeting you at MWC! 
Though we didn’t get to talk as much as I would’ve 
liked, you’re a fun lady! I hope we get our “hive of 
scum and villainy” room for smokers next year or 
you'll find me in the open air court again. 

As for your response to A. G. Steyn re Owen being 
a "mean old grouch.” I have to disagree with you. If 
Owen disapproved of Luke’s so-called friends, and I 
strongly suspect he did, Luke would eventually learn 
to lie about meeting them just to keep the peace. 
Who needs to hear the same old lecture over and 
over? I don’t recall Luke ever directly lying to Owen 
in the film, though. Beru tells Owen what Luke said 
and she may be covering for him without his knowl- 
edge. I know IJ played peacekeeper between my sons 
and their father in similar fashion many times. I call 
it "the old bull vs. the young bull.” Two males seem 
inevitably destined to butt heads. 

I will agree that Luke probably learned most of 
what he knows about "caring and decency” from Beru. 
However, IMO, that’s generally the case in any family. 
Women are usually the caregivers and men the hard- 
nosed realists who concentrate more on earning a liv- 
ing for their loved ones. Owen may have felt Beru 
treated Luke too soft, so he counteracted by demand- 
ing more from him, preparing him for what Owen per- 





ceived as harsh reality. 

Your definition of a Mary Sue story was very 
accurate and well-stated. I, personally, don’t usually 
care for romance stories involving anyone, but I hate 
to see new writers put off. I think nearly everyone 
begins by writing Mary Sues and then progresses. In 
response to the Luke romance issue I’ve seen in SE, 
Ive even broken down and written one myself. Hope- 
fully, it will appear in a zine in the not-too-distant 
future. 

Carolyn Golledge: What a shock to see you at 
MWC! I guess there’s just no stopping you Aussie 
Corellian-types. Hope all goes well with your 
impending surgery and that the trip didn’t set you 
back health-wise too badly. Thanks for remembering 
my birthday, too. I’m really enjoying the Starlog. 

I’m so glad you agree that Han wouldn’t smuggle 
drugs, too. 

Tammy Olsen: Have you recovered from our 
nearly all-night SW session yet? I hope Veronica and 
I didn’t make you think all SW writers are as crazed 
as we are. And yes, I’m planning to start work on that 
story ASAP. . 

You said you’d like to read the story about "Luke’s 
.. um ... problem." Which particular problem was 
that? I think I was referring to "Emperor’s Revenge" 
and I know you’ve read that. Put down your blaster, 
please. 

Anne-Virginie Dutech: I really wish you could 
have come to MWC. It’s sooo much fun. Maybe 
we'll get the chance to meet there in the future. Now 
that I’ve been once, I think I’m fully addicted and will 
need my "fix" annually. Also want to applaud you for 
inviting us all not to take SW "so seriously." This is 
supposed to be a fun, entertaining Lucas galaxy we’re 
playing in, after all. 

Whoa! You thought the opinions expressed in SE 
represented all of fandom? Why? There are plenty 
of dissimilar opinions expressed in these pages to 
disabuse you of that notion. I dare say every single 
SW fan has at least one opinion not shared by others. 
Very little is set in concrete, so to speak. Besides, I 
enjoy reading everyone’s ideas, in SE and fanfic. 
There are, sadly, some readers who can never accept 
any ideas or stories that don’t fit their particular idea 
of what should be. I call such people NIMGA’s -- 
Not in My Galaxy. However, I believe these folks are 
a minority and am grateful for it. 

Gerald Crotty: Hey, guy, you’re one fine artist! I 
absolutely love your "sex" response, too. You sound 
like one very naughty boy -- just my kind of people. 

Pll join you in that toast to ROTJ. Your compari- 
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son between Luke’s Tatooine suns’-setting expression 
and the one we see at Vader’s funeral pyre is one I 
hadn’t made, but very thought-provoking. 

Tim Blaes: Why am I so fond of the theory that 
Luke is sterile? Pll tell you why. I wrote "Emperor’s 
Revenge" initially because I got a little sick of all the 
"Luke populates the galaxy" stories that were cropping 
up around then. On deeper thought, however, I 
found I honestly cannot see him following the domes- 
tic route with wife and kids. He has enough work for 
a hundred in trying to rebuild the Jedi as Yoda 
charged him to do. Making him sterile, for me, 
removed all possibility of his getting sidetracked. 
Besides, I’m a mom, remember? (smile) 

Your suggestion that Dark Siders were sent to a 
penal colony on the third planet of Sol explains 
plenty. That particular colony wouldn’t happen to be 
in D.C., would it? Or perhaps the only remaining 
Dark Lord is a certain resident character of Texas? 
((Ed: Oh, gee whiz, Marti, that could be anybody! 
Does he have big ears and use pie charts when he 
explains things, by any chance?)) 

I have also been able to find the UK editions of 
Dark Empire at my local comics shop. Since I wasn’t 
able to get the US version, this has been terrific for 
me and I’m recommending it to everyone. 

Maggie Nowakowska: I really enjoyed meeting you 
and talking with you as we waited for our registration 
at MWC. Your intellect still leaves me staggered and 
feeling like a two-digit IQ idiot, however. You are 
one smart lady. I did like reading your SE letter, 
especially your ideas on Luke and Han facing deci- 
sions. I have no further comment though, just wanted 
to say hi. 

Fiorenzo Delle Rupi: I like your light-hearted 
suggestion of a Dark Force Pandora’s Box. Clever. 
As for your SW movie nobody would see, you’re 
straight on for me. Bleech! 

A SW pinball? I’ve never heard of or seen such a 
thing. Now I’ll have to visit all those youth-dominated 
arcades in search of it. ARGH! Or is this, by happy 
chance, a hand-held game of some sort? 

A. G. Steyn: As I’ve already mentioned, I haven’t 
much patience with NIMGA’s. I agree fully that each 
has a right to their own idea. My granny used to 
quote "To each his own, the old lady said as she 
kissed her cow", so I grew up with that idea. I figure 
there’s too little fun in most our lives. Let’s not ruin 
this one, too. If I’ve got to wrinkle, I'd just as soon 
have laugh lines as frown lines. Which reminds me. 
Yd like to make a plea for more fanfic comedies. We 
need ’em. 





You asked for opinions on calling common items 
common names, so here’s mine. Wine is wine it 
seems in fanfic, but coffee or hot chocolate usually 
gets a substitute name that’s still pretty much 
recognizable. I find that I don’t object to "Earth 
words” all that much, except for swearing. Some few 
do seem inappropriate, none of which springs to mind 
at the moment, of course. I guess it’s between the 
writers and editor(s) to hash this one out and J do feel 
it can usually be done satisfactorially for both. 

Louise Turner: Hello and welcome! I’ve heard a 
lot about you from our mutual friend Treena already. 
It’s so nice to see you in SE. 

Catriona Camipbell: Thanks so very much for your 
surprise telephone call, wishing me happy birthday 
and congratulating Veronica and I on "Where Is Thy 
Sting?” You're a real friend and one I wish was a lot 
closer geographically. 

Your idea that the Sith were the Dark Side Jedi is 
very, very interesting. Write it! I know you'd do an 
excellent job. 

And you simply must get to MWC someday. You 
can get some great story ideas there, too. If you do 
get to WorldCon 95, be sure to keep notes so you can 
share all with those of us who won’t possibly be able 
to get there. 

1 like your idea very much of the “confront Vader" 
scene, but Luke does say he can’t kill his own father. 
Ben doesn’t argue that wasn’t what he meant. 

Your comparison of Dr. Ruth and Yoda are price- 
less. You’re ornery, girl. 

Matthew Whitney: Your assessment of Owen in 
your response to Treena was perfectly stated. It’s nice 
to know not everyone sees him as a cold-hearted old 
man. 

Your analysis of why Leia didn’t react to Vader’s 
touch in ANH as Alderaan was about to be blasted 
was also good. However, can we carry this further? 
Perhaps Vader too was stunned and in some discon- 
nected, unconscious way drew her into his own protec- 
tive shell for a brief moment. Remember, since life 
creates the Force, the wanton destruction of Alderaan 
had to deeply affect him too. 

As for reading Eddings, I suggest you begin with 
the five book series "The Belgariad.” That’s where I 
started and still love it. Follow with the five book 
sequel "The Malloreon.” Let me know if you enjoy 
them. Personally, I love his style of storytelling, at 
least in these ten books. 

Tina Bentrup: How goes your Vader story? It 
was nice spending time with you at the con. We of 
the "drinking, smoking and lewd society" must stick 
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together. 

One quick correction here. In her editorial 
response to your request for a Vader and Tarkin 
story, Cheree mistakenly told you that Veronica 
Wilson and I had such a story coming up in TF#8. 
While Veronica and I are friends and do have a co- 
authored story in TF#7, the upcoming work is solely 
Veronica’s. She deserves all the credit for this one. 
((Ed: You're right, Marti. Sorry. Both you and 
Veronica have stories in TF#8 and I just paired you 
both again.)) 

Michelle Malkin: What makes you think what we 
see in ROTI as Palpie vanishes down that shaft is 
radiation? Couldn’t it be a kind of steam, for 
instance? Hey, no matter really. I’m just glad to find 
someone else who isn’t appalled by the idea Luke is 
sterile. 

Cheryl Pryor: Hail and well met to another name 
I can now put a face to from MWC. 

An x-rated Vader story? Sounds more like 
Veronica’s arena than mine. 

I’m sure that if Anakin Skywalker did fall into a 
volcano, no one would ever know it or that he had 
become Darth Vader. Besides, who says it was a 
volcano? I recall reading somewhere that it was lava 
and that stuff occasionally pours out. My personal 
belief is that he fell (during his duel with Obi-Wan) 
into a volcanic rift, but was kept from landing in the 
actual lava by either a ledge or Palpatine or his own 
strength of will. The searing heat and popping lava 
would still have caused considerable scarring. 

Mary Jo Fox: Thanks for explaining how and why 
you know MU. Were any of those "tons of people” 
from KC SW fans? I often feel alone in my fan 
interests here. 

Sorry, V’ll always prefer Luke totally and 
irreversibly sterile. No clones either, thank you. 

Debbie Kittle: Another MWC acquaintance! Gee, 
this is fun. By the way, we got a near record snowfall 
of 13" on Feb. 25, so I hope you got yours. I still say 
you’re not well to love that much winter. In fact, our 
temperatures are still ranging 15-20° below average. 

Thanks for supplying GL’s response from the LFL 
magazine. It’s appreciated. 

Well, that about covers everyone’s comments. If I 
missed anyone, "hello" anyway and I'll catch you next 
issue. Before I go, does anyone know if a small 
company called TK Graphics is still in business? They 
were out of Baltimore, MD and made great stickers, 
as well as a few other items. I'd appreciate any and 
all info. 

On that note, I’ll close this and dive into the zines 


screaming for my attention. Congratulations to all the 
STAR aWAR3dS winners. Take care one and all and 
keep the Force, always. Peace. 


Its About ime! 


Debbie Kittle (and Mytee the Bantha) 
11521 Idlewood Rd. 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 


June 15, 1993 - 


Hello there everyone. I hope everyone who got to 
MW had a great time because I did. Congrats to all 
who won Star Awards and am happy to see more 
people voted this year. Yeah! | 

I enjoyed all those SW panels at MW and there 
were some really interesting story ideas thrown out. 
Also nice to see all those new SW. zines being pro- 
duced. 

Let me just mention the best thing that happened 
to me this year: SNOW! Yes, we got just a tad bit of 
that wonderfully cold white stuff. I was stuck at home 
for 2 days. Officially at my house there was 13 inches 
of that heavenly substance. Did I enjoy it? You 
bet!!! I was out in it for hours just relishing the feel 
and coldness of it. That Sunday, I took my dolls out 
in it and had an incredible Hoth scene. Be careful 
what you wish for because sometime, someday you 
just might get it. ABOUT TIME! 

The YIJC have returned until sometime in July so 
am happy but as I write this no Mata Hari episode 
has appeared. 

New SW goodies for those not at MW: Suncoast 
Motion Picture Company has released 3 eight inch 
plastic figures of Han, Luke and Vader. They are 
nicely done and the detail is amazing. However, the 
only problem I have with them is that Han and Luke’s 
faces do not resemble the characters at all. ] would’ve 
thought with the amount of detailing, that would’ve 
been a top priority. Also 2 new T-shirts. One has a 
gold Vader from the Sansweet book on it and the 
other is from one of the movie posters. Both of those 
are nice. Leia and the droids are due out later this 
year. A new magazine is out called the Report from 
the Star Wars Generation. It’s a little off-beat but nice 
and their address is High Drive Publications (make 
checks out to this name -- for a year’s sub it’s $12 for 
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4 issues), Box 23, 2300 Market Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94114. You should be able to find this at your 
local comic book store. 

Anthony Daniels and Al Williamson were on QVC 
for SW specials. Anthony was on in March and Al 
was just on June 9th. Special guest star with Al was 
R2 (the real one from ESB and ROTI). It was a 
great show and it was even greater when Steve 
Sansweet himself called in. The Anthony Daniels 
show was a good one, too. He brought the hand of 
C3PO (sounds like a new title for a kid’s book!). If 
anyone has cable and gets QVC but doesn’t know 
when the shows come on, you can write to QVC and 
get a 4 week program guide. It’s QVC Program 
Guide, West Chester, PA 19380 and send a SASE. 
The host did say they would have more on in the 
future. They premiered the pewter Vader TIE 
Fighter. It was nice. The host, Steve, makes a 
comment that R2 is "worse than Shatner" as the droid 
bangs into their chairs when he’s neglected. I wonder 
what that means. 

Also at your local comic store is the Dark Empire 
graphic novel. A very nice forward by ‘Kevin 
Anderson reveals the next books. Kevin seems to be 
really knowledgeable about the Trilogy and has seen 
it as many times as most die hard fans so I am looking 
forward to his books. "Other writers besides myself 
and Timothy Zahn are writing in the SW universe, all 
of which will begin regularly appearing in your 
bookstore. Kathy Tyers tells the story of Rebel and 
Imperial troops forced into an uneasy alliance against 
an even greater alien threat. Kenneth Flint brings 
Luke back to Tatooine in search of an artifact that 
once belonged to OWK. Dave Wolverton shows us 
Han Solo’s complicated courtship of Princess Leia. [I 
can’t wait for this one]. My own trilogy tells the story 
of Luke’s attempt to reestablish the order of Jedi 
Knights, founding a Jedi “academy” of self-discovery 
and training." The cover to the novel is one of the 
best out of the series. 

I bought the Screamin’ Vinyl model of Han Solo. 
That thing is really nice and big. I would’ve liked to 
have gotten Vader and Yoda but at $60 each, it’s a bit 
steep for me so only invested in my fave Corellian. 
I’m looking forward to painting in all the details. 

Z.P.: Great to see you and I’m glad the doll 
exhibit the four of us did was a success even if the art 
show people tried to destroy it and the dolls when 
they ripped it down. I am looking forward to working 
on next year’s. 

Agree with you about Mary Sue -- let’s bury her. 
1994 Domestic Jedi Happiness Year?! I love it! 





Nora: Glad I was finally able to meet you. We 
will have to get together since we live so close. 

Re: ROT, when I watch the 3 movies one right 
after the other, the last one does have a different feel 
to it, unlike the others. Regardless, I still enjoy it. 
That scene with Han saying "Hey, it’s me” is one of 
my favorites. When Luke says "Quietly..." and Han 
says his line, I get the impression that Han is slightly 
offended. I mean, how could Luke forget that he is 
THE Han Solo, the man who has gotten out of 
numerous scrapes and dead end situations still alive by 
using his skills, instincts and Corellian luck. So when 
he does step on that stick, he’s in shock, no doubt 
cursing that stick for being there for him to step on. 

Carolyn: Great semi-rooming with you and spend- 
ing time with you. Hope your trip home was a safe 
one. 

Tammy: I SASE’d DH comics, too and got no 
response at-all and that was over 4 months ago. I’m 
now able to get the DE UK edition from Cheryl Pryor 
(early hi there) so I’m set. 

I liked The Guyver. Mark’s transformation was 
really well done but disgusting. 

I don’t remember the ships crashing into the shield 
scene or the Rancor one but there’s an ROTJ movie 
card that has Luke hanging from the top of the pit. 
Next time ROTJ comes on Encore, Ill have to call in 
to get it. 

Anne-Virginie: Re virginity and stories: I’m sure 
the opinions on this issue by SE’ers are certainly not 
the whole fandom’s viewpoint. Besides, people can 
change their minds or decide to write this both ways. 

Gerald: No, can’t say I’m ashamed about raising 
the topics of sex for the SW characters. 

Jedi can pull the Force from living things to 
levitate non-living things. 

Tim: According to the TV Guide, Carrie wrote 
that Mata Hari episode but as I haven’t seen it to see 
the credits... It was due to be shown a week or 2 after 
they last pulled the plug. I hope that now it’s back for 
a few weeks, they'll finally run the thing. I’m really 
tired of feeling like a yo-yo: it’s on, it’s off... 

Fiorenzo: I liked your Pandora’s box idea. Very 
intriguing. 

T loved the pinball game! I wanted to take it home 
with me. On the way home from MW, we stopped at 
a service plaza on the Ohio turnpike. As I was head- 
ing to the gift shop, what was staring me in the face 
but that gorgeous baby. I was only able to play it 3 
times but I will relish those 3 times forever. I’m 
hoping to find it a little closer to home. That stop is 
over 6 hours away. 
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A.G.: Can’t wait to see that YIJC Mata Hari epi- 
sode. Your remark intrigued me even more. Hope- 
fully, by next SE I'll have seen it. 

Agree with you about putting the SW characters in 
a different light. There is so little seen in actual time 
on the screen, years that can be explored by us. If it’s 
a little different, it doesn’t bother me but if it’s really 
way off (like Han’s portrayal in the kid’s book -- that 
is not the Han IJ think of or as was mentioned earlier 
-- Luke in the Jedi Library. I know he would’ve 
stayed there until he learned everything) then I do 
have trouble with it. 

It looks like there are quite a few people (me 
included) who want to read the unprintable/rest of the 
garbage stories. I’m looking forward to seeing 
someone do them. 

Marti: Great to finally meet you at MW! Happy 
Belated Birthday to you!! 

The Sci-Fi Channel (SFC) is supposed to have an 
SW event in July. What it is, I have no idea but ’'m 
waiting. 

And speaking of the SFC, I recorded an episode of 
Sci-Fi Buzz (it’s an 1/2 hour show on SF/Fantasy/ 
Horror entertainment news) on 6/6/93. In Japan, a 
guy named Kenneth Feld (who doesn’t look Japanese 
at all to me so why doesn’t he bring it here?) has put 
together a stage show (over $25 million) honoring 
Lucas. They show Willow, Indy and a major SW pro- 
duction. There’s Han, Leia, Luke, Vader, R2, 3PO 
(Lucas has loaned them props from the archives), 
Chewie, Jabba, Oola, Gamorrean Guards, Ackbar, 
Ewoks, Stormtroopers, and the Falcon. Kenneth says, 
"The difficulty in this project was really incorporating 
all the GL films and trying to tie them together and 
then mix film clips with what I would say is reenact- 
ments of scenes that are in the spirit of GL.". There 
is a saber duel (Luke is not dressed in all black -- he 
has on a white/beige vest) and a lot of other stuff 
going on. 

According to Steve Sansweet in a letter to the SW 
Collection Trading Post, this tour will last a year and 
tour 3 cities but no mention if it will come to the 
USA. There is also going to be a lot of souvenirs and 
the like from the show. Anyone going to Japan in the 
next year? 

Also Steve writes "AND... Well, it’s still very tenta- 
tive, but if you think all this stuff is a lot -- and it is -- 
[he provided us with a list of new SW items, many of 
which I’ve already mentioned] there are negotiations 
under way that could make my list above seem like 
just an appetizer for an incredible feast, something 
that will make fans and collectors go bananas. As 


soon as J get some definitive information, I'll pass it 
along." I hate when I have to wait for surprises like 
this but as soon as I hear or read about it, I'll pass it 
along, too. 

If anyone is interested in getting the SWCTP 
newsletter (several of us belong to it already such as 
Lisa Cowan and Tammy Olsen), write to Laura Kyro, 
6030 Magnolia, St. Louis, MO 63139-2748. Sub is $12 
for 4 issues. It’s a great little newsletter that deals 
with collecting memorabilia. Also Steve Sansweet 
offered to sell some of his books from his home. 
Apparently it went out of print so a second printing is 
under way. He has some hard-covers (autographed at 
no extra charge) for $29.95 + $4.05 postage and for 
the soft-cover send $19.95 + $2.90 for postage to 
Steve Sansweet, 3928 Clayton Avenue, Los Angeles, 
CA 90027. You can also write him to chat if you like 
but don’t expect a speedy reply as he’s quite busy but 
the books he says he sends out next day. 

Louise: Welcome to SE! Another fan from across 
the ocean -- this is really great! 

I liked your thoughts on lovemaking and a trained 
Jedi. The Imp playgirls would pay tons for a "fully 
trained” Jedi Knight, no doubt. 

Treena: Your thoughts on Ben guiding Luke to 
confront Vader made sense to me. Very interesting. 

Loved your explanation for why Luke was allowed 
to keep his last name. I like it better than it was as 
common as Jones or Smith. There were a lot of plan- 
ets out there and Tatooine was the planet farthest 
from the bright center of the universe. Vader didn’t 
know he had a son so he wasn’t looking. 

A good reason Owen kept "procrastinating" to send 
Luke to the Academy was because of his last name. 
That unique name certainly could find it’s way to the 
Dark Lord. Owen probably firmly believed that Luke 
would grow up and die there as a farmer. Perhaps if 
he was named "Luke Jones", Owen might have let him 
go. 
Matthew: Just read an interview with Anne 
McCaffrey in Starlog #190. There’s only going to be 
one more Pern book released this year and then there 
will be no more. "All good things must end, and 
McCaffrey says that this year will see a collection of 
her short stories about Pern, an epilogue tying up 
loose threads and plot details. "Everything I wanted 
to say about Pern is finally said, many novels later. It 
was supposed to be a short story, you know. This last 
collection is it, as far as I’m concerned.” 

Tina: Good to see you again at MW. You 
should’ve gotten my letter by now with Nancy’s 
address and about the Sansweet book. 
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Mickey: Yes, I saw Mark’s movie. It wasn’t too 
bad. Again thanks for the Dream Haven Book 
catalog. 

Cheryl: Howdy there, fellow doll maker. J bet you 
loved the title above your letter! 

I had a great time at the 2 toy shows the weekend 
after MW. It was truly a mini con. 

I'll pass this along. Cheree, you might get a kick 
out of this: We were in a Toys R Us in my neck of 
the woods. Cheryl, Lin Ward, Ming and myself were 
all doll clothes shopping and this man came up and 
was wondering what us girls were doing making com- 
ments about the clothes. I was wearing my SE T-shirt. 
We told him we were into SW but he at first thought 
we said ST. He tried to impress us with the fact some 
relative of his printed some SW stuff. I really wasn’t 
paying too much attention until he read my shirt. He 
said "Southern Slaves" then realized what it said. 
After he left, we all got a kick out of it. Southern 
Slaves to Southern Enclave! ((Ed: Sounds like a zine 
Annie Wortham would do, doesn’t it?)) 

Mary Jo: Mark seemed to enjoy his visit with QVC 
and I don’t think he stooped low for it. However, why 
Bill Shatner appeared is really beyond me. Was he 
desperate? Did he do it on a dare? Did he do it as 
a favor to someone? I wonder how much he got for 
his appearance. I figured Nimoy would’ve done it 
before Shatner because Nimoy seems to care a lot 
more about the fans than Bill seems to. 

I went to see Nimoy in March (had a great time). 
He didn’t talk too much Trek (many people grumbled 
about it afterwards) but showed us a film clip of 
volunteer actors in a movie he wants to make about 
the first Siamese twins who lived in the late 1800's. 
After the clip, he asked for our opinions: what 
worked, what didn’t, what could be added or taken 
away, what did we want to see more of, etc... That 
made us feel like we were important. 

Jennifer: Glad to see you at MW and I'll be seeing 
you at ShoreLeave next month. 

A few last little tidbits: It was good to Sharon 
Saye’s review/listing of the SW zines. I hope to see it 
continued. Some of her early listings in Wookiee 
Commode helped to expand my zine collection. My 
thanks. 

I hope everyone has seen or gotten the new SW 
Galaxy Trading Cards because they are gorgeous. 
Steve Sansweet helped pick the art and wrote the stuff 
on the back. Don’t be surprised if there is a second 
series. 

There is going to be a Dark Empire Sourcebook by 
WestEnd due out in the next week or two. 








Whew, I think I’m done. Til next SE, Fly Casually 
In The Force. 

P.S. Haven't mailed this out yet at the date listed 
so am able to add a few things. Just saw Jurassic 
Park, What a damn fine flick! The special effects 
were fantastic and the sound effects -- it was like 
being there with them. The dinosaurs seemed so real. 
I can’t wait to see what Lucas is going to do with this 
new stuff. 

While waiting to see the movie, I found a SW pin- 
ball game! Now that it’s so close, I can go play it. 
The voices are excellent. Han says, "Death Star 
approaching" and "Watch your back, Luke" -- neither 
of which are said in the films but it does sound like 
him. I was able to blow up the Death Star twice and 
it wasn’t easy. My highest score was over 26,000,000. 
That seems like a lot but you get a bonus ball at 
115,000,000 so it gives you an idea. I was only able to 
play 6 times (2 of those times were freebies -- some- 
one must not have used up all their free plays). Find 
the game somewhere and experience it! 


Vader and Vampire Fan 


Veronica Wilson 
717 Second Avenue 
Concordia, KS 66901 


Well, this is the first time I’ve been an active 
participant in SE, although I’ve read many issues and 
thought a great deal about recent debates. I'll begin 
by telling a little about myself, I guess. I’m currently 
in graduate school at Rutgers University, hoping to 
earn a Ph.D. in 20th century American history. (Yes, 
I’m a masochist, with an inexplicable love for very big 
books!) Ill put all my cards on the table now and say 
that I am also an inveterate fan of the Dark Lord, as 
Im certain Marti Schuller has mentioned at least 
once! I also adore well-done vampire books and 
films. I’ve been reading SW zines for years and parti- 
cipating in them intermittently, and am glad that | 
finally took the plunge and decided to become more 
than a passive part of the whole SE experience. 

Now, on to the real stuff... 

I attended MediaWest this year, for the first time 
ever, and had a fabulous time! The SW panels were 
great, and I was thrilled to meet so many of you: 
Cheree, Maggie, Z. P., Judith, Cheryl, Tina, Carolyn, 
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Ming, Tammy, the list goes on and on. It made me 
genuinely sad to leave when it was over. But, I plan 
on attending more of them years into the future, 
Force willing. 

Z. P.: I want to comment on the scene where 
Kenobi goes "pouff", as you put it. Is that full surprise 
DV shows, or merely the desire to confirm that his 
old enemy was indeed dead? If there was disbelief, I 
think it was because the situation would have seemed 
almost too good to be true: after long years of hatred 
and bitterness, the foe was finally gone! Also, the 
Vader story you were thinking of, the one where Pal- 
patine prefers that he remain deformed, was Carol 
Hines-Stroede’s "Anatomy” in Pegasus 6. It’s great! 
Thanks for your words about Mary Sues. I agree that 
SW fandom needs more female characters. The key 
to Mary Sue is not only whether female characters 
sleep with prominent male characters, but also if they 
manage to save the entire galaxy in the process, or to 
change the man’s ways permanently. If a female char- 
acter enters into a sexual or sensual relationship with 
Han, Luke, or Darth, she need not necessarily be a 
Mary Sue. It all depends on how the story is handled, 
how much the author clearly wants to be the woman 
in question, and whether the female character has a 
life of her own outside her romantic relationship. 

Maggie: As I indicated above, your words about 
fear of Mary Sues possibly masking fears of strong 
female characters ring true to me. However, how do 
we explain the nauseating Mary Sues who are too 
passive and domestic, living only to breed children for 
our heroes? And, the old double standards are still 
with us; I have read stories in which strong female 
characters who don’t take lovers are labeled "frigid" by 
other characters, and even by readers who discuss 
these tales. So, is the choice that between a Mary Sue 
and an “ice princess"? If so, how sad. Why can’t 
nuturance and strength of will go together in more 
women in SW fanfic? Yet, most authors seem to have 
few problems portraying this balance in Han or Luke. 
Very strange, considering that most of us are women... 

Remarks to no one in particular: The above topic 
compels me to put in my own two cents’ worth about 
Leia. I have been fascinated by the debate over the 
duration of her virginity. I have talked with fen who 
presume Solo’s days of wine, women and song, but 
who then assume Leia’s inexperience. The films really 
provide no basis for either assumption. While Leia’s 
"proper" upbringing is obvious, do we really know 
what such an upbringing entails? In many societies, 
the aristocracy was the class most prone to sexual 
politics and sensual excess, particularly if steps could 





be taken to avoid pregnancy. 
acceptable to dabble in affairs, especially if one were 
expected to have an arranged marriage. I don’t know 
whether this issue has been discussed in SE before, 
but I wanted to mention it. 

While we are on the pruriently fascinating topic of 


It was perfectly 


sex, I might as well go all the way here. (Pun 
intended.) I personally think that Vader can do it, but 
rarely does. I understand the evidence of the "x-ray" 
scene, but he could well be prosthetic from the thigh 
down and still be equipped. Furthermore, what about 
a cybernetic replacement for that as well? Vader does 
not seem to have any doubts about his own masculini- 
ty. Also, have mercy on us poor Vader fen! There’s 
already so many ways in which he can’t have a normal 
existence; why invent more without hard evidence to 
the contrary? Give the guy a break! 

Maggie again: I love the parallel you made 
between Anakin and Anne Rice’s vampires. Perhaps 
that explains why I love them both ‘so much. Bring on 
the self-tortured types -- but keep them in fiction, 
please! I have more trouble with them in real life. 

Fiorenzo: Got to admit, I love your twisted take 
on things! But, the idea of Darth turning to the Dark 
out of compassion for Palpie really threw me. Is it 
compassion, or stupidity, to jump into an abyss with 
someone in order to keep company with them there? 
Or, is it a moral justification used to hide less noble 
motives? As much as I adore Sithy-poo, I have to say 
that I think the desire for power and quick galactic 
change motivated him the most. Also, if Palpatine 
was so lonely in the Dark, wouldn’t Vader see that 
Darkness was perhaps not the best way to go? How 
can you be seduced by something that inspires your 
pity? Please explain more of this to me -- obviously, 
you did not go into detail in the last issue. I’m 
confused, but intrigued. 

A.G.: As to the Vader-Tarkin relationship, Vader 
was Tarkin’s subordinate because the Emperor wanted 
it that way, obviously. The Grand Moff was in 
control, but perhaps only nominally and formally so. 
To me, the "I told you she would never consciously 
betray the Rebellion” line reeks of smug satisfaction, 
as if Vader was pleased that Tarkin was proven wrong. 
I see them as political rivals as much as allies. They 
each want a larger piece of the Imperial pie. Your 
GL explanation rings true, IMO. In SW, a potential 
one-shot, we only needed a one-dimensional villain, 
but the other films allowed far more development. I 
believe that Palpie subordinated DV to Tarkin in 
order to keep DV in his place -- the Emperor giveth 
and the Emperor taketh away. 


35 





Marti: Well, here I am at last, and this is gonna be 
fun! As for one of the debates that you and I have 
privately discussed: if antebellum Christians could use 
the Bible to justify slavery, then Light-Siders could 
certainly twist or interpret their philosophy to condone 
the murder of Dark-Siders. 1 believe that they could, 
they did, and thus provided hypocrisy and propaganda 
to promote their own doom. Think of Dark-users 
who may have fled to the Sith, or at least further into 
Darkness. This could also help explain Vader’s turn- 
ing: when Good commits Evil, then Evil can be Good, 
and the Jedi are proven to be liars, rotten to the core. 
Ah, the webs of justification both sides could have 
woven! 

Louise: Thanks for pointing out possible parallels 
to the Roman Empire! I thought about the same 
thing, and it’s a great comparison. Rome allowed a 
great deal of local custom and autonomy to remain 
intact in return for official recognition, territory, and 
economic benefits such as taxes, natural resources, 
markets for finished goods, and workforces for the 
core of the empire. We should remember that econo- 
mic dependency ties oppressed to oppressors as much 
as if not more than military might. The latter is used 
only when necessary, so the masses don’t feel as 
exploited from day to day as they really are. Enough 
benefits -- education, luxury goods, roads, etc. -- are 
given to the colonies by the empire that a total split 
becomes both disadvantageous and increasingly 
unthinkable to both sides. Protection is also offered 
against other colonies or internal strife, or against 
terrorism (i.e., rebel disruption of everyday life). 
Thus, one need not control everything to effectively 
rule an empire for a very long while. I believe the 
SW Empire actually enacted beneficiary reforms to 
make dependents more content, grateful, and .. 
dependent. There’s so much more than naked mili- 
tary power at work here, but unfortunately, George 
did not show us the other aspects. 

Treena: Hey, there! Glad to hear from you, and 
am glad to learn that you’re doing well. As you can 
see, I’m still alive, and busy as heck. As for SW, IMO 
the Sith were officially anti-Jedi, with more occult/ 
arcane practices thrown in. I also don’t think DV was 
trained as fully as the Sith in the sorts of Dark Side/ 
black magic milieu in which they excelled. He may 
even have taken on their title without their sanction. 
As for Obi-Wan, I don’t see him as a murderer, eith- 
er. But, I do think he was so blinded by the Dark/ 
Light dichotomy that he could not sense the humanity 
Luke knew remained in Vader. Ben was not sadistic, 
but perhaps possessed of a rigidity surpassed only by 


the Emperor’s own. I wonder whether you are being 
too generous with that idea of Ben’s guiding Luke 
down the confrontation path. That "more machine 
than man" line hardly sounds like encouragement to 
go seek out DV’s Light and humanity. Am I too 
harsh? 

Tina: Thanks for defending our Dark Lord’s 
"manhood"! I loved your stallion comment, of course. 
We obviously think alike in this respect, and I hope to 
talk with you about such things upon many occasions 
in the future! 

Cheryl Pryor: Thanks also for “sticking up" for 
Vader! I knew I couldn’t be the only one here who 
gets upset over such dire matters. By the way, I love 
Dr. Doom -- are you reading the new series, Doom 
20997? It’s great. 

Mary Jo: I’ve enjoyed your last few letters, 
especially since I also adore Depeche Mode, New 
Order, et al. Are they really touring together? 
Where? When? I’m drooling at the thought. IfAvhen 
I visit the D.C. area to see a friend of mine, maybe we 
can get together for SW gab. 

Well, this is rather long, isn’t it? I guess I won’t 
know until I see it in double columns, Cheree! For all 
those I didn’t comment to, you’ll eventually feel the 
brunt, I’m sure. I enjoyed all the letters, and am 
happy to be an active Enclavers at last. 


Ah, MediaWest! 


Tammy Olsen 
Box 153 Benton Road 
North Haverhill, NH 03774 


June 5, 1993 


What can I start with? Ah, MediaWest! I’m glad 
I waited until after MW to write in. For any SW fan 
that didn’t go (this was my first time) or has never 
gone before, you missed the greatest fan gathering in 
the galaxy. True, I’m speaking from my own point of 
view (Charyl, is this a Ben-ism?), but I think every SW 
fan and writer I met this weekend had a great time. 
I had never been to MW before so I wasn’t sure what 
to expect. I knew this was a SF con and not just SW, 
so I tried not to get too excited (of course, as the con 
got closer, I got more and more excited) about what, 
if anything, there would be for SW fans. I was soon 
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to find out that SW fans made up the largest group at 
the con. It’s hard to say what was my most favorite 
part of the con. I really liked the SW panels. That’s 
how I met most of the other fans and.writers. I soon 
found out that most of the fans could talk about SW 
all day without tiring of it. (I was in SW heaven.) 
Considering what time some of us went to bed some 
nights (right, Veronica and Marti?), we most definitely 
did not tire of SW. The only thing I was disappointed 
about was that I didn’t get to talk to everyone that I 
would have liked to. I couldn’t even remember all 
their names. Being in a room with twenty plus SW 
fans, all introducing themselves, made me a little 
confused. ((Ed: Tammy, you have just described a 
typical MWC! We are all in that same boat every year!)) 

Sorry, Jennifer Moore, I didn’t realize who you 
were until Monday morning when you had to leave. 

Cheree: IJ didn’t even get to ask you where Katy 
was. I saw her picture last year in SE and had hoped 
to see her at MWC 13. ((Ed: Katy and my husband, 
Randy, didn’t get to come this year due to Katy’s school 
schedule. Hopefully, they'll be there next year.)) 

It was so wonderful being able to place names with 
faces. I couldn’t believe how many names I 
recognized. It was great meeting all of you and I 
hope to see everyone at MWC 14. 

I also wanted to mention that I recorded (with my 
camcorder) all of the SW panels and some of the 
Blaster Battle. If anyone would like a copy, just send 
me a blank tape and a few dollars for postage, and I'll 
send you the very full tape. 

Charyl Perry: I do hope I see a letter from you in 
SE. Or maybe a story or poem in a zine. Are you 
going to dress up next year? Let me know. It was 
great meeting and hanging around with you. See ya 
next year. 

Veronica Wilson: You had better start LoCing in 
SE or you'll have me to deal with as well as Marti. 
You are very welcome to room with me next year if 
you want to. I think all the SW fans should take over 
an entire floor. Opinion? I think Ming is working on 
something. 

Judith Yuenger: I never knew what it took to do 
the STAR aWARdS. The medals are beautiful (I'd 
never seen one before) and so are the certificates. I 
know the awards will become popular as time passes, 
and I would just like to volunteer my help should you 
ever need it. I don’t have your address or I would 
write to you. 

Z.P.: It was great meeting you at MW. 

IMO, what was left of Vader did go pouff when he 
died and Luke just honored his father by burning the 





armor. Plus, if he had left the armor, the Ewoks (and 
Rebels) would have had a field day with it. I don’t 
think Luke would have been able to handle that. 

Yes, the letterbox format is the black stripes at the 
top and bottom of the screen. The picture is much 
longer and it’s as close as you're going to get sitting in 
your own living room. 

I agree that Owen was a grouch. Luke must have 
learned caring and love from Beru. He certainly 
couldn’t have gotten it from Owen. 

You mentioned an original story by George where 
Luke had twelve kids. Did this give you the idea to 
give Luke 24 sons and a daughter? I love the idea. I 
just hope the daughter comes from a woman and not 
some skin and tissue samples. 

I tried to bury the Mary Sue thing. I hope I did it 
in a believable way. My Luke romance will be in 
(hopefully) AS#5 or #6. 

Nora Mayers: Why did they make Han step on 
that stick? Why, to have an excuse to hit him. Now, 
don’t get upset. I’m a Luke fan. But I don’t neces- 
sarily hate Han. Just dislike him. It was nice to see 
him get backhanded by an Imperial. After the pain 
Luke went through (in all the movies), it was good to 
see someone else go through some pain, too. 

Carolyn Golledge: Another fan I failed to recog- 
nize at MW until late Monday. Sorry I didn’t intro- 
duce myself. It was so hard to read the nametags 
without staring at the person’s chest. 

I loved the music you played on the piano Monday 
night. I could have sat there and listened all night. 
I'd never heard SW music played on the piano before. 

Catherine Churko: Too bad you couldn’t make it 
to MWC. I wanted to meet you. Ah, well, maybe 
next year. Are you a Luke fan, too? We need some 
more at MW. We were surrounded by Han fans all 
weekend. Have you ever read Jeanine Hennig’s 
"Catalyst!" series? Whoa, talk about hormones. 
These stories are a must for Luke-lusters. 

Tim Blaes: Thank you! I’m glad I’m not the only 
one who doesn’t like the theory that the Emperor’s 
zaps sterilized Luke. I let Marti (who, by the way, is 
a Luke fan) know (at MWC) exactly how I felt on the 
subject. 

Maggie Nowakowska: Great meeting you at MW. 
I really like the idea of you doing a zine about the 
rumors in SW fandom. Like explaining the Cathedral 
of Luke/Church of Ford thing, Mary Sue, and other 
things that us new fans might not know about. 

Marti Schuller: Did you make it to your plane 
Tuesday morning? Did you get any sleep? I really 
enjoyed talking to you and Veronica all night (even if 








it was 3 a.m. when I finally left). I’m glad I found 
someone else in the same motel as me. Did you 
squeeze Veronica’s hand all the way home? You told 
me you hated to fly. One day I'll tell you about my 
flight home from Spain. That was enough to make 
just about anyone scared to fly. ROTJ was your 
favorite film, too! It was mine mostly because of the 
growing up Luke did and the Man that he became. 
(You sure don’t want to mother that Man.) 

Tina Bentrup: Congrats again on your Star Award 
for "The Blue Jawa." I'll send you some of my pic- 
tures. You looked so cute in the Jawa costume. 
Especially kneeling in front of the Emperor. 

Oh, by the way, does anyone have the address of 
the woman that played the Emperor? Debbie Hoyt. 
I'd like to write her but I can’t find her address. 

Hi, Dan. Sorry. Didn’t mean to leave you out. 

Coming from a Vader fan, what’s your opinion on 
Vader’s "equipment"? How about you, Veronica? 

It was great meeting you at MW. Next year I will 
wear my SW t-shirts. 

Michelle Malkin: Did you make it to MW? I 
didn’t see you but then I didn’t stare at everyone’s 
chest either. 

Cheryl Pryor: Did you enjoy MW? I think I met 
you. The only problem is I don’t remember what you 
look like. Having 3-4 Cheryls (all spelled differently, 
of course) at the con (all being SW fans), it was very 
easy to get confused. 

Did you make the SW dolls at the art show at MW 
this year? They were beautiful! I was just sorry I 
couldn’t take any pictures. ((Ed: See photos of the 
doll exhibit taken by Debbie Kittle, one of the organizers, 
elsewhere in this issue.)) 

What’s this about Z. P.’s x-rated zine? More info, 
please. 

SW Galaxy Cards: Has everyone seen these? 
They are beautiful. Some (rather most) of the artists 
captured the characters perfectly. I was so pleased 
that they were so many of Luke. And the etched foil 
cards are just as beautiful (of the four that I’ve seen). 

Mary Jo Fox: Did you see the last QVC special 
with Anthony Daniels? I missed it (hiss). My Lucas- 
film Mag was late. 

Debbie Kittle: I do remember seeing you at 
MWC. But I didn’t get the chance to talk to you. 
Next time for sure. 

If I’ve forgotten someone, I apologize. I just can’t 
remember everyone I saw. Until next time, the Force 
Will Be With You Always. 





ie a a 666606060 aaa aS 


Matthew Whitney 
1003 Allen Street 
Springfield, MA 01118 


May 31, 1993 


On all the different versions of the films floating 
around: Do you suppose it was a mechanism to track 
bootlegs? I recall talk of some “secret code" to 
identify each individual print and facilitate tracing. 
Maybe they tossed a scene in/out to make batches of 
prints obviously different? 

On the Vader v. Tarkin power struggle: Vader 
was probably under orders from Palpatine to obey 
Tarkin without question. Tarkin struck me as the 
penultimate ruthless military governor, but with huge 
differences between his and Vader’s methods. Notice 
how he did not allow Darth to kill Motti. If that had 
been TESB or ROTI, that Imperial would’ve been 
dead, no question. Vader was more than a bit rough 
on the subordinates. As has been pointed out on 
many occasions, Darth’s wasteful use of strength 
established him as able to wield great power and 
terror but it was not an efficient way to utilize his 
work force (no pun intended). By assigning Darth to 
Tarkin, Palpatine may have been hoping his pet dark 
sider would learn some moderation. Tarkin really was 
"holding Vader's leash.” With the destruction of DS1 
and the emergence of a Jedi threat, Palpatine no 
longer had the luxury of slowly molding Vader into a 
more manageable agent, and was forced to “unleash” 
him before he was ready. 

Babylon 5: Wonderful FX and concept! If it goes 
to series, I’ll give it a chance, but I do not think the 
pilot was the best 2 hours of TV ever to grace my 
screen. The male actors seemed very wooden, overly 
serious. The plot was average, but not all that 
ground-breaking, rather routine, IMO. But, I think 
there is a lot of potential. Pilot episodes often are 
neither the best or worst of a series. Sometimes they 
showcase the only good ideas the creators had, or 
suffer from all the "bugs" not being worked out yet 
and are overloaded with introducing the characters 
and situations (look at TNG’s pilot for an example). 
BS5 left me wondering what would happen next, so 
even though I wasn’t bowled over, I was interested 
enough to want more. 

I mentioned last time that I was going to a con 
where Dave Prowse would be a GoH (along with Jon 
Pertwee and John DeLancie). It was a very nice 
event, put on by the "pro” group "K & L Productions." 
They still know what fandom is about (unlike Crea- 





38 


tion). Dave was terrific, and you could sense he loved 
being out among fans. Having heard he was not all 
that healthy these days, I was concerned how he’d be 
... but despite a limp, he seemed rather chipper. I'd 
brought along an 8x10 of the shot Cheree printed in 
SE several issues back, of him "choking” me at a 1988 
con. Dave flipped for it, loved it, and offered to pay 
for copies to be sent to him! Naturally I refused his 
generous offer to pay for the shots, after all the joy 
that man’s work has given me, and was delighted to 
send copies of the 8x10 to his London charity’s 
address. Got a nice thank you from him afterwards... 
what a terrific gent! 

Jeremy Bullock ... in TESB, wasn’t he also the 
unmasked Imperial officer in charge of Leia, Lando, 
Chewie, and 3PO as they are being escorted to 
Vader’s ship? He’s the one who pulls Leia through 
the doorway when she’s yelling warnings to Luke. 
The actor is one of several non-Dr. Who guests who 
have been invited to VISIONS 93 con to fill out the 
GoH list. I already have my favorite Boba Fett and 
Edward of Wickham photos lined up _ for 
autographing. 

To update any pet-lovers who are interested, 
Lucky, the black cat we rescued has turned one year 
old, and is still the sweetest little thing you could hope 
for. A more affectionate cat we have never had. You 
cannot pick her up and cradle her like a baby, like the 


normal cat. She must hug back, paws around your 


neck, and nuzzle. What a darling! Debbie, no need 
to welcome me to cat ownership ... for we’ve been 
owned by various felines for my entire life (save when 
I was four, the cat we had then was killed in traffic, 
and I cried until my folks broke down and got mea 
new one, Dusty, who was with us 18 blessed years). 
We have had four cats in the last 25+ years, none of 
whom have been allowed to roam after that first 
tragedy. The furniture is in shreds, but we’re happy. 

Have a happy summer, all, and Follow the Force! 
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Jennifer Moore 


1204 S. Washington St. #301W 
Alexandria, VA 22314 


June 8, 1992 


Hey, it was great seeing everyone at MediaWest! 
Man, J had a blast! SW fandom is really hitting its 
stride! My thanks go out to Judy, Arwen, and Z. P. 
for the Star Awards; and to whoever thought of all 
those great SW panels. 

A couple of conversations I had with some writers 
really stuck out in my mind so [ll pass on what was 
said: First off, there was talk that the Star Awards 
should be expanded. One way was suggested thus -- 
have the persons who came in second in the voting be 
recognized as an “honorable mention” category. What 
do you SE folks think? Is it $ feasible? Would it 
make the awards process too complicated? Let me 
know what you think. Secondly, I learned a lot about 
the history of SW fandom. It was wilder than I 
thought! Seriously though, it was neat to see where 
one fit in the scheme of things. Good luck and thank 
you all for your efforts in writing this history down, 
Maggie! All in all, MWC is the SW con! I came 
home with a fistful of ideas for zine stuff after talking 
and a Jot of listening... 

Cheryl and Lin: It was great seeing you both 
again! Had a great time sharing a laugh. But how 
did you fit all that stuff into your car? 

Marti and Veronica: Now I’ve met the Luke and 
Vader authorities. Keep on writing and hope to see 
you at MWC next year. 

Carolyn: Thanks for showing me the photos of 
Down Under. I’m definitely saving the $ to go there. 
Keep those stories coming! 

Debbie: Loved the Bantha! Now let’s see you 
make a taun-taun. 

Cheree, Kathy, Tammy and Tina: And to everyone 
else -- SW fandom is a great group of folks. Keep the 
laughter and creativity going. 

Well, this letter is getting too long so I'll sign off. 
Take care, everyone. MTFBWY and enjoy the 
summer! 
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Mary Jo Fox 
9805 Fox Rest Lane 
Vienna, VA 22181 


Yep, I’ve moved again. Such is the nomadic life of 
a Corellian. 

So much to say, so little ink... 

First of all, Maggie’s comments about how fan 
writers treat female characters inspired me to send 
something off. I can’t believe people had actually 
written stories where Leia gets spanked! Just for 
being the kind of person who doesn’t take bull from 
anybody. What a shame. When I was just seven, and 
I saw ANH for the first time, I thought, "Cool! 
Finally a heroine I can relate to!" Give me a 
character like Leia any day over most of the helpless 
victims that the media barrages us with. Don’t you 
guys realize that Leia opened the door for other 
female, strong characters like Ripley in the Aliens 
movies or Sarah Conner from Terminator 1 and 2? 
Now, most of the fanfic I’ve read doesn’t have such 
vile scenes where spankings or anything of that nature 
occurs. But think about this the next time we’re 
tempted to cast Leia as the super bitch from hell. It’s 
really the same thing as making Luke a wimp or Han 
an idiot. Nobody likes to see that in stories, do they? 

This brings me to my second point. I have to 
explain some things about what A. G. Steyn said 
about the one story that appeared in a certain zine 
that made a certain character look bad. I guess I 
must have been one of those folks who wrote “hate 
mail" about that story. Please, let me explain that I 
don’t like to see any of the heroes portrayed in a 
negative way. It’s just the way I am. I grew up 
looking up to these guys as heroes and stuff. I see 
them as dear old friends, almost like a second family. 
When I read a story where, say, Luke goes beserk and 
kills a bunch of kids at the zoo, it hurts in a way. It’s 
like somebody telling you dear old Uncle Jim-Bob 
isn’t in Saudi Arabia living with the Bedouins, but he’s 
really a death row convict/child molester. Or that 
your dad is the second most evil guy in the galaxy. I 
don’t understand the point of taking an established 
character that’s normally good and making him or her 


' irredeemably evil just to make the people who like 


that character angry or as retribution for the wrongs 
committed to another character in other stories. At 
least, IMO, there was a reason for the events in Dark 
Empire other than taking out one’s frustrations with 
the character or his fans. 

Also, it looks like I'll have to take up my lightsaber 
again to defend ROTJ. I’m sick to death of the 





ROT3J-bashing within and outside of fandom. No, it 
wasn’t 100% perfect, but nothing is. I think it had a 
lot to do with people’s expectations as to what was 
supposed to happen, and they were disappointed, even 
angered, that Lucas had the audacity to conclude the 
trilogy as he saw fit. A lot of the big-shot movie 
critics ripped on it because they knew people would 
go see it, no matter what they said about it. This 
bruised their egos, so they retaliated with harsh 
criticism. 

I know I’m far, far, far from alone in thinking that 
ROTI was one helluva movie. I even know people 
who thought it was the best of the trilogy. The acting 
was excellent, and everyone successfully showed that 
their characters have matured. As for Han specifi- 
cally, he’s mellowed out. He trusts his friends’ 
judgments more, and he’s acting as a team player 
rather than trying to show off. Granted, he’s still a 
very practical man and not a big believer in the Force. 
So, of course, he’s going to be a bit perplexed by the 
metaphysical events going on around him. I never 
perceived it as dumbness. The important thing is that 
although all of the Force stuff doesn’t really mesh 
with his sense of reason, he still loves (and accepts) 
Leia and Luke unconditionally. 

As for the Ewoks, again I know some people don’t 
like cute little furballs, but realize the point being 
made as they trounce the well-armed Imps: the power 
of technology means squat next to the powers of the 
human spirit and of nature/life itself. This is a theme 
that appears in the saga several times, and it under- 
scores Luke’s quest to redeem his father’s soul. 

Finally, no one can deny that the pacing, action 
and special effects were nothing short of thrilling. So, 
Pl stick by my blasters and root for the way Episode 
VI was done. 

Now I know some of y’all are going to bash the 
hell out of The Last Command because many of you 
have it in for Timothy Zahn for some reason. I'll 
admit that the solution to the Imp spy mystery was a 
bit of a letdown, but overall, I thought it was a very 
nice conclusion to a wonderful series. I loved the 
birth scene -- what a tearjerker! The big fight with 
C’Baoth on Wayland was great and I think Mara came 
off as a much more likeable character. So, I give TLC 
a thumbs-up and I'm definitely psyched for more SW 
novels, as they’re all "historically" consistent and the 
quality’s high. 

The SW Galaxy cards are absolutely breathtaking. 
They blow every other card set into the next universe. 
Topps really outdid themselves. My favorite cards are 
Joe Smith’s portrait of Leia, Stelfreeze’s Boba Fett, 
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and Muth’s picture of the droid gazing at Luke’s 
severed head. A comic book store employee told me 
Topps is going to do a second set. Let’s hope he’s 
right! 

Did you guys get Star Wars Generation? It’s very 
warped, just the way I like it. I fell over laughing at 
the "Jesus Christ Super Star Wars" centerfold. It’s 
great stuff all the way around, and hopefully it will 
lure more people into SW fandom. 

Speaking of zines, let me take this time to plug a 
zine I’m creating with a new fandomite, James 
Teitelbaum. It’s called Blue Harvest, and it’s going to 
be mostly articles, essays, news, and reviews. It’s 
about 24 pages long and it’s bi-annual, for now. #1 is 
pretty much full but SASE me for more info, or 
James. 

Catherine: I loved the inauguration picture. I was 
only 10 miles from the action, but as I hate crowds, I 
watched it allon TV. My folks got to see the 1989 
swearing-in ceremony up close (I come from a house 
o’ Republicans, sorry). Anyway, I drove near the 
Capitol today, which made me think of your illo, 
which then reminded me of a heart-warming event. It 
was July 4, 1992, and I was watching fireworks across 
the Potomac from Washington. ‘There were two 
Spanish-speaking teenage girls behind me. At one 
point, one girl says to her companion in English, "This 
is just like the end of ROTJ.” It brought a tear to my 
eye. Sniff... 

Z.P.: Episodes IV, V and VI were all aimed at 
the 14 year old age group, and they turned out just 
fine. 

Tammy: I don’t know about the ships crashing into 
the shield in ROTJ, but the scene where Luke gets his 
fingers mashed before falling into the Rancor pit does 
exist. You weren’t hallucinating. 

Anne-Virginie: SW is a true story, darn it! What 
will it take to convince everyone of this fact?! 

Gerald: Does this mean I’m the only one who has 
seen that raunchy mud wrestling scene from TESB, or 
the ten-minute long music video sequence with the 
devil worshippers? 

Dark Horse is starting a new superheroes line this 
summer. Personally, I don’t like superhero comics, 
but if they help finance more SW titles, then it’s cool 
with me. 

Obi-Wanky-Knobby? Ewww... I don’t even want 
to think about it. 

The Jedi use the Force from within themselves to 
manipulate their surroundings, including technological 
devices. That’s my explanation. Does it make sense? 

Tim: I’ve met a cast member of Plan 9 -- he 





played a cop. He was a real nice guy and he had lots 
of good things to say about Bela Lugosi and Ed 
Wood, Jr. That bit about Ed wearing women’s clothes 
was definitely true! 

Hey, a "Young Leia" chronicles would be cool! 
How come nobody’s written stuff like that before? 
(With the exception of Susan D. Smith)? C'mon, 
guys, I can’t do it all by myself. 

Well, it looks like Young Indy is history (no pun 
intended) for now. Hopefully, USA or the Sci Fi 
Channel or somebody else will pick it up, and even 
show the "lost" episodes. It sucks ... they had so much 
talent working on that show. Meanwhile, Herman’s 
Head is still on the air. Ain’t no justice in this galaxy! 

Maggie: You know, I’ve suspected Anakin was 
very much like Lestat (the vampire from the Rice 
novels), Lestat was the kind of guy who always 
wanted something more and better than what he had. 
He lived from one thrill to the next, and he loved 
power and attention. The list of leadership qualities 
was easy to apply to folks we know went bad, like 
Anakin or Palpatine, but it’s not so comfortable for 
me to do so with "good" characters like Mothma or 
Leia. Strange, considering how skeptical I am of 
Earthly politicians. 

Fiorenzo: Yeah, can’t wait to see the Young 
Palpie Chronicles! I don’t know if Anakin felt sorry 
for Palpie, at least enough to turn darksider. I’d like 
to think it was because Anakin was a power junkie, 
and Palpie knew how to give it to him until he was 
hopelessly hooked. 

The new pinball game rocks! I suck at pinball but 
you couldn’t get me away from the darned thing. The 
effects are awesome! On the game I played, Luke 
yells out, "Noooo!” just as you lose the ball. Data 
East deserves to be worshipped for creating such a 
great game! 

Catriona: Ho Hos are these small cylindrical 
chocolate cakes with foamy white stuff swirled in 


them. I agree with Cheryl -- I don’t think Zahn’s — 


Luke is a wimp. 

Do the zine! Do it now! Just six months ago Blue 
Harvest was a far off, nearly impossible dream and 
now it’s almost a reality. If a lazy butt like me can do 
it, you can do it, too. It doesn’t have to be flashy to 
be good, either. 

Tina: I loved the chocolate chip illustrations! 
Yup, D.C.-area fen grow like weeds out here ... too 
bad you left. 

Cheree: Your response to Michelle’s comments 
about bad writing inspired an idea! Somebody should 
have a Bad SW Story Contest. Yes! Fandom’s finest 


41 





vying to write the crappiest SW story this galaxy has 
ever seen. Lots of lines like "Han jerked erect” or 
"the ship flatulated through space.” While we’re at it, 
how about a "Worst Poem" or “Worst Filk" category? 
Subcategories like “Worst Sex Scene," “Worst Battle 
Scene" or "Stupidest Use of the Force"? ((Ed: 
Obviously you’ve never seen the magnum opus crudzines 
entitled Far Realms Sex and its sequel, Far Realms Sux, 
put out by yours truly and Jeanine Hennig, lo, these 
many years ago. The first contained sexually question- 
able stories such as “A Man and His Blaster" with lines 
like "Han slowly caressed the shining barrel of his 
blaster, admiring the length and hardness of it.". Maybe 
someday I'll resurrect these dubious contributions to 
zinedom and reprint them.)) 

Cheryl: What kind of beer does Vader drink? 
Black Label, of course! I’m not really a costume 
wearer. Would an “undead” Princess Leia do? Fangs 
and braids go well together. 

Jennifer: I’m not a big fan of slash. In fact, I 
don’t even understand its appeal. I think some people 
might even be scared off by slash. They may be inter- 
ested in fanfic, but they sure don’t want to read about 
their favorite heroes doing the nasty with someone of 
the same sex. 

Debbie: Wasn’t Harrison beautiful on YIJC? 
Sigh. What did you think of kiddie book #6? The 
wedding scene was nice, particularly Leia’s 
premonition about having twins. The authors forgot 
though that Leia has a third child after DE. Where'd 
he go, huh? Anyway, that Ken guy was a pain. I bet 
Fiorenzo’s peeved he’s Palpie’s granchild. What an 
embarrassment. Fiorenzo has my permission to 
assassinate this brat so that no one stands in his way 
to getting the Imperial throne. 

Well, mes amis, c’est fini. Don’t stop preaching 
SW on street corners and in airports. There are many 
converts to be won and sheep to be returned to the 
fold. "Enjoy yourself, it’s later than you think!" 

(You will buy Blue Harvest... You will buy Blue 
Harvest... You will buy Blue Harvest...) 








Yvette Ghilan 
P. O. Box 3246 
61032 Tel Aviv 
Israel 


June 15, 1993 


First, to all of you who so kindly welcomed me: 
Thanks! To Tammy Olsen and Mary Jo Fox, who 
wrote to me directly: Thanks! Thanks! By now, you'll 
all have come back from the convention and that will 
be what you’ll be talking about, while I'll just talk 
about old stuff -- sigh. 

Let me apologize for commenting on some of the 
subjects raised, without mentioning the names of those 
who did: it’s because, some time ago, I read three 
issues of SE one after the other, and those subjects 
have been discussed by so many of you, back and 
forth, that I don’t quite remember who raised the 
issue first. ° 

Item: the "spice" controversy, was Han Solo a 
drug-runner. No, a thousand times, no! Watch the 
movies, his cargo is never mentioned by name. Who 
said "spice"? Some peripheral, I bet. Han Solo is not 
a criminal, he’s a smuggler, sure, but under the 
Empire, that’s an honorable mention! (And if any- 
body listening as never smuggled anything past the 
airport customs, please raise your hand ... that’s what 
I thought). The cargo for Jabba he dumped may have 
been tibanna gas, the equivalent of vanilla, firewater 
(aha!), even electronic components for spaceships -- 
anything that is expensive and must pay Imperial 
excise. But neither drugs, slaves nor arms. It is made 
abundantly clear in the course of the story that Han 
Solo has a conscience. And so has Chewie. 

Item: killing in that Galaxy. Even the Jedi kill in 
self-defense. How much moreso people like Han and 
Chewbacca, who are in very real danger, all the time, 
from criminals and unprincipled beings. Also, it 
strikes me that the cultures described don’t have the 
Judeo-Christian Decalogue. "Thou shalt not kill" 
would be meaningless to them. They’d ask: Kill who? 
Kill when? 

Item: Dark Jedi punishments. It comes through, 
in the Saga, loud and clear -- vanquishing Evil does 
not mean more evil but turning that evil into Good. 
That’s what I believe they try to do, first of all, to a 
Jedi who turns to the Dark Side -- bring him back. 
Only when it doesn’t work, do they try to destroy him 
(not always successfully ... but then, Vader is truly a 
special case). 

Item: To edit or not to edit. As a writer, my first 
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reaction to an editor’s request for change is to foam 
at the mouth. Then I calm down and consider the 
merits (or absence) of same. You know, sometimes 
they’re right? And sometimes I just pull my story. 
And editors are different. Each has her (it’s mostly 
her) ideas and tastes. And some are better at their 
job than others. An editor has the right to refuse to 
print something, just as a writer has the right to pull 
something. Fiorenzo Delle Rupi: I understand your 
reasons for printing something you consider utterly 
bad. Let the readership decide. But somehow I don’t 
think that would work with the fandom we're dealing 
with here. 

Marti Schuller: I, too, think that Bail Organa knew 
that Leia was the daughter of Obi-Wan’s pupil, and 
even that Ben was on Tatooine. What he didn’t know 
was that Leia had a brother and that Anakin had 
turned to the Dark Side, two facts which Ben kept as 
the deepest of secrets. Bail and his wife couldn’t have 
children of their own and adopted Leia in such a way 
that everyone thought she was their natural daughter. 
I believe that Obi-Wan sent the mother to them, 
shortly after Leia’s birth (she was born on Tatooine, 
of course, together with Luke, who was left in the 
keeping of his aunt Beru and her husband Owen). 
But the mother stayed in contact with the Organa 
family somehow, for Leia knew her until her death, 
when Leia was two years old. I made it that since 
Leia tells Luke she remembers her, and usually two 
years is the limit of a child’s memory. (I’ve written a 
story about this, called "Genesis.”) 

As to why Luke was raised with his own surname: 
Obi-Wan had foreseen that Tatooine, the marginal, 
savage planet barely on the charts, was the one place 
where the Empire would not look for a Jedi’s off- 
spring -- for the next twenty years. That is why he 
also stayed there himself. (I have much else to say on 
Obi-Wan Kenobi...) 

Louise Turner: About Jedi lovemaking. I agree 
with you. I have always seen the Jedi as having 
powerful emotions, yet being able to control them 
completely, unlike the rest of us. I also agree that the 
Empire is sexist and despises women, but the Alliance 
does not. True, we don’t see many heroines, but 
women are far from "token" in the Rebellion. We see 
the artillery operator of the ion cannon on Hoth; the 
monitors of both sexes, sitting side by side; the fighter 
pilot in the Second Death Star battle, making us 
surmise that there are many others; Mon Mothma, of 
course, who is the leader; and, standing behind her in 
the briefing room, with the generals and the politi- 
cians, a pregnant woman! And nobody ever wonders 








at Leia’s career, from Senator to intelligence agent, to 
leader of an outpost, to guerilla fighter. No, women 
are as much equals in the Alliance as in the star fleet 
of the Next Generation ... (which I think copied SW 
in this) and strong women are the norm. 

So, yes, let’s have a strong woman for Luke, and 
one who can feel and use the Force! He likes strong 
women and I have always thought he needed and 
deserved a special one, not just some ordinary girl... 
Seems, though, that not everyone can create such a 
woman. Maybe you would like to try? I have written 
about a strong woman who’s in love with an unsus- 
pecting Luke. The story’s called "The Flames of 
Winter" and may be printed in 1994 (fanzines are 
crowded). 

Anne-Virginie Dutech: The French are so 
rational! (You are French, aren’t you?) The cold 
light of reason says those are George Lucas’ creations, 
not pre-existing beings... I remember I started out the 
same way (French and rational), but now, since SW, 
I can simultaneously know that the Trilogy is a work 
of art created by collaborative effort, invented and 
orchestrated by George Lucas, and also another 
universe’s scripture. No, not a Bible of our Earth 
(yet), but it definitely relates what happened -- on 
another plane or in another galaxy. 

A. G. Steyn: About made-up names for objects 
that are the same in that galaxy and that confuse the 
hell out of the reader. I agree. I, too, prefer saying 
"elevator" to "turbo-lift" and "radio" to "hypercomm". 
But I’ve found that some editors are very insistent on 
"Galactic" words, so I try to comply... But I still say 
“wine” and "silk" and definitely refuse to use a hubble- 
dibubble! On the other hand, one should be careful, 
when writing, to stay in the SW galaxy and not come 
down to our Earth, by having such things as printouts 
and watches -- there’s no paper and no timepieces in 
that galaxy -- or, even worse, have the characters 
behave in Earth-specific ways (some, American- 
specific!). This is the kind of thing that makes so 
much of fan fiction lose its credibility. 

While it is true that the human sentients shown in 
SW are clearly of the Human race to which we 
belong, with every quality and foible we know so well, 
we have to consider the cultural differences caused 
not only by millenia of technological civilization, but 
by the plurality of their worlds. Even we are different 
from one side of the planet to the other. They must 
be significantly different from 20th Century Earth 
Humans, whether from New Delhi or from New York. 
If we disregard this when we write about that Galaxy, 
we run the risk of losing credibility. 
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This is a subject I’ve been giving a lot of thought. 
Cheree Cargill, if you agree, I could send you an 
article for publication in SE, "What’s What in the SW 
Galaxy" about what they have, and what they don’t, 
and what it means, in my opinion. ((Ed: Sure, I’m 
always willing to consider articles for publication.)) 

Well, I'll say goodbye now, hope I haven't 
overstayed my welcome. All the best to all of you, 
until next time. May the Force be With You. 


Cabin Fever 


Tim Blaes 
Route 6, Box 294 
Hendersonville, NC 28792-9455 


MediaWest 13 seemed a bit slow this year, prob- 
ably due in part to the economy. It seems I missed 
most of the SW-related panels, and as a result didn’t 
get any of them on audio tape this time. Sorry. I 
hope the woman with the camcorder sends you copies. 

I would have loved to have been at Revelcon this 
year, if for no other reason than they were celebrating 
my birth month this time, but I couldn’t scrape the 
transportation together. Instead, I spent that weekend 
in the middle of the Blizzard of ’93, without power for 
three days, surrounded by drifts over my waist. Can 
you say "cabin fever"? 

Debbie Kittle: Security tapes from Leia’s cell and 
any other material pertaining to the investigation of 
her escape may have been sent to the Imperial home- 
world on routine upload. Also, did Vader even con- 
sider that he might have a son? Perhaps, on first 
viewing of the tape, he thought it was an interesting 
coincidence that Luke had the same last name as his 
former self. It was only later than he added it all up 
and deduced who Luke was to him. 

Jennifer Moore: I feel the same as you, that 
"slash" is “the Creature That Ate Media Fandom!" 
Why this is the only relationship that some fans want 
to explore is beyond me. Lest there be any slash fans 
in earshot who want to stone me, I protest the pro- 
portion of slash zines to the rest of zines published, 
and not their existence. 

Mary Jo Fox: Perhaps the reason things haven’t 
"heated up" between Han and Leia in the Zahn books 
and the juveniles is because Lucas may have other 
plans for them. Or because he has no plans. 

What you said about exploring the dark side of 


ourselves reminded me of something Deanne Troi 
said in a Next Gen episode, something about "Owning 
your own shadow." How would Jedi go about ack- 
nowledging their dark side? Yoda’s advice seemed 
more along the lines of selling your shadow, rather 
than owning it. 

Pm sorry to say-that I haven’t read the Sandman 
comic yet, but I did buy and enjoy Death: The High 
Cost of Living mini-series. Only one day as a mortal 
every 100 years? She should get out more often. 

I’m not sure how I would describe Luke and Leia’s 
relationship by the end of TESB, but I don’t think it 
was sibling-like. There was so little interaction 
between them in that movie that it’s hard to tell how 
their relationship developed at all. The only time we 
see Luke, Leia and Han together is during the medi- 
cal center scene and I’m not sure that reflects a very 
healthy relationship between them. 

Cheryl Pryor: You want to hear my "daydream" 
about Jedi lovemaking techniques? Well ... I’ve 
always had a curiosity regarding what a woman feels 
during lovemaking. I have to use my imagination but 
a skilled Jedi would know what their partner was 
feeling. 

Michelle Malkin: Your coconut shell recap of the 
"Church of Ford" was concise and on the mark. It 
was hard to debate with people who thought there 
were subliminal clues in the sound track that proved 
their assertions. Besides, all right-thinking SW fen 
know that Wedge Antilles is the true hero of the Saga. 

I seem to be in the minority in liking Space 
Rangers. In panels at MediaWest and other cons, SR 
is generally ridiculed and picked apart. In some 
respects, SR is more plausible than ST, in my opinion. 
Babylon 5 has been picked up, glory hallelujah!! BS 
will change how SF is done on TV from here on out. 
I hadn’t even heard about this Tomorrow People one- 
shot you mentioned. What network was it on? 

Did Harrison’s son try to sell his father’s cancelled 
checks at a Californiacon? You're the first I’ve heard 
of this. 

Catriona Campbell: My memory may not be what 
it should be, but I can’t remember the full term "Dark 
Lord(s) of the Sith" being used 'in any of the films. Is 
this something else A. D. Foster originated? 

I liked your idea for a ST:TNG/SW tale. If the 
NCC-1701D manages to get to Tatooine, would the 
crew see ST reruns on the Mos Eisley TV-station? 

Still trying to find a photo of McBubba to send 
you. Until then, let’s just say that the Scottish 
Klansman has a pointy head and if he doesn’t like 
you, he’ll burn a Celtic cross on your lawn. ((Ed: He 


44 





also has plaid sheets.)) 

Marti Schuller: I like "old Indy", and wouldn’t 
mind seeing him in an episode to himself with no 
flashbacks. 

The brain may not be the seat of the soul, but it is 
the soul’s only interface with the mind/body. Alter/ 
damage/disrupt the brain and you might affect some- 
one’s ability to use the Force. 

A. G. Steyn: Perhaps you should re-organize your 
schedule. I could really use that BG/SW crossover 
you teased me with. As far as the romance angle 
goes, how about something between Wedge and Flight 
Corp. Rigel (the woman with the funny braid). 

Maggie Nowakowska: Very valid, your comments 
regarding male Mary Sues and the Adventure Story, 
though I couldn’t help but whine at "mushy men’s 
stuff"; what exactly is that supposed to be? 

In much the same way, Christine Chapel was 
viewed as competition in some fans’ fantasies about 
Spock. I’ve heard a lot of catty comments directed at 
Sam’s wife in QL fandom lately. 

If I had had my way, after Luke dropped the 
bombshell about Darth being his dad, Leia would have 
smirked and replied, "Aren’t you a little short for a 
Sith Lord?" 

I can’t see Luke and Leia’s relationship progressing 
in a straight line from movie to movie. Considering 
the dynamics of their background and the effects of 
their bond in blood and the Force, I see their relation- 
ship changing constantly, developing subtly, and com- 
plicated by the war and even their own feelings. Even 
if Leia never seriously considered ripping Luke’s 
clothes off, they probably made an attempt at a 
"romantic" relationship between ANH and TESB. 
Assuming that didn’t work out, how did they feel 
when the other found companionship elsewhere? 
Even after ROTJ, Leia could complicate Luke’s love 
life, if every potential girlfriend must pass Her 
Lordship’s inspection. No matter how much they’ve 
"always known", they will have to learn how to be 
brother and sister to each other. 

Catherine Churko: I feel the same way as you, 
regarding 12 years of "Imperial rule," but if the Rebel 
Alliance doesn’t get its act together we could see the 
Empire strike back. 

Gerald Crotty: What I would like to see Lucas do 
is produce a video "scrapbook" filled with outtake 
scenes, original movie trailers, bloopers, and anything 
else interesting that he can find or make. As far as 
letterboxing goes, that style of presentation is best 
served on a laserdisk. The broadcast system used in 
the UK is already better than what we have here. 


About a year ago, I was privileged to see episodes of 
Red Dwarf in their original PAL video format. We 
should have used that system from the start. 

I often find myself wondering what Gary Kurtz is 
doing. It’s nice to know I’m not the only one who 
thinks of him. 

I’ve just reviewed the comics Dark Horse 
publishes, and most of them are not media tie-ins. 
That they produce the best media tie-ins may obscure 
this fact. Lucasfilm obviously was impressed with 
their performance. 

"The Force binds the universe together." That 
includes a lot of non-living matter. Some Native 
American tribes believe that all matter has a spirit, or 
manitou. 

I saw an expanded, four-hour version of Dune on 
some cable station and it made much more sense, so 
that’s probably why David Lynch had his name taken 
off the director’s credit. Lynch might be an 
interesting choice for director of a SW film. His 
attention to.detail and cinematic style would make for 
an interesting space epic. On the other hand, I’d keep 
him away from the dialogue at all costs, or we might 
get lines like, "Don’t drink the coffee! There’s a jawa 
in the pot!” 

Considering how many holes there were in the 
movie, they'd do well to make Aliens 3 just one of 
Ripley’s nightmares. The autopsy on Newt was an act 
of sadism performed on the audience. But if they 
stick to the events of the last movie, they might 
consider taking a look at a Dark Horse comic called 
"The Heartbreakers,” about a squad of cloned, female 
soldiers. If those hypersleep pods were capable of 
recording a genetic scan, perhaps it could be possible 
to clone Newt and Ripley? 

It wouldn’t totally make up for killing them in the 
first place, but at least it would be an interesting way 
to bring them back; the Company would sure have its 
hands full with multiple Ripleys running about. By 
the way, most scenes that don’t involve human actors 
in an Aliens v. Predator movie have already been 
filmed. Part of the holdup in finishing it reputedly 
has to do with studio indecision whether to call it 
Aliens 4 or Predator 3. 

Nora Mayers: I don’t believe that fans know the 
characters better than the creators. How would you 
feel if someone said that about your creation? Rather, 
I think that fans know what they want out of the 
characters better than the creators. 

Z. P. Florian: "Hot Satanic Pussies"? Isn’t that 
the sequel to The Cat From Outer Space? As for 
Spock getting high on sugar, Vonda Mcintyre tossed 





that into her novelization of The Voyage Home in one 
of her more self-indulgent moments. I personally 
don’t buy that bit o’ trivia. 

By now most of you have had a chance to see 
Jurassic Park. Neat movie, or what? Until somebody 
finds/makes a dinosaur, and we then find out they 
look and move differently, I say this movie has finally 
got dinosaurs down pat. Stray thought: what if H. P. 
Lovecraft had his imagery wrong, and Cthulhu was a 
T.Rex? 

I don’t want to set the world on fire, I just want to 
light a flame in your heart... 


9a Stitches 


Carolyn Golledge 

6 Burrawang Street 
Ettalong, NSW 2257 
Australia 


June 16, 1993 


G'day, all! 

Hey, how many of you believed me when I said I 
wouldn’t get to MediaWest*Con this year? Like you 
really stood a chance of any peace and quiet! Yep, I 
got there and, as always, had the time of my life. It 
never ceases to amaze me how each year it just gets 
better and better! Well worth the more than 12 
parsecs run from Down Under (otherwise known as 
Tatooine 2!). 

So what do we do there, those of you who have 
never been (for shame!) may ask. Party, kiddies, 
party! Non-stop... Well, except for intermittent body- 
shut-downs caused by something called exhaustion! 
What always gets me hauling my decrepit self across 
the Pacific every year (have only missed one MWC 
since ’87) is the prospect of getting together with 
many of the friends made since I discovered I wasn’t 
the only SW fan in the world in 1984. And to that, 
each year, is added the tremendous joy of meeting 
new friends! This year to name a few upon whom I 
inflicted my company, were J. P. Treleaven (one heck 
of a fine new writer! Check her fantastic story in 
Tremor #7), lots of Sheryls and Cheryls, but special 
thanks to Sheryl Haven, then there was Nora Mayers 
(and her great story ideas), Tammy Olsen, Veronica 
Wilson, Debbie Hoyt, Pat Grant, and many more 
whom I only remember by first name. Then there 


were those I hadn’t seen in years ... Lucy, John, Jenni, 
Rebecca ... but some were missed, too. Where were 
you Mark and Melea? C’mon, guys, it just ain’t the 
same without you! Be there next year, okay? 

To that abundance of immediate communication 
(as opposed to waiting weeks for international mail!), 
add the usual delights of panels, dealers room 
explorations, room dealer crawls, parties, art show 
drooling, masquerade, stage plays (I swear Ken Keisel 
and his friend -- whose name I continually forget! -- 
will succeed in having me need stitches after laughing 
too hard one day! His "That’s what I call a slash 
story!" had all of us near to rolling on the floor in 
uncontrolled hysterics), etc., etc. And is it any wonder 
I’ve become addicted? So thanks again to all those 
involved for providing me with refuelling! 

I never leave the con without an idea for a comedy 
SW piece, and this year it involves Solo being hauled 
over the coals by the Alliance Big Brass because his 
medical bills are breaking them! And, of course, dear 
readers, we all know that ain’t my fault. 

To me the most noticeable point of this year’s 
MWC was the tremendous increase in representation 
by SW fen. The SE group couldn’t even fit into the 
room! Then there were those who were also present 
in a Kenobi-style mode via magic you Yanks refer to 
as GEnie! (Now that communication really did leave 
my head spinning! But thanks to all those who said 
hello to me via the mystical energy field!) Two years 
ago at the SW panel, we had a discussion about 
unifying SW fen ... and boy, has it paid dividends! 
Much more rapidly than I think most of us expected 
... and very rewarding to see! 

The only minor negative point would be the 
decrease in representation at the masquerade. I do 
wish it could get back to the free for all it used to be 
when almost everyone appeared on stage and pro- 
vided entertainment. These days there are often 
better costumes to be seen among the audience! Did 
I miss something or did someone go and change the 
rules for participation? 

Well, I guess I'd better stop rambling about the 
con, though I’ve only skimmed the surface. Didn’t tell 
you of the hilarity and intense drama (cough) of the 
Blaster Battle. Poor, poor Palpie was thrown into 
bondage and abused by those nasty rebels! (Actually, 
I’m terribly miffed that Han didn’t come to me and 
ask my advice on torture methods ... after all, he 
knows I’m the resident expert!) 

Ahh, yes, well, haven’t left much room for other 
things, so quickly skimming my copy of SE#35 ... (35! 
My how the years do fly by!), I see I have a big 


a 


46 





"Exactly!" marked in the column next to Nora Mayers’ 
comments re Solo’s less than characteristic behavior in 
ROTI. I sure wish I’d thought to get together with 
you on this subject at the con, Nora! It would have 
been great to get all that cursing and complaining to 
a sympathetic listener who could throw in similar 
observations. At the risk of mentioning matters raised 
during the dreaded Cathedralof Luke/Church of Ford 
era (Nooooo! I hear Cheree cry), I think the outcome 
(or one of them) of that debate was that both sides 
agreed it was to the detriment of SW fanfic to write a 
story that made either Han or Luke look good at the 
cost of belittling the other. (In fact, that’s one of the 
main reasons I started writing my own stories. It 
seemed to me at the time in fanfic ... early ’80’s ... 
there were plenty of excellent Solo stories or Luke 
stories, or alternate universes including both ... but 
very few stories that included the presence of all the 
big four and the sense of camaraderie that pervaded 
the films.) ; 

My point being that, in my humble opinion, ROTJ 
itself fell into the trap of character destruction on 
Solo. I agree 100% with Nora that it was fine for 
Lucas to try to re-center his creation on Skywalker (it 
is Luke’s story), but it should never have been at the 
expense of undoing another of the major characters... 
not because that would upset the fans of that charac- 
ter, but rather because to do so is to unravel the very 
fabric of the story created so far. I think I was in so 
much a sort of state of shock after seeing ROTI, 
denial of my disappointment -- I so very badly wanted 
to love it! -- that it’s taken a long time to figure out 
exactly why I was so disillusioned. The simple truth 
is that the parts of the story involving Luke had me 
interested and involved and feeling yes, this is the 
story I remember, only to be continually deflated 
whenever the story switched to Solo’s involvement as 
suddenly it became something else entirely. 

To my way of thinking at least, it seemed to have 
degenerated almost to an Ewok adventure movie suit- 
able for the kindergarten set! Solo most definitely was 
not himself ... and I know that Ford was reported to 
have been in a foul mood for much of the filming. 
Little wonder he wanted Solo killed off rather than be 
forced to have the character he’d worked so hard to 
give credibility be reduced to appearing to have 
suffered brain damage from carbon freeze! If that 
had to be the case, sure, make it a plausible part of 
the story, in which case he certainly would not have 
been made a general and allowed to lead a vital 
mission. To conclude before my blood pressure hits 
an all-time high, I feel in failing to allow Solo his 


usual strength of character, Lucas overlooked the fact 
that it would take from the strength of the entire 
story. 

And, as for fanfic remedies ... hey, this is my 
department, right? Let’s see, what say Dastardly 
Darth got hold of Solo before he went to Jabba’s 
House of Joy, and deliberately sabotaged the poor 
boy’s thinking ... hmmm, no, that’s been written 
before. Umm, I know! Maybe the Solo rescued on 
Tatooine was a clone, planted to lead the Alliance 
astray! That’s probably been done before, too, but 
hey ... my version of what happened to the real Han 
Solo is bound to have more pain, agony, and suffering 
than anyone else’s, right? What do ya say, gang? 

Okay, okay, Cheree, honest, trust me. This thing 
is almost at an end. Just wanted to say, on the subject 
of fanfic, Barbara Anderson’s "Trust Fund” in Flip of 
a Coin #15 has to be the best SW story I can recall 
ever having read! It’s got it all! All the characters 
are included, in character, and each has a part integral 
to the plot ... and boy, is there one wow of a plot!! 
Adventure, excitement, a Jedi may. not crave these 
things (though Barbara has Luke disclaiming this! 
Yes!) but the readers sure do! And Barbara gives 
them plenty! I particularly enjoyed her refreshing 
characterization of Luke ... a real flesh-and-blood 
human being of three dimensions ... and a beginning 
love life with an equally real lady! (Speaking of which, 
I want more of Spacer and Luke, Barb, so get to it!) 
Hence, it came as no surprise to me when "Trust 
Fund” won the "Best Long Story" Star Award of 1992! 
Congratulations! So, how’s about taking over from 
Zahn for us, Barbara? Pull...Illl...ease!! I bought The 
Last Command and now am wondering why I wasted 
my money. I don’t think I can find the fortitude/ 
stupidity to actually read every page of this rubbish! 
I can only hope that some of the writers hired by 
Bantam will come up with something better. 

On, one other thing, I second Jennifer Moore’s 
comments on slash stories in Professionals fandom. I 
have no problem with providing slash for those who 
want it, but, please, also provide for those who want 
strong storylines! And having said that I must admit 
I have read almost no Professionals fanfic, but only 
because everything I picked up seemed to be centered 
on bedroom scenes. I really did enjoy the TV series, 
and would like to have found stories that furthered it. 

So much more I want to comment on, but I’m outa 
room. Thanks to Tim Blaes for the excerpt from 
Shepherd Moons. It sends an echo in my soul, too! 
Great stuff! Also loved Catherine Churko’s cartoon 
idea! Until next time... 





Maggie Nowakowska 
2330 Federal Ave. East 
Seattle, WA 98102 


June 27, 1993 


A last Hi/Till Next time! to everyone I saw again 
and met for the first time at MediaWestCon 13! What 
a wonderful, all too busy to do everything, time it was. 
I’ve been too long away. 

Congratulationsto all the STAR aWARdS winners; 
fine show by all. I’m looking forward to reading all the 
zines I picked up at the con and guessing who'll win 
next year. 

As for the Fan History, a big Thank You to 
everyone who participated in the panel and who wrote 
their memories on my big yellow pads. I'll be busy 
this summer, for sure. And to everyone who offered 
to help, if you don’t hear from me by the end of 
summer, drop me a post card and tweak my memory. 
Of course, all the data I was certain I’d remember ... 
sigh. To everyone else, I asked all the SW con goers 
to let me know when they got involved with SW fan- 
dom, or, when they first saw the movie, or, well, I 
asked for a note, an observation, something that ties 
them to SW that they would like to see mentioned in 
the histories. The same request goes out to all SE 
readers: drop me a post card with at least your name 
and the date you want to have associated with you and 
SW; add a comment or two if you like. I definitely 
want this to be a personal history as well as a 
reference work. The latter would simply be too 
boring. 

And please keep the "wish" lists comments coming 
in LoCs. I’m going to try to reprint articles in the 
history, and which articles get chosen will be heavily 
influenced by expressed interest. For example, there 
are indeed articles that were written looking at the 
various sort of Vader stories, Han and Leia stories, 
etc., as have already been requested. 

On to the last issue: 

Nora Mayers: Er, well, yes, that’s another classic 
for the fan history: the Han on the stick controversy. 
After all the discussion over all the years, I honestly 
think one’s reaction to that scene depends entirely on 
one’s interpretation of Han in the previous movies, 
especially ANH. Many people hate it; for me, it was 
a lovely example of Han’s maturing into a man who 
can laugh at himself and at a macho act that had 
overstayed its welcome. But then, however much I 
enjoy and accept the ANH Solo, I never could see 
Han surviving in the new world of Alliance/Leia/quasi- 











respectability unless he did shed the "I’m soooo bad" 
pose. 


(Hey, along with trying to figure out what 
Kenobi wasn’t saying in ANH, the main reason I 
wrote Thousand Worlds was to figure out a way to get 
Solo into a state where I could believe he would 
successfully survive an Alliance victory.) 

So, I found the ROTJ Han very satisfying. 
Still sceptical, still very much his own man, but looser, 
less concerned about image, believable in love (as 
opposed to lust). But, I ike people who can laugh at 
themselves. 

Anne-Virginie Dutech: Oh gohd, SE fans aren’t 
the final word on SW fandom opinions! 

As for the depth of Forceful knowledge in the SW 
galaxy ... you’re right that different people would have 
different opinions/beliefs. Still, ’'d argue that, despite 
variations, there could easily be a generalized under- 
current in galactic society based on such knowledge as 
the continuation of consciousness after death. Lots of 
people here know nothing about Newton other than 
that falling apple story (if they know that), or 
Descartes, yet they live with social assumptions 
broadly based on Newtonian physics/scientific method 
and Cartesian scientific absolutism. A person could 
make depreciating comments about scientists and 
science (know-it-all mechanics who think they’re God, 
for example), while still living quite comfortably with 
basic assumption that everything in life can be 
explained by cause and effect. 

Han, to my hearing, puts down the notion that 
there’s “an all-seeing force that controls my life," 
which is not the same as saying the Force doesn’t 
exist. It’s possible to be nihilistic when faced with 
continuing life ... the argument would run along the 
lines of endless repetition leading nowhere. Han and 
his downport fellow folk could genuinely reject active 
participation in life with an eye to that continuation 
because of a very real fear that what they’re doing 
now will indeed impact upon tomorrow: Nope, 
nothing controls/influences my actions or directs me in 
any way! 

But, definitely, individual planetary cultures might 
be totally removed from the Forceful Paradigm; in 
fact, I’d further argue that Forceful knowledge is 
probably a galactic concept and could be quite alien to 
grounder societies which probably do quite well with 
paradigms/philosophies/religions based on terran- 
limited perceptions. 

Tim: You might find it intriguing that the song 
you quoted, How Can I Keep From Singing?, was once 
thought to originate with North Carolina Quakers. 
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Eventually, the editors of SING OUT! determined that 
the original song (Enya’s first verse) was a hymn 
written in 1864, and that the quoted third verse comes 
from a version written during the hysteria of the 
American McCarthy era (early 1950s). Enya’s second 
verse seems a variation of the remaining verses. 

I love your Oprah topic for Jedi! Great! I agree 
that it would be nice to see more stories on Leia’s 
upbringing; as for whether she would mention Mom 
and Mon Mothma being twins, if they were indeed 
twins, why would she necessarily know? Considering 
all the subterfuge surrounding the events of those 
days, I can well imagine that she would be the last 
person they'd tell. Lots of families have lots of 
secrets, after all. I can vouch for one family that did 
indeed hide the "crazy" sister from everyone until after 
the next generation had begun to breed and the older 
brothers begun to show some of the same symptons as 
their sister. My friend (with the new baby) was simply 
livid when she found out ... in her 20s. 

A second JDSDFK2? I was just the editor/ 
publisher/whip-cracker on that zine. It would take a 
second inspirational flyer, satirizing the best known 
current SW writers/artists, to put the zine in flight 
again. eluki bes shahar wrote the first flyer with great 
insight and wit. Who will write the current version? 
Tina Bentrup has the honest and insightful style of 
humor for it, if Blue Jawa is any measure. And that’s 
the important thing about such endeavors: the Ist 
flyer was done with much affection and deep under- 
standing of fanlit, and was not written as a sophmoric 
exercise in making fun of anything or anyone. It was 
very easy for the satirized writers and artists to see the 
truth in the satire and to. rise to the challenge of 
actually writing the stories proposed by the flyer. I 
especially liked the "Cliff Notes to TW" reference... 

A. G. Steyn: Re: using mundane words for alien 
terms. I remember there was a controversy in ST 
fandom years ago when Jean Lorrah had Sarek, in an 
extreme situation, use the word "bitch." I thought she 
made a good argument for using familiar terms by 
pointing out that using a "Vulcan” word, which no one 
would understand, would lack the power she needed 
in that scene ... and that breaking the narrative to 
explain that that Vulcan word was indeed the equiva- 
lent of “bitch” would abuse the reader who is under- 
standably more interested in Sarek’s reaction when 
waking up to find someone desirous of castrating him 
than in etymological explanations. 

Not only is inventing terms is a difficult task, 
there’s the risk of becoming so absorbed with your 
universe that you seriously irritate the reader with 


_(take your pick) unpronounceable words, tedious 
explanations of those words, the need to remember 
too many unfamiliar words, the lack of tension/ 
empathy/simple understanding as your reader says, 
The hell with it. I think one of the quickest ways to 
realize how many useless swear words people use is to 
write a alien swear word into stories. After the sixth 
"sithshit” (to quote my own stories), the swearing 
really stands out to hit one upside the head. 

And yet, do you use coffee or tea for the hot drink 
your character drinks? Or hot chocolate, as Zahn did 
in the current SW books, just to keep those unused to 
nonAmerican English terms flipping the pages? I 
have no trouble with variations like cavene, cafine, or 
other earthy versions, like cha for tea. For myself, I’m 
locked into kleven and its variations in the TW series 
because the term got heavily written into the stories 
when I was still in my “ain’t it glorious, it’s a 
universe!” infatuation. So far, by reader’s reactions, 
the term(s) worked, but it’s always a gamble. 

Even dicier is the extensive use of other languages. 
Being absolutely surrounded by Celtic types in friends 
and marriage, I lost patience quickly with all the 
fantasy stories with names and places and item-words 
based on Gaelic and poly-vowel words. So, with my 
stories, and with a vengence, I drew on my Slavic 
ancestry for names and places and item-words, 
especially source words with lots of consonants. An 
affectation, yes, and very fannish behavior, and a lot 
of my readers have complained about it. Some of the 
complaints I still let slip by because I’m still irritated 
by the Celtic myopia of a lot of fantasy (which is my 
problem, no one elses!), but a word that throws a 
reader out of a narrative is the wrong word to use, no 
matter how attached the writer is to that word. 

Speaking of the fanzine world, is there any 
consensus building on how to handle two computer- 
related situations: (1) with editors requesting stories 
on disk, if possible, what will be the etiquette 
regarding return of those disks; and (2) with stories 
being sent in on disk, what is the prevailing opinion 
regarding typos and the inevitable slip of a word? 
Very few people can proof their own work 100%; do 
I as a writer have to worry that an editor will accept 
my electronic ms. as gospel. These thoughts just came 
up after all the discussions at MWC. Better to get 
some of these areas cleared up now than to wait until 
the situation gets really sticky. ((Ed: I highly 
appreciate anything that is sent to me on disk since it 
means I don’t have to type it! My policy is to always 
return disks as soon as I’ve transferred the material off 
onto my computer. I request that a hard copy be sent 
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along with the disk in case the disk is damaged in 
transit. Once on PC, I read through the LoC or story 
and lightly proof it against the hard copy. In the case of 
a story, I will send back in due course a “galley proof" to 
the author for their own proofing and correction of any 
errors.)) 

Catriona Campbell: If someone does a trash/ 
romance-the-character zine, may I vote that such a 
zine have one such story per character ... all the 
characters, Chewie, Lando, Wedge, etc., not just the 
big 3. One per each character and no more. 

Michelle Malkin: What a great description of the 
CoF business you gave in your letter! Can I quote 
you in the history? 

I’ve always thought the Emperor works best as a 
Mule-type character, a shot out of nowhere, unpre- 
dictable and devastating. There are always so many 
possibilities in the here and now (let alone the 
future!) that hindsight thinks it can figure out how 
some development was "inevitable." But just as often 
as events can inexorably evolve, events of a certain 
cast are precipitated by an unexpected development/ 
person. A shot rings out and a president is dead and 
we are left with forever arguments over how a war 
might have developed; a warchief drinks too much and 
dies young and his kingdom falls; a car comes out of 
nowhere and a child is injured and a secure family 
finds itself destitute and stressed beyond endurance by 
medical bills. All relationships and institutions have 
their low points when they’re vulnerable; if trouble 
hits then, the relationship or institution may be 
irrepairable damaged; if trouble hits during a high 
spot, no one remembers it a few years later. People 
have asked about other potential Palpatines. Maybe 
they arose during the good, strong times and never got 
anywhere, their stingers pulled early. 

Z.P., and Tina, and A.G.: Vader's relationships 
with the various Imperials are fascinating territory, 
and too seldom explored, IMO. Even obsessive 
people, those that still operate in a dynamic society as 
Vader does, have companions, friends, people they 
talk to casually. Vader can’t have spent the past 20 
some years talking only to himself or Palpatine. 
Maybe that skinny Imperial in ANH who questions 
the value of keeping Organa is one of Vader’s 
"drinking buddies." Maybe Tarkin goes back to the 
initial conspiracies that helped collapse the Republic 
and bring Palpatine to power; maybe he knew Anakin 
back then and is not inclined to take DV as seriously 
as he might; maybe he knows Palpatine Really Well 
and the last 20 years have been a race between him 
and the Emp to see who would survive with DV -- 


and the 1st Death Star -- as pawns between them. All 
kinds of possibilities. 

That reminds me of the discussion over Tarkin’s 
"religion" comment. I came across the following in my 
reading recently and thought it might add some fuel 
to the "Are/Were the Jedi a religous order/movement/ 
organization?”: 

*...it [is] important to distinguish between "Religion," 
which we might write with a capital R, and “a religion" 
... [You can] compare Religion with Language. Humans 
have Language, but nobody can speak Language; you 
have to speak a language. That’s an important insight. 
You can’t have Religion except in the form of a religion. 
You can’t have just pure Religion, just as you can’t 
speak pure Language... [This is] Religion in the full 
sense of the religiousness from which all religions flow, 
as from their source. Translated into everyday living, 
Religion become spirituality, institutionalized, it becomes 
a religion ... the question is, How does one get from 
[Religion, the sense that we all belong together in a great 
cosmic unity] to the religions that we see around us?" 

(From Belonging to the Universe, Explorations on 
the Frontiers of Science and Spirituality, Fritjof Capra 
& David Steindl-Rast). 

The authors go on to say that lower-case "r" reli- 
gion occurs when theology (intellect), morals (will), 
and ritual (feelings) evolve to define and make 
tangible the universal need to belong to/be right with 
the Universe. It would be an interesting challenge to 
draw up a Jedi Order that included those aspects of 
religion. 

Along the lines of religion/philosophy, here’s some- 
thing that I think addresses the question of active/ 
passive Jedi behavior: 

"Jt may seem odd, but the martial arts, even the 
hard ones [including karate and kung fu], are not about 
conflict. 

Consider the Japanese word for the martial arts as a 
whole: budo. It means, literally, "the way to stop the 
spear." Less esoterically, it means "to stop fighting," as 
does the Chinese word for the martial arts, wushu. The 
true aim of the martial arts is to avoid conflict; it is best 
summed up in one commentator’s description of aikido 
as "the honorable art of getting the hell out of the way.” 
The aggression, if there is any, is controlled. In the eyes 
of good practitioners self-control allows them to find a 
path around conflict... For martial artists it matters less 
what form you study than that you make it a way of life. 
All the martial arts, hard and soft, aim at a non-aggres- 
sive state of harmony.... For westerners this may seem 
odd: in karate, you will see people in starched white 
uniforms fighting each other and letting out the odd 
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blood-curdling scream. "Harmony?" But the agression is 
(or should be) carefully controlled. 

Psychological studies have confirmed this: the more 
advanced students have much less aggressive personali- 


lies than the average person ... out of 250,000 judo 
practitioners in America, only around 70 a year report 
any serious injuries, much fewer than in most active 
sports. This is because, along with the physical activity, 
comes an education in East Asian philosophy. 

That is not everybody’s idea of fulfillment, not least 
because a westerner needs a lot of patience to absorb all 
the alien notions of unity and consensus. The award of 
a black belt comes near the start of an education in a 
martial art, not the end." 

(From "A Way to Stop the Spear" The Economist, 
May 15, 1993) 

I especially found the last sentance there inter- 
esting since there’s been a lot of discussion about 
when Luke became a Jedi. Maybe, one can be a Jedi 
from an early stage. because being a Jedi is a lifelong 
process, not a goal. 

While I was at tai chi class the other night, I got to 
thinking along these line: maybe there were different 
traditions of Jedi, some soft and some hard, like in 
the excerpt above. Maybe there were different 
schools of thought, all based on oneness with the 
Force, but all exploring different aspects of the Force 
or different applications of the same. Referring back 
the the Religion/religions quote, I personally suspect 
most Jedi systems were not "moral" systems -- and 
perhaps the "problem" with the Jedi at the fall of the 
Republic was that a "moral" school arose and caused 
division and an opening for an attack by those who 
wished to have the Jedi out of the way. 

I read the following and got to thinking about the 
differences between Luke and Han, or Luke and 
Vader, or Vader and Obi-wan, or again, the problem 
of Jedi as active, recognized heroes vs. Jedi as quiet 
but effective influences for good/positive behavior -- 

"Elegance, like intelligence, breeds admiration. 
Simplicity, like depth of human feeling, stimulated 
conviction and love... And by "simplicity," I mean some- 
thing particular -- not simplemindedness, not minimal- 
ism, not utilitarian geometry, not stripped-down style. I 
mean emotional and spiritual integrity ... a quality that, 
if one is open to it, may be apprehended with the speed 
of feeling, regardless of the degree of elaboration in its 
projection as theory or design. 

How does a person bred on the glamour of complex- 
ity retool to appreciate simplicity?" 

(From "Beautiful Theories,"Atlantic, July, 1993, by 
Mindy Aloff) 





Indeed, how does a young person enamored of 
complexity turn away from it to embrace simplicity; 
how does one put elegance/admiration of your peers 
in second place to simplicity/integrity of the self? 
Luke is a Techie, with a need for approval; in a way, 
the Saga describes his journey from technical cause 
and effect to "rolling with the punches” and from a 
need for the Father figure to self-reliance. 

And along that line, to add fuel to the "lying" 
controversy, from an article exploring whether strict 
honesty is always the highest moral choice, especially 
when Hope is a desired emotion but easily, humanly, 
squelched by pure honesty: 

"...complex questions are easier to answer if one’s 
moral obligation lies with unwavering honesty. The 
debate will get trickier, and infinitely worthier, if we begin 
to feel morally obliged, instead, to bring about the 
highest good." 

From "Truth Won't Set You. Free,” The Seattle 
Weekly, June 23, 1993, by Kathryn Robinson 

And that’s enough book-diving for a couple of 
issues, except to add that I liked Harrison Ford’s 
description of his work as an actor: a little exercise of 
the emotions weighted toward the positive, not the 
negative. Action weighted toward the positive -- IMO, 
that’s a pretty good description of living with the 
Force for me! 

Til close on a wish for a pleasant autumn for 
everyone and on a light note: as the enclosed picture 
demonstrates, Leia’s hairdo in ANH finds roots not 
only in Japanese history, but in English history. (This 
is a picture of a trial witness, London, 1861.) 
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Fiorenzo Delle Rupi 
Casella Postale 771 AA/PP 
06100 Perugia 

Italy 


Aaaaoooh! Please help! I have seen the end of 
The Last Command. Now I want to see the end of 
Timothy Zahn! No, no, no, no... I must have ended 
up in an alternate dimension. In my own reality, the 
third book has still to appear and it is not like the one 
I read! 

You might imagine that I did not like very much 
the new book, do you? True, I found it terrible. 
Warning: If someone has not read The Last Command 
and intends to do it, please skip over this paragraph 
because I might spoil the surprises (not that I'll be 
able to spoil them more than Zahn did, mind you). 

First thing I didn’t like: the birth of Leia’s twins. 
I don’t say I expected a Willow-like scene, but Leia 
delivering the children in the comfort of her room, 
surrounded by medical droids and holding Han’s hand 
was as thrilling as watching a General Hospital 
episode. ; 

Second one: the discovery of Delta Source. It’s 
two books that Zahn is making us believe that there 
is a traitor in the Alliance. Great idea. The scene in 
which he is discovered will provide great pathos, 
thrilling dialogues, a dramatic chapter. Then we are 
told that the spy is a tree?? A tree?? So much for 
the dramatic scene ("You villainous oak, how could 
you? Mon Mothma will have your branches sawed off 
for this!" "I am proud of what I did! I would do it 
again! When the Empire was in charge, we plants of 
the palace had plenty of water and sun! And now, 
look at what you’re doing! You believe you’re always 
right in this war? But have you ever thought of leaf- 
pests?") 

I understand the irony of the Empire having a 
"plant" in the Alliance, but beyond this... 

Third one: A clone of Luke obtained from his 
severed hand? Still holding his old lightsaber? I 
suddenly had the picture of C’Baoth at the bottom of 
the Bespin shaft holding a butterfly net in his hands 
and eagerly waiting. And yes, Z. P., the clone is used 
practically like an end-of-level monster in a video- 
game! Come to think of it, the whole book looks like 
a videogame! Zap the enemies, proceed on the 
screen, face the big end-of-level monster and on to the 
next level. And when you’re over, you walk away with 
the girl! 

Fourth one: The death of Admiral Thrawn. I 
must admit that the idea of a Noghri that gets revenge 





on the Admiral for the betrayal of his people is good. 
But did it have to be written like that? At page 402 
of a 404 pages long novel, in a 5 paragraph scene? 
"Psst, Mr. Zahn, you forgot you also have the Admiral 
Thrawn plot to close." "Yeah, yeah, later, now let me 
describe the gorgeous view of Mara Jade having her 
493,445th moral crisis about what she must do.” If 
you want to have Thrawn killed by a Noghri, OK, but 
make it a major scene in the story! Especially 
considering that we have been reading ZAP! ZAP! 
KAPOW! WROOM! "Over there! Watch out! This 
way! Be careful! Get them! I have a bad feeling 
about this!” and other brilliant fight scenes and lines 
for over 1000 pages now! Confrontations in SW are 
a major issue. . The most thrilling scenes are those in 
which Luke, Han, Leia and Co. come face to face with 
Vader, Tarkin, the Emperor, and so on. Can it ever 
be that Thrawn manages to pass through 1200 pages 
without ever meeting up with any other character 
("Wait a moment. He meets Mara Jade in Book Two." 
"I know. I said ’meeting up with a character’."). Luke 
confronts the Dark Jedi, but it’s videogames once 
again: smash, zap, kapow, boom! ' A confrontation 
with Thrawn, with the heroes asking why such a 
genius and a monster of logic insisted in working for 
the Empire, some "Spock-like" arguments on the value 
of logic without sentiment... There were thousands of 
options! 

As for Mara Jade walking off into the sunset cheek 
to cheek with Luke ... thanks but no thanks. Don’t 
come and tell me that it happens. It’s just a bad 
dream. Sigh. I am probably sounding much too 
grouchy, but I really did not like the book! 

Z.P.: Naw, my uncle isn’t the used speeder dealer 
in Mos Eisley. Otherwise, I would be driving around 
in something better than a 20 year old, bronze 
chromed Fiat! 

Also, thanks to everybody who answered the "to 
edit/not to edit” matter. It was very good to see how 
different POVs were expressed with honesty and 
respect. I remain of my opinion but also understand 
very well all of the other points of view. 

Nora Mayers: I liked Dark Empire very, very much 
but I must agree with you on the mistreatment of 
Han. I am not saying that Veitch got him wrong: Han 
is the same Han we all know in the movies. The 
mistreatment is applied by the other characters. The 
top of it is when Leia says, "He [Luke] did it to 
protect our child from the Emperor." Han answers, 
"What are you saying? The kids are safe on New 
Alderaan!", obviously implying that he knows nothing 
of Leia’s third child. And Leia goes on speaking 
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about Luke. "I fear for my brother" and blah blah, 
without taking the trouble to inform him that they are 
going to have another child. Trifling matters, after 
all! But it is obvious that Veitch based Dark Empire 
much on the themes of ROTJ: Luke = A Trip to the 


Dark Side; Leia = The Other Hope; Han = the 
bumbling fool. A pity. And also the final issue, 
although very good in concept, was a little too rushed. 
I understand that to make everything fit in 24 comic 
book pages must have been hard! The Dark Empire 
storyline did deserve a nove, while the Heir one 
deserved a comic book! 

Tim Blaes: Hey, I didn’t know you liked Enya. I 
just adore her. Isn’t she wonderful? Very Force- 
inspiring, too. "Cursum Perficio" is the music theme 
I have chosen for my SW character during RPG ses- 
sions! "Quo plus habent, eo plus cupiunt..." Wonder- 
fully Dark (although I admit that Enya herself is as 
Light as a High Elven maiden can be!). Do you hap- 
pen to know or have the texts of "The Celts" LP? I 
would trade them with anything! And are you into 
Clannad music too? They are a little different from 
Enya, but they’re good, too, especially the "Legend"/ 
Robin of Sherwood LP. 

A. G. Steyn: "Fiorenzo Delle Palpatine"? Now I 
am going to write that on the mail box. One more 
way (the umpteenth) to upset my postman! My 
beloved court jester, you underestimate me! I made 
my transition to the Dark Side some four or five 
seconds after I was born, not certainly after my last 
LoC! As I said last time, it is evident that our 
American friends don’t know what an organized cen- 
sorship means. Let us hope they’ll never find out! 

About Mothma and Luke: yeah, good dialogue! 
But forget everything I said. Mon Mothma has just 
one and only true love in her life, one which will last 
forever and from which she will never separate: 
Hollie, the portable holographic conference projector. 
It can be movies, or comics, or novels, or fannish 
stories, but the two are always side by side. What is 
Mon Mothma’s background? She was the Old Repub- 
lic’s TV network "good evening girl" and announced 
the programs of the night. Then the Empire shut the 
TV down and she formed the Rebellion "network" 
along with Hollie. (Or maybe she had an affair with 
Palpie? "My dear, now you will betray me for the 
Rebel Alliance?” "Of course, I won’t! Ill just go 
there to do hologram lectures!") 

Say, A. G., is there no way you could come down 
here for Empirecon next spring? 1 have another CC 
member from Miinchen who’ll be coming. It would 
be great to meet you. At least in the next SE issue, 


we might repay all those people (envy, envy) who 
greet everybody and say how much fun it was to meet 
them at MediaWest while us poor outsiders are left 
drooling over their luck! 

Cheryl: Why don’t you like the European initials? 
Think about it, you could all start calling me "F.D.R." 
and then Cheree could tell everyone that Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt is a SE reader. 

Thor as Anakin?? Now that’s an idea! I can 
already imagine the script! "Nay! I tell you nay! By 
the beard and moustache of Obi-Wan Kenobi, I swear 
that while there is enough strength in my arm to lift 
my sacred lightsaber, you will never lay your vile 
clutches on the Golden Republic!" 

As for Doctor Doom, yes, he is a great character. 
Every time I read a comic I imagine his lines spoken 
by James Earl Jones! If you haven't read it yet, I 
strongly suggest the graphic novel "Triumph and Tor- 
ment", with-Doctor Strange. You'll have a perfect 
picture of how it would be to see Obi-Wan and Darth 
working side by side! If you notice it, the first Doctor 
Doom was not that noble. Maybe Lucas modeled 
Vader after Doom but enhanced the character, and 
Marvel, in turn, modified Doom’s figure bringing it up 
to a "noble villain” status. Do you like the Doom 
2099 series? 

Come to think of it, are you into X-Men, too? 
The very first time I saw Mojo and Major Domo, I 
thought I had seen clones of Jabba and Bib Fortuna! 
I also considered writing something on the influences 
SW had on Marvel Comics and vice versa. Anybody 
interested? 

Sigh, sigh, sigh! Yes, the Sansweet book is 
wonderful! But I am going to put a bounty on the 
head of the sucker that put his void on the miniature 
Death Star Throne Room! (What do you say? 
George who? Well, on second thought, forget that 
job, Boba... At least until 1997.) And the Lando doll 
was great, too! 

Mary Jo: Thank you for the clue about the 
Imperial Throne, but I gave up. How can you expect 
to ever inherit a throne from someone who keeps 
cloning himself and resurrecting everytime he is killed 
off? You should see the expenses in the Imperial 
Budget at the "Emperor’s funerals"! They eat away a 
good share of the taxes! Not to mention those 7-8 
(and counting) birthday parties per year! (Well, 
actually, the birthday parties I can handle. It’s Mara 
Jade dressed as a bunny popping out of the cake that 
I can’t stand... Speaking of which, can I complain 
again about The Last Command? I could turn this 
- issue of SE into a special edition...) 
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You happen to remember which was the Marvel 
Comic with the SW parody, don’t you? I would love 
to track it down. Or at least to know who played the 
other roles! 

A good point on the Alliance leadership being as 
incompetent and corrupt as the Empire! Maybe I am 
imagining things (again) but I like to think that the 
SW universe is developing into a new direction. At 
the beginning, it was much simpler, like a “bash the 
bad guys" story. Now it looks like it is developing 
more towards a "yin-yang" situation. Two sides, equal 
in strengths and weaknesses locked in an eternal 
struggle, and this struggle is what gives life to the 
whole universe (look at Dark Empire: the New Repub- 
lic of Zahn’s books has fallen and the Empire is back 
in action. For me it means that at LFL they can’t 
imagine a SW universe without the Evil Empire. And, 
in fact, I wouldn’t be very interested in a third trilogy 
dealing with some "new menace from outside the 
galaxy", like the Naqai from the old Marvel series). I 
could almost hope that things will develop to the point 
one might choose his side/point of view (Lucasarts 
games this fall will produce a computer game Called 
"TIE fighter", which will be the mirror game of 
"X-Wing", and in which the player will fly for the 
Empire blasting Rebel ships!), but I’m afraid George 
will allow it only to a certain extent. He is soooo 
unsensitive towards us Darksiders (doesn’t he know 
that we’re the ones with less patience and who rush to 
waste our money on SW merchandise far more quickly 
than those sugary Jedi?). 

And about "fandom vs. normal" people: the same 
things you said last issue work for me, too, and for 
many of us, I think. I had found quite a difficulty in 
seeing that the rest of teenage boys around me were 
behaving in a totally different way, but now I am very 
satisfied with the path I have chosen. Believe it or 
not, being a SW fan, an avid SF and fantasy reader, 
and later an active fan, has helped me shape a will, an 
education, a code of behavior and a system of values 
which (talk about being an egomaniac!) I now con- 
sider far higher and stronger than any common "good, 
average, successful, cheering, fit in the crowd, 
promising youngster" life could have provided me 
with. 

Everybody, on this subject, have you seen Edward 
Scissorhands? 1 take it much as the flagship movie for 
our situation on this subject (aside from SW, of 
course!). 

Tina: The Italian TV over here just aired the Indy 
"Mata Hari" episode. Did you notice the great Ian 
McDiarmid himself was in it, playing the part of 





Indy’s host-professor? Nobody else has that unique 
“upside down smile” expression when he gets angry! 
About the foreign versions: Chicktabba is not from 
the Italian, it’s from the French version. The Italian 
one is Ciubecca. The other changed names are "Jan 


Solo", "Leila Organa", "Darth Fener", "D-3B0", and 
C1-P8 (R2D2); and the Death Star is called "Morte 
Nera” (‘Black Death", probably unconsciously inspired 
by Medievel pestilence!). To worsen things, the 
translations of Heir to the Empire (quite good) and 
that of Dark Empire (very miserable; did you know 
that in issue one, in the sky over Imperial City "an 
energy storm rages and a hole with a worm 
emerges"?), the characters are named partially after 
the original names and partially after the Italian ones! 
The selling of aspirins these days has soared to new 
heights over here! 

Gerald and Lisa: Thank you very much for your 
kind words about The Freezing Chamber! I'll pass on 
the royalties... 

Gerald: Good question, die one about the Force 
used to move "non-living" things. From how I see it, 
and also taking a hint from Ben and Yoda’s words, 
the Force is "everywhere", it "surrounds and penetrates 
the whole Galaxy”. So a non-living object can be seen 
much like a sponge in the water, and it can be moved 
by using the Force which, although it is not generated 
by the object itself, flows through or at least around it. 

About the first time I saw ROTJ: The movie came 
out here in Italy at Christmas, 1983, and I went to see 
it on December 28 (I still celebrate every 28th of 
December as my "First SW Day"). I too had two 
idiots behind me who had already seen the movie and 
were constantly chattering about what was going to 
happen. Luckily, they were not very interested in the 
subject, because most of the time they spoke about 
Leia’s hairstyle. “Oh, look, now she hasn’t got the 
braid any more!” or about the Ewoks’ indignities 
(‘Look how he chokes himself with bolas!"). When 
approaching the finale, however, I was so scared they 
could say something that I actually moved away. The 
trouble is the only free places were right under the 
screen! After a first-time close view of a ten-meter 
Palpatine zapping out Luke, it is no wonder I’m now 
somewhat weird! 

Louise Turner: Yeah, well thought comparison, 
the one between the Roman and the Galactic Empire. 
Maybe the Clone Wars are something like the wars 
with Carthage? And I don’t remember where, but I 
think I once read that Lucas, in doing the first movie, 
had chosen the name "Tarkin" in reference to 
"Tarquinio”, the first Roman king (there would also be 
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"Palpatine", very, very close to “Palatine,” the 
mountain on which the Imperial Roman palace was 
built, but who knows? In SW, it is hard to say when 
I started imagining things). 

Ha! Speaking of imagined things, I have one I just 
have to tell you. I want to see if I’m the only one 
having delusions. It’s about the "how did Vader come 
to know of Luke" matter. Take ANH, Ben’s death, 
Luke shouts "Noooo!" The stormtroopers turn around 
and blast everybody. Vader seems oblivious to 
everything and stomps Ben’s cloak. The firefight 
continues. Vader is leaving. Then Han and Leia call 
"Luke!" several times and Vader spins and hurries to 
the docking bay, but the blast door shut in his face! 
Can it be? Hmmm. 

Also, in the famous "trench shootout" at the ending 
("The Force is strong in this one"), Vader pursues the 
X-wing fighter. The targeting computer locks in. 
Vader says, "I have you now" and ... Han and the 
Falcon arrive? Yes, they do, but before Han blasts 
the wingman and Vader spins asking "What?", he has 
the time to fire a shot at the fighter and he does! And 
I am (almost) sure it is no hallucination! Did he miss 
him deliberately because he had suspicions? 

I'd better go now. I’m late for work. Lots of 
planets to subjugate, Rebels to slaughter and 
incompetent officers to exterminate. "See" you in the 
autumn! 


More Glorious Than Ever 


Cheryl Pryor 
2458 Stone Post Terrace 
Richmond, VA 23233 


June 28, 1993 


Hi, all! Here’s hoping I can slide this one in under 
the deadline. I’m still floating a bit from MediaWest 
and this year was more glorious than ever. I guess 
there were other fandoms there but it sure felt like we 
had the place to ourselves. 

It was wonderful this year to finally meet so many 
people. It really helped on the first night for folks to 
introduce themselves at the panel. Makes for less 
embarrassing staring at name tags business. Lots of 
fun to see so many SW costumes. (Though I still 
haven’t gotten Z. P. into that Yoda costume yet...) 

SE#35 was a lot of fun reading. It got me pumped 





up for the con and now rereading it to LoC, I can 
finally put faces with some of these names. 

I hope everyone checks out the new issue of Vanity 
Fair. "Harrison Solo" is on the cover but the inside 
pix are to die for. Here’s hoping all you fan artists 
are as, uh, inspired as I was by the how-did-they-get- 
him-to-pose-in-his-underwear photo. Might make a 
nice zine cover, eh? 

I’m also enclosing a blurb from Starlog Press about 
three new SW special mags. The first is an all- 
Tatooine issue -- full cover, perfect bound, etc. Is it 
just me, or is there something in the air? 

So, what did everyone think of the trading cards? 
I know that some of my customers were disappointed 
("These are all art") but I must say I loved them. I'd 
have loved to have seen the behind the scenes photos 

‘ they were originally going to use, but the art really 
sets this series apart from all the earlier. Personal 
fave: Luke bulls-eyeing womp rats. Personal fave 
back: same card with artist Ken Steacy as a rebel 
pilot with a big sh-- uh, grin on his face. 

And while we’re on the subject of merchandise, 
has everyone seen the Sun Coast figurines? Not as 
nice as the 12" dolls of yore but nice to have. I hope 
they keep up the series. The faces, as usual, aren’t 
quite right. Even Vader, his helmet’s way too small. 
But the costume detail is nice and the poses are better 
than average. Lin Ward had a nice suggestion on the 
Vader -- why don’t they ever do him a la Bespin 
gantry with his cape blowing in the wind? 

Thanks to Sharon Saye for the zine reviews. I 
really like knowing what I’m getting for my money and 
so easy to get caught up in the "I'll take anything” 
mentality (gotta bunch of Beauty & the Beast zines that 
way...). Keep it up, Sharon. Us non-contrib copy fans 
really appreciate it. 

On to the LoCs... 

Z.P.: Maybe Kenobi went pouff because he had 
that second to prepare. He looks at Luke, smiles that 
"see you in the afterlife" smile and goes pouff. Vader 
probably clung as hard as he could to life, even after 
the big sacrifice. No mental prep -- no pouff?? 

So are you still thinking about putting out that 
plain brown wrapper zine? My latest hobby (thanks 
to a certain panel at MWC) is writing droid smut. 
Interested? 

Nora: It was so nice to finally meet you at 
MediaWest. Now, if we can just get you to a con 
where we don’t have to drive 700 miles. Columbia’s 
just a holler from Richmond. Well, it’s a lot closer 
than Michigan, anyway. Loved your Tatooine 
costume. Wear it next year so J can get a photo. 
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Tammy: If you do get a chance to look at the 
Dark Empire collected book, it’s worth looking at for 
the preface alone (not to mention the Luke in leather 
cover). One of the authors of the upcoming novels 
tells us a bit about what to expect from his and other 
novels. His, I believe, was a Jedi Academy trilogy. 

One thing I didn’t realize is that all the novels will 
build on each other. That means we’re stuck with 
Mara "Mary Sue" Jade popping up again, or those 
adorable names for Han and Leia’s twins. (Didn’t 
Space Ghost have twins with those names?) I’m hop- 
ing that in the hands of other authors, this will be 
interesting, taking the Zahn foundation and putting 
our favorite characters back in it. Least favorite 
villain and I hope he stays dead -- Grand Admiral 
Thrawn. Didn’t you want the Rebels to outsmart him 
just once? 

Gerald: All right! Another fan of droid sex. That 
is what you were talking about when you were discuss- 
ing R2’s phallic gadgets. The only trouble with droid 
sex is that it’s all slash -- where are the female droids? 

Tim: Love your Oprah suggestion. Now we need 
one for Geraldo -- "Men Who Wear Armor and the 
Women Who Take It Off.” 

I love the animated X-Men, too, although it’s miles 
different than the comics, isn’t it? Looking forward to 
Cadillacs & Dinosaurs, too. 

Maggie: Loved your discussion on male Mary 
Sues. I was stunned to realize you were exactly right. 
I’m so glad you write in to SE. You always say things 
I wish I’d said (or was smart enough to think up in 
the first place). Add to the male Mary Sue category 
comic books. Mainstream comics are a bastion of 
muscled heroes sold to hero wanna-be’s. 

Tina: Leave it to you to make Humpty Dumpty 
sound noble! Was Matthew Fox writing this just for 
Vader fans? Now here’s hoping he writes an essay 
venerating Uncle Fester. 

Great to finally meet you! And if you can believe 
it, not two hours after you told me you played the 
recorder, I met another person who also played the 
recorder. What does it all mean? 

I dashed off an order to Lucasfilm for that great 
T-shirt you were wearing, as well as the blue-foil 
Vader. Loved both your Jawa costumes! Hope we 
can get together here or in Knoxville or some point in 
between. 

Black Stallion -- ha! Where’s the art work for that 
one! 

Mary Jo: Another Sandman fan -- all right! It’s a 
perenniel favorite at our shop and Death even got her 
own T-shirt. I like Dream himself, though -- pale 


skin, black eyes -- oooh, makes me shiver. 

Debbie: Logical, flawlessly logical (as they say in 
other fandoms). ‘You're right. Darthie would’ve 
known about Luke if he’d looked at those tapes. 
Shoot! Okay, he got the tapes, put them in his utility 
belt, hopped into his TIE fighter, and looked at ’em 
later. Too complicated? Sigh. 

Well, hope this beats that pesky deadline (just 
kidding, Cheree, honest!). Oops! Couldn’t find the 
Starlog blurb -- check your local comics shop. 


Barbara Anderson 
25-20 Romaine St. 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 


June 22, 1993 


Summertime, and the living ain’t easy. Am 
presently in the process of putting my mother-in-law 
in a long term care facility ... not an easy decision, but 
a necessary one. Fandom, by sheer necessity, has to 
take a back seat when reality can’t be ignored, but | 
missed getting a letter in the last SE and I was 
determined not to miss out on the fun for another 
issue. So what if I’ve got dust bunnies the size of 
banthas under my bed or the weeds in the garden are 
approaching triffid size? I’m not giving up fandom 
completely for even a little while. It’s my refuge. 

First, let me offer my congratulations to Chereeon 
the Star Award for her excellent zine, A Tremor in the 
Force, and well deserved it is. Consistent, classic 
material and presentation ... year after year ... which 
brings me to a question for her as editor, not only of 
Tremor, but SE and Field Studies as well. What drives 
you, or any editor for that matter, to put out a zine? 
It’s a lot of work ... time, expense, headaches, stress, 
deadlines, pressure, personalities, etc. I know what 
the readers get from the zine and J, for one, am 
grateful that people like you are out there with the 
energy and desire to do this. But it’s so often 
mentioned, usually by the editors themselves, that 
putting out a zine is a form of masochism unique to 
fandom. How many times does one hear, "I must be 
crazy to put out another zine." What satisfaction or 
pleasure is derived? What's your reward? 

((Ed: First, Barbara, congratulations on your Star 
Award! Well deserved it is, too! What motivates me to 











keep doing zines? I think you summed it up in one 
word -- refuge. My life is so crammed full of mundane 
stress-makers -- work, family, bills, etc. -- that I 
desperately need a refuge from it all, a creative outlet 
that I can hide myself in and restore my soul and 
serenity. For me, fandom and especially zines are that 
outlet. I long ago found that I love to take stories and 
drawings and put them together in a pleasing harmony, 
adding the appropriate typefaces to enhance them, 
graphics and in just the right mix. When I finally get a 
zine back from the printers, it’s like I’ve finished a 
painting and hung it on my wall. My other creative 
outlet is cross stitch. There I "paint" with thread. With 
the zines, I “paint" with paper and ink. And with SE, I 
keep doing it just because I like to talk SW and, like 
many of you, it’s my on-going source of information and 
pleasure. When it all ceases to be fun, I'll stop doing it. 
So, does that answer your question? How do you other 
editors feel?)) 

Nora Mayers: Ah, Nora, ’tis a ten year old 
lamentation you bring up with regard to the character 
assassination of Han Solo in ROTJ. Wanda Lybarger 
(hi, cuz!) has made the observation to me that in SW 
and TESB, the audience gets to laugh with Han when 
he doesn’t quite get things right, while in ROT, 
audiences are manipulated to laugh at him. Big 
difference. But it’s not just Solo that suffered. Lucas 
gave everybody short shrift in ROTJ. He not only 
turned a competent, graceful hard-edged Corellian 
into Chevy Chase, then separated Han from the 
Falcon, but he turned Chewbacca into a dumb animal 
... More so than the one in the rope trap. This from 
a being who, in TESB, was capable of starship 
hyperdrive repair! He turned Vader, one of the 
greatest cinematic villains of all time, into a maudlin, 
pathetic figure. He created a forest full of cute, 
cuddly brave Ewoks that were almost as nauseating as 
smurfs. And while he did give the film back to Luke 
with some great scenes for Hamill, he had Mark 
looking like one of those sad-eyed waif pictures as 
Luke was sighing over the dying Yoda and then dying 
Vader. Then George gave us more creatures, more 
drool, more ships, battle scenes, a bigger, better Death 
Star ... as he tried to make ROTI into the SW movie 
he originally wanted to make ... but it didn’t work. 
Someone, anyone, should have taken a 2x4 upside 
George’s head (a bit drastic perhaps, but it does get 
one’s attention) and told him that more is not 
necessarily better! 

Can’t believe MWC has come and gone already. 
Has anyone ever done a scientific study to determine 
if the earth’s rotation speeds up over Memorial Day 


weekend, therefore making time go faster? It was an 
exciting con for SW fen. New SW zines were born, 
costumes were abundant, several panels ... one even 
lasting over three hours with new and old fans 
exploring the limitless storylines in the SW universe. 
Heady, thought-provoking stuff. 

One negative observation, though. The art show. 
Except for Z. P.’s portrait of Han Solo and her price- 
lessly creative SW doll exhibit, there was a total lack 
of SW related art. Why is this ... especially since SW 
fans are, I believe, the largest one group attending 
MWC. SW art doesn’t even have to be the main char- 
acters, though you’ll get no complaint from me if 
dozens of Han Solo’s showed up on the art show 
boards! But there are those who favor even space 
vistas ... place an x-wing or the Falcon or a star 
destroyer for those Imperials among us, in a galactic 
starfield ... voila! SW art! Cartoons ... surely we 
haven’t exhausted all the humor in the SW universe. 
I make this plea because I can’t even make two ends 
of a circle meet on paper, never mind drawing any- 
thing remotely recognizable. It was just so dis- 
heartening to see such little representation in that 
area while the rest of SW fandom is running, jumping 
and leaping at lightspeed. 

Z.P.: To continue the theme ... Thank you for 
that portrait of Han and the SW dolls. They were 
bright lights among a lot of dark, a/k/a slash. The 
dolls, in particular, with the touches of wonderful 
whimsy, were the cause of many smiles. 

Don’t think Uncle Owen was a mean old grouch, 
but certainly stern and difficult. I think Luke lied to 
him about going for power convertors because Luke 
just wanted to avoid the expected, inevitable confron- 
tations. As one who avoids confrontations like the 
plague, I can readily empathize. It was obviously a 
topic that had been "discussed" before and Owen had 
expressed disapproval. I admit to lying to my parents, 
especially when I was 20 and still living at home. I 
felt at the time that I was old enough to experience 
some things I knew they wouldn’t approve of. Perhaps 
Luke didn’t want Owen or Beru to know what he was 
doing if he thought they would be emotionally hurt by 
his behavior. Luke did have a certain degree of 
respect and responsibility towards his aunt and uncle; 
that was clear in his reluctant, but fairly immediate 
obedience to Owen’s wishes. (Now, who says SW isn’t 
a role model for the youth of the world?) 

Tammy Olsen: Well-l-1, the SW story I mentioned 
with Luke getting a girl is about 85% a Han/Leia story 
in Flip of a Coin #15, but as a sub-plot, I do give 
Luke a lasting romance. 
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Anne-Virginie: Hmmm, letterzine writing is going 
to take some getting used to. Exact semantics seem 
to be in order or parenthesized explanations, if one 
doesn’t wish to be taken literally or seriously. 
Apparently, you, as well as others, took my "Why isn’t 
there a Billie Bob?” question seriously when it was 
meant to be facetious and humorously sarcastic. 
Remind me not to switch careers to a comedienne. 
I'd obviously starve! In retrospect, perhaps a latent 
feminist streak made me write it, but it was meant as 
a joke, folks. 

As for why so many stories feature Leia as a virgin 
when a fair percentage seem to hold the private 
opinion that she wasn’t, it’s simple. The stories are 
fun to write. It’s the romance novelist in some of us. 
(Some, I said, some ... please put down the sharp 
implements.) It’s an opportunity for lovely seduction 
scenes, humor, emotional discoveries, sarcasm, and a 
valid reason to describe Han’s body from Leia’s pov. 

Gerald Crotty: It’s hysterically funny that you had 
mentioned Artoo’s "never-ending supply of phallic- 
looking gadgets." In the dealer’s room at MWC, I 
found a collection of old SW cartoons somehad had 
saved, One featured Artoo at Leia’s bedside with his 
chest panel open and a little vibrator with two feet is 
walking out towards the smiling princess. You are not 
alone in your wonderfully warped mind. 











Catherine Churko: May the Maker be with your 
Mom. I’m a nurse and sometimes you can view that 
mini stroke as a blessing in disguise. It’s a warning 
that allowed your Mom to reverse and hopefully 
repair the underlying problem before a major stroke 
occurred. 

Good luck to you and may the Force be with you 
on your cover art. It’s always a thrill when someone 
in fandom goes pro and actually makes a living doing 
something they love. 

Tim Blaes: Late TV news. I knew Covington 
Cross wouldn’t last, nor Space Rangers nor Babylon 5. 
Why can’t I predict lottery numbers with that kind of 
accuracy? Space Rangers was truly awful, but it was so 
bad that it was campy and hysterically funny. 
Babylon 5 died after the two-hour premier episode. 
What next from the studios? If after 15 minutes into 
a new show the ratings aren’t good, the show gets 
yanked? I see it coming. 

Maggie Nowakowska: Many thanks for directing 
me towards the Sanctuary stories. I will definitely 
contact Ming at some point. That’s one of the great- 
est things about fandom. There’s always someone 
who can help, who has the information, or the 
sources, the knowledge to find out or can tell you 
where to go (though I have been told where to go 
before, in and out of fandom). Business has its 
networks, so does fandom and 99% of the time, fans 
share what they can. 

A. G. Steyn: I can understand your point about 
calling bread bread, but to use your other example -- 
a tumble-dryer -- it sounds so Terran. It transports 
one back to the reality of Earth, when one is trying to 
escape into another universe. It is a very fine line one 
has to tread between what can be given a common 
Earth nomenclature and what needs a futuristic or 
function-descriptive name. Some objects, such as 
bread, are a universal concept ... every culture has 
some form of it, but even that can be broken down. 
If I were writing a story on Mexico, I’d call it a 
tortilla. If it were a French story, the characters 
would be eating a baguette. References like that 
remind the reader of where the story is taking place. 
It adds flavor, color background scenery to a plot that 
has probably been used a gazillion times over the 
centuries (there is nothing new under the sun) but 
sounds fresh when a tumble dryer is called a hubble- 
dibubble. When I think of tumble dryers, I see a 
laundromat with ladies in scarves around curlers in 
their hair. When I think of hubbledibubbles, the 
image is totally different ... something with sonic jets, 
neon tubes, transparistee! windows ... droids folding 
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towels (no, no, that was a joke!). If the writer is 
skillful enough, the reader should be able to obtain 
the information needed to understand what a hubble- 
dibubble is from the context of the rest of the sen- 
tence or several sentences. A little extra work for the 
writer but a big improvement for the story. 

Louise Turner: Welcome, not only to SE, but to 
the wide wonderful world of fandom. Perhaps pre- 
sumptious of me as this is only my second letter to 
SE, but I know, as does every other fan, the joy of 
finding others with the same interests when one was 
sure there wasn’t another fan within 12 parsecs. 
Exhilerating, isn’t it? 

Catriona Campbell: Know what you mean about 
the mega information presented in each issue of SE. 
Responding to it all would leave time for little else. 
I repeat, reading even one issue is like taking a dozen 
mini college courses. 

You brought up a very good point with regard to 
editor’s postage costs; it was also mentioned at a 
MWC SW panel discussion. Editors should not have 
to pay for the postage to send: edited, corrected 
material back to the author for approval, especially if 
it’s an author who wants to okay every little punctu- 
ation mark. That’s an awful financial burden to add 
to the overall cost of putting out a zine. Remember 
also, the editor has to send the completed work to an 
artist as well ... that’s more postage. Multiply that by 
all the contributors and there goes the editor’s grocery 
allotment for the month. I think it should be common 
courtesy and consideration to pay the travel money on 
one’s submission. 

Tina Bentrup: The offer of medical advice/consul- 
tation for any story still stands. I was writing "Nurse 
in Space" stories for my own pleasure long before SW 
was even released. Looking back, they were the worst 
drivel I’d ever read and pure, unadulterated, undiluted 
Mary Sue, but at the time, I enjoyed dreaming up the 
futuristic scenarios. I actually looked into joining the 
Air Force before I got out of nursing school; had this 
gradiose notion of becoming an astrospace nurse 
someday. When I found out that one had to have a 
reasonable understanding of mathematics, I went into 
med-surg instead, but took my dream and put it into 
writing. 

And congratulations to you for your Star Award for 
"Blue Jawa." Great little story and a first, isn’t it, to 
be told from a Jawa’s pov. 

Cheryl Pryor: Thank you again for sending those 
extra SW cards. You don’t know how much that was 
appreciated. I went to the EnglishTown flea market 
this past weekend (biggest outdoor/indoor flea market 
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on the East Coast ... great place) and at least 6 
vendors were selling complete sets plus the foil 
collector cards. I’ve also got a Starlog retail store near 
me that has the pewter minis of the Falcon and TIE 
fighter, but the price sure isn’t mini ... over $100 each. 
Both space craft were exquisitely detailed, but my 
wallet had burn-out. Had another monetary snit fit at 
the cost of the new Screamin’ model kids ... $70 for 
Han Solo ... not completed, not painted. After 
purchasing all the materials one would need to pro- 
perly finish the piece, he too would run about $100. 
And these are not even collectors items, it’s new 
merchandise! I feel like Bill the Cat ... ACK! 
Debbie Kittle: Snow?! You wanted snow?! If the 
Blizzard of 93 was your doing, I’d like to have a word 
with you in the scan grid room. Was fun in one 
respect, though ... the blizzard occurred on the same 
night that the YLJC episode with Harrison was shown 
and the snow was as deep outside my house as the 
stuff Harrison was trudging through on the TV set. If 
I had brought the TV outside, I could have had my 
own version of virtual reality. Driving in the stuff was 
an equal experience in breath-holding that I could 
very well have done without. There’s something very 
disconcerting when you turn the steering wheel one 
way but the car goes in another. And shoveling ... 
there’s a pleasant activity. Ranks right up there with 
root canals. IMO, it should only snow on Christmas 
Eve, a light dusting for magic then nary a flake for the 
rest of winter. Snow ... beastly thingi! Shoo! Shoo! 
Thanks for the nice words on "Trust Fund". 
There’s an immediate sequel in the works but I write 
like an elephant gives birth, it simply takes me 
forever. I truly envy those authors who can churn out 
a story in days, weeks or even months. "Trust Fund" 
took me two years to finish. Glad you enjoyed and | 
guess others did, too, for I'll take this spot to say 
thank you to all those who voted "Trust Fund" as best 
long SW story for the Star Awards. My award certifi- 
cate and medal hang over my typewriter and to mis- 
quote Henry Fonda, “I’d rather have it than the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.” And congratulations 
to all the other winners, plus thank yous for keeping 
the SW universe not only alive but growing and 
healthy. MORE! (In this case, more is better.) 
Michelle Malkin: I discovered SW fandom after 
the COF/COL debacle and never understood what it 
was about. After your explanation, I still don’t. 
While I am a passionate Ford fan, of all his 
characters, as well as Han, the idea of Han being the 
center of the SW universe is ridiculous. He may be 
my favorite, but IMO no one character is more 
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important than another. With that philosophy in 
mind, it occurred to me that the other characters were 
not being given equal consideration here. I mean, fair 
is fair. So, in keeping with the ludicrousness of the 
issue in the first place, I set out to remedy the 
situation. I give you ... The Basilica of Our Lord 
Vader, The Monastery of Master Yoda, Friar 
Chewbacca’s Chantry, The Imperial Chapel of the 
Sith, Kenobi’s Kingdom Hall, Brother Boba’s 
Traveling Salvation Show, Synagogue of Rieekan, 
Tabernacle of Jabba, Temple of Doom (oops, wrong 
movie trilogy), Shrine of Sister Mon Mothma, Mission 
Calrissian, Anakin Abbey, Pantheon of the Ewoks, 
Mosque of Max Rebo, Pagoda of Antilles, and last but 
not least, Our Beloved Lady of Hope and Mercy, 
Most Immaculate, Perpetual Virgin (before Han) 
Princess Leia Convent! 

On that silly note, I bid you adieu. Am eagerly 
looking forward to August 6th when Harrison’s new 
movie, The Fugitive, arrives in the theaters. To Dr. 
Richard Kimball, you can hide at my house! And 
final get well wishes to Harrison himself after his knee 
surgery. Hmmm, wonder if he would consider a 
private duty nurse next time. I would volunteer out of 
the goodness of my heart ... and other things. 


Supreme Intellect 


Gerald Crotty 

25 Woodridge 
Birchfield, Birmingham 6 
England 


June 19, 1993 


Cheree: Thanks for Tremor #7. How do you do 
it?! Nearly 300 pages. Good grief! I haven’t had 
time to read it all yet but what I have read is great. 
As for the artwork, Melanie Guttierrez and Nancy 
Stasulis, I love your illos. 

Topps Trading Cards: These are gorgeous. And 
it makes you realize how much artwork was generated 
during the design process since this is obviously only 
a small amount of it. The original stuff shows how 
the saga is still a continuing source of interest and 
inspiration. My only real criticism is that the format 
is too small. I realize there’s no way of solving this 
problem since trading cards are traditionally this size, 
but I still wish they were bigger. 1 hope Series 2 is 





out soon. 

Young Indy: I recently saw the first three episodes 
which a friend taped off the satellite. I though they 
were terrific. The production values are the best I’ve 
ever seen in a TV show and, contrary to what I'd 
heard, there’s plenty of action in them. The storylines 
are great. Indy’s thirst for knowledge is so compell- 
ing. I really feel transported while watching them. 

I have a theory about why it’s failed to grab large 
audiences, though: I reckon it’s the use of sub-titles 
when a foreign language is spoken. Audiences here 
(and in the U.S., I believe) simply don’t like sub-titles. 
But I’m glad Lucas chose to use them since it’s essen- 
tial we hear the foreign language to remind us that 
we’re in another country and another culture. This is 
a major part of the experience. It’s also one of Indy’s 
first lessons: whenever you visit another country, 
learn the language. 

The only element of the show I don’t like is Old 
Indy. He’s such an old fart. Then again, maybe that’s 
intentional. Perhaps Lucas is trying to tell us 
something. 

I hear it’s been cancelled (again!), but I’ve been 
hearing that every 3 months since it began. I hope 
Lucas finds a way to keep making them. 

The Final Trilogy: I was recently re-reading an 
interview with Richard Marquand in Prevue 52. In it 
he reveals that Lucas told him the storylines for all 9 
episodes and said: “If you follow the direction, and 
project into the final trilogy, you realize you’re going 
to meet the supreme intellect, and you think, how is 
it possible to create a man who has such profound 
cunning that he cannot only control Darth Vader, but 
the fate of Luke Skywalker. Control the destiny of 
the whole galaxy. You'll be amazed!" 

Originally, I thought that Marquand was talking 
about the Emperor and the events in ROTJ, but now 
I’m not so sure. I mean, why would he specifically 
refer to the final trilogy? Was he talking about some 
as yet unseen character who has been manipulating 
things behind the scenes all along, a character who 
even manipulates the Emperor and who will become 
apparent in the final trilogy as the supreme bad guy? 
Or perhaps he/she isn’t a bad guy. This reminds me 
of a story I read (Asimov’s Foundation trilogy, maybe, 
I could be wrong; it’s been a long time). Anyway, in 
that story set in a galaxy on the verge of collapse, a 
_ group of intellectuals arrange to deliberately speed up 
the collapse with the reasoning that if they could 
manipulate it rather than just let it happen, they 
would be able to put into motion the required events 
which would mean a far quicker recovery than if 
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"chaos" were allowed to do the job. However, it all 
had to be done with the most complex secrecy and a 
series of Machiavellian strategies spanning several 
generations, people’s beliefs would be manipulated so 
that they would live their lives believing they were 
doing something they thought was important and 
based on their own free will, but they would never see 
the whole picture. On the one hand, I quite like the 
idea since it gives the whole saga a fascinating 
structure, but on the other hand, it would make our 
heroes into little more than pawns and that’s a bit 
disappointing. 

Anyway, what do the rest of you think? We might 
as well speculate since it now seems very unlikely that 
George will ever make the final trilogy. 

Elstree Studios: The film director John Hough has 
been on a couple of radio interviews here describing 
his plans to buy what’s left of Elstree Studios and turn 
it into a movie museum/theme park with exhibitions 
of props from all the big movies filmed there 
including the SW trilogy. However, he needs at least 
£15 million to get the project started. So, don’t hold 
your breath. 

Some of you may wonder why Elstree is closing 
down. Well, so am I. There’s hardly anything left of 
the British film industry and no one seems to know 
why. After all, we produce great directors, writers, 
actors, and technicians. But there’s no work here so 
they all go to Hollywood. The odd thing is that we 
make more TV programs than ever before but no 
films. Actually, our film industry was gone by the 
70’s. The film studios were given a new lease on life 
by people like Lucas and Spielberg who chose to 
shoot their pictures here. With all that money coming 
in, you’d think our film industry would revive, but it 
didn’t. It can’t be blamed on the audiences, either. 
There are more screens now than there have been for 
20 (maybe 30) years. 

Carrie Fisher was on a show here recently called 
Saturday Zoo, a sort of cross between David Letter- 
man and Saturday Night Live. She was very funny. 
She told various stories about the Porno Awards she’d 
been to. She’s always a good guest on a chat show. 
She has a filthy sense of humor. Harrison Ford, on 
the other hand, is always a complete bore on chat 
shows and he talks as if his batteries are run down. 

And now I'd like to take a moment to say farewell 
to a TV show which featured Major Derlin in his 
other career as a Boston Mailman. Yeah, we just had 
the final Cheers. God, I’m gonna miss that show. 
There have been shows which were as funny as Cheers, 
but never was there a show with such a wonderful cast 





of characters. The writers never fell into the trap of 
dramatizing them. One of the dangers of having such 
popular characters on a long-running show is that the 
writers can’t resist addressing the flaws of the 
characters or doing some social comment and pretty 
soon the comedy goes out the window. That hap- 
pened on M*A*S*H. On Cheers, they always remem- 
bered to be funny. Cheers always steered clear of 
heavy stuff or sentimentality and yet there is more 
human truth and philosophy in that show than any 
other I can think of. 
That’s all for now. 


Louise Turner 

89 St. Andrews Drive 
Bridge of Weir 
Renfrewshire, PA11 3JD 
Scotland 


June 14, 1993 


Hi, everyone! This letter was originally penned 
during a ghastly journey to London via the dreaded 
British Rail. Since then I’ve luckily had time to help 
Cheree out by translating my horrible handwriting into 
something which does not resemble hieroglyphics or 
Linear B! 

I'm still reeling in shock after SE#35. I think my 
letter underwent the SW equivalent of a transporter 
malfunction. Two pages seem to have ended up 
somewhere in the ethereal plane. Either that or the 
Brutal Hand of Editorial Butchering has struck me 
with a vengeance (was it that dubious?). ((Ed: My 
profound apologies, Louise! The deletion was unin- 
tentional. It’s possible that it was computer error, but I 
suspect it was my fault. When that issue was done, I 
was simultaneously trying to keep up with a hectic job, 
plan a 50th wedding anniversary party for my parents, 
plan a birthday party for my daughter, and get ready for 
MediaWest. I suspect your letter was caught in the 
maelstrom and my fractured attention span simply didn’t 
register that I had missed parts, probably that both sides 
of the page was used and therefore I only typed the front. 
My abject apologies to you and I will iry not to let it 
happen again.)) 

Well, it’s good to be back, despite that slight 
disappointment. Looks like I’ve missed out on the 
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editorial debate, and I guess Michelle Malkin will be 
wondering right now why I was apologizing to her. 
That, I’m afraid, will have to remain one of the 
unsolved mysteries of the Universe! 

Catriona: Oh my! I can hear the faint growling of 
guitars as the good ship Iron Maiden approaches... 
Jamie-Soo is coming to get me! He-e-lpp! I tried 
asking a certain dark-haired X-wing pilot to lend 
assistance and he just turned to me and said, "After 
what you keep putting me through? Not damn likely!" 
So now my days are surely numbered. Eek! Arggh! 
Squelch! (And other miscellaneous words of gory 
violence.) It has been nice knowing you all. 

And now, a brief tribute to ROTJ. So, it’s got its 
faults? So, it hasn’t got the magnificant brooding 
angst of TESB? So, the directing style ain’t half as 
stylish? So, it’s got EWOKS!!?? I don’t care! I like 
it! I grew up with it. Ah, those memories... Sitting 
on a climbing frame in a Cornish campsite as a sweet 
little fifteen-year-old... Watching the shooting stars 
over the trees, and the helicopters flying to and fro 
from a local naval base. Listening to the Ewok song 
on my personal stereo and imagining that I was right 
there on Endor... Sniffing miserably away to myself 
because I couldn’t get to see the film... Happy 
memories indeed! J think John Williams’ music hit an 
all-time high with ROTJ, and the design of the 
Imperial shuttle is enough to make me turn two blind 
eyes to any number of faults. Besides, my boy gets to 
be Red Leader, and doffs his helmet for once. What 
more could I ask for? 

Fiorenzo Delle Rupi: I'd slap Catriona for inso- 
lence on your behalf, but she’d probably slap me back, 
so maybe I'll give that a miss! Scotland is wonderful 
-- wish it was only a few hours’ drive away from 
Stonehenge and Hadrian’s Wall, though. Any time 
you want to drop by and visit any real archaeology, 
you’re welcome. You can keep your Coliseums and 
your Pompeii’s and your Etruscans! Bleaugh! No 
wonder you’re such a big Palpie fan! I think it’s the 
old Roman legacy talking. You’ve probably got a 
direct family link to that horrible man Julius Caesar 
who invaded our shores. The Celts don’t forget, you 
know... 

Marti Schuller: Pool old Luke! Maybe the light- 
ning -- since it was Force generated -- was only in the 
mind! Maybe he just thought he was getting frazzled! 
As for Michelle Malkin’s point about the radiation, I 
would think that for any bunch of people who spend 
their lives space-faring, radiation is going to be a big 
problem, what with emissions from propulsion systems 
and background radiation in deep space. It’s a 


wonder the human race hasn’t become exinct already. 
Perhaps they’ve made some genetic adaptations in 
order to counteract its effects (or perhaps they have to 
make do with special, lead-impregnated underwear?). 
Now that is science fiction. 

And as a further aside to Michelle Malkin... After 
apparently apologizing to you for nothing in the last 


SE, I shall now pose you a question. If there’s a 
Church of Ford and a Cathedral of Luke, what does 
that make a Wedge fan? A breakaway schism, per- 
haps? I feel like some kind of religious minority out 
here! 

Tim Blaes: Hey, an Enya fan! Yeah!! You heard 
"The Celts" yet? It’s amazing. Look out for 
"Boadicea" and "March of the Celts". And on the 
subject of music, I see from Mary Jo Fox’s LoC that 
there are loads of Depeche Mode fans out there. 
Although I’ve liked their stuff for ages, Catriona 
introduced me to "Songs of Faith and Devotion" just 
recently, and if anything’s good inspiration for "bruise- 
mendie", that is! (In combination with "The Hurting" 
by Tears for Fears, eh, Catriona?). Pll be heading off 
to see Depeche Mode when they play in London, so 
I'll think of you, Mary Jo... 

Lisa Cowan: So the Radio Series is coming out on 
CD, is it? Gimme, gimme, gimme! I’ve heard the 
first couple of episodes of both SW and TESB and I 
really enjoyed them, so I’m really looking forward to 
getting a decent version. 

Mary Sue... She has to get a mention somewhere. 
From my outsider’s viewpoint, I find it really awful 
that so many of you out there are shying away from 
creating female characters because of the dreadful 
shadow of Mary Sue. Unlearn what you have learned! 
Get liberated. I’ve never let it get to me. I have so 
many women popping into my writing all over the 
place that no one could point a finger at a single 
guilty party. Besides, most of my women do in fact 
appear as background characters in ROTJ, and I only 
just noticed their presence -- just as I'd envisaged 
them -- on the widescreen video, i.e., after I created 
them! Talk about some kind of sublime vindication! 
We do put a part of ourselves into every characater 
we write. If "Mary Sue” is a term of abuse brandished 
at anyone who creates new female characaters, then 
I'm afraid I’m willing to take that risk. Hell, I don’t 
write for wish fulfillment! I’m happy enough here. I 
mean, I couldn’t keep my horse on the Headquarters 
Frigate. (On second thoughts, though, an archae- 
ologist would have fun there... All those alien peoples 
to learn about. Might have a better chance of getting 
a job with the Intergalactic Institute for Archaeology!) 


62 





So we’re never going to wind up with Luke, or 
Han, or in my case, Wedge? Does that mean we 
have to give our poor heroes unhappy, loveless lives? 
It must be bad enough trying to keep your sanity in a 
place as dangerous as the SW universe. And us fan 
writers give them a hard enough time as it is. We 
could at least try and make it more pleasant for them. 

Liked Matthew Whitney’s point about Owen. I 
won’t discuss my thoughts at length. Catriona and I 
have discussed the interpretation of poor old Owen 
and since she seems to be championing the unfortu- 
nate man’s case quite well enough, Pll just add that I 
think your interpretation of him as "gruff" just about 
summed him up. He does care about Luke. That’s 
why he doesn’t want him following in his father’s 
footsteps, and why he’s trying to dissuade him from 
Academy, etc. I feel sure that Owen was party to at 
least part of the story. Mon Mothma, Bail Organa, 
and Ben Kenobi were, I think, the main instigators of 
the plot to protect Anakin’s children, but Owen had 
to be told something, and that’s why he seems 
genuinely concerned for Luke’s safety and Luke’s 
future. 

Changing the subject, I’m interested in this 
"Enterprising Women" thesis that Mary Sue writers 
are disturbed women, and I'll have to read the book. 
I think that most human beings are disturbed, when 
one thinks about it! It is "normal" for men to be 
obsessed by fast cars, and "normal" for women to read 
romances or women’s magazines. Doesn’t that kind 
of "normality" still smack of a lifestyle where 
something is profoundly lacking? Some kind of wish 
fulfillment, where men can boost their male egos by 
gaining a sensation of power through their cars and 
women can escape their humdrum lives by reading 
literature of some kind of ideal life and relationship. 

That line of thought’s getting tangled up into 
nothingness rapidly! And now to Gerald... In 
response to your comments about the Force in 
inanimate objects, I’d like to mention a conversation 
I once had with a music professor when I was stil] an 
impressionable teenager. This man was an SF fan and 
was probably my "Yoda" figure, looking back on it. 
He was quite into New Age stuff before New Age was 
even heard of, and I think he had leanings towards 
Buddhism. We started discussing the concept of the 
Force in the middle of a music lesson, and he ex- 
plained that since everything is made up of atoms, 
which are by their nature continually in motion, then 
it could be said that even inaminate objects were in 
fact in posssession of their own energy force. A nice 
explanation, and one which I never forgot. 





Tina Bentrup: An orchid person? I went to the 
World Orchid Convention a few weeks back. Mind 
zapping! Total psychedelic floral overkill! My family 
came home with the cheapest orchid we could find: a 
tiny Pleione which we promptly named "Julie" after a 
notorious journalist called Julie Birchill, who often 
describes things as “orchidaceous.” It hasn’t died on 
us yet... 

All these references to snow. Don’t talk to me 
about snow! The road to my little horsey was blocked 
in for two whole days and I had to walk one and a 
half miles up a whopping great hill to feed him. It 
was covered with 3 foot snowdrifts, and as I waddled 
my way through the windswept wastes, I found myself 
wishing that I could trade him in for a taun-taun. 
Then one evening after we'd thrown the animals into 
their field, we came up to put them away and found 
a Ford Sierra abandoned outside the gate. Having to 
navigate your way around someone else’s £10,000 car 
with an excitable hunter who doesn’t really like 
playing at being a snowplough was no fun, I can tell 
you. Then we came up the following day to find clear 
roads but a six foot pile of snow left outside our gate 
by the snowplough. I don’t think I ever want to see a 
flake of snow ever again! Oh, it was a fun couple of 
days... 

Well, reading SE and composing a reply was a fun 
way to spend a journey. I hate to think what my 
fellow passengers thought of me. A. G.’s letter had 
me laughing, especially with references to the 
"hubbledibubble”... To someone incarcerated in the 
Demon Train from Hell, though, the complaints about 
flying provoked silent snarls of anguish. I like flying. 
I love flying! I'd fly everywhere if I had the cash. 
Beats British Rail, anyway. I can’t even get surrogate 
flying with the X-wing fighter combat simulator. 
Maybe, some day, they’ll release a version for the 
Apple Mac. Or I can see me saving up for the next 
how many years to buy myself an IBM compatible 
computer. I just wanna be an X-wing pilot. Or at 
least an armchair X-wing pilot, who’s not under any 
danger to life or limb. And she says she doesn’t write 
for wish fulfillment? Who’re you trying to kid, 
honey... 

Take care, folks, and happy writing! 
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Catherine Churko 
590 Ft. Washington Ave. #1M 
New York, NY 10033 


July 1, 1993 


Hello. Happy summer, y'all. 

This’ll be semi-short since I’m doing one of my and 
"Ed’s" fave things -- handprinting. And on the 7-day 
grace period yet. Egads -- forgive me, Cheree! 
Obviously, I'll be missing a lot of stuff. 

Our Realm: Good luck to you all coping with the 
inclement weather. Especially those on “Lake” Missis- 
sippi -- eeks! 

No pro-illo assignments -- yet. While I’ve got a 
few more major and minor SF/metaphysical outlets to 
approach, I’ve pulled back to do pro portfolio #2. It 
combines some of my #1 SF/meta stuff along with 
expanded subject matter in political/social matters and 
children’s book oriented illos. A minimum of 5 pieces 
now. More slowly added later, in those several other 
areas. 

I’ve got some very fine color stuff going, along with 
a great biw piece. Some things are taking longer than 
others. Putting in l-o-n-g hours. So by the time this 
sees print, I should have resumed/caught up with my 
letter writing expecting to be by mid-July. 

Elsewise, having some SW dialect on internal auto 
pilot is useful. As in popping up my fave Jedi’s plea/ 
observation: "There’s still good in him.” Relating to 
the particular personage so prominantly highlighted in 
my cartoon extravaganza of last ish, when I "signed 
on", I knew it was going to be a roller coaster of 
up/down, good/bad stuff. 

Mom?’s doing okey-dokey. 

Other Realms: Well, I’m still enjoying ST:TNG 
and DS9, too. I think the Cardassian space station 
looks like a great shell creature floating in the ocean 
of space. The Sci-Fi Channel is finally arriving in 
NYC -- but if it’s not on basic, we won’t get it. 

SW_Realms: #3 should be in the Library soon. 
Then I can read it before the insults comments start 
flying here. Don’t know/missed whatever Dark Horse 
schedule is for SW. 

Z.P.: You did such'a fine job storying my illos. 
Weaving the disparate illos together. Along with 
deriving well the "spirit" of the last 4 linked illos. 
Clever and lyrical -- thanks! 

Oooo -- that mind-link story! Yea, I’ve "played" 
that idea out on my Imagining Reel, too. Ever read 
Marion Zimmer Bradley’s Forbidden Tower (Dark- 
over)? Great exploration of a semi-similar situation. 


Never heard of the "playback" from 50 yr Luke 12 (!) 
kids scenario. 

Re: Your reply to MaryJo: How about Quantum 
Shaman? My original phrase. I’ve thought of adding 
on pantheist/animist but that may be redundant. 
Recommend "Holographic Universe" ?Talbort for an 
awesome read/contemplation. 


Carolyn: Your name came up in a post-MWC 
letter "report." So you made it, after all? Impressive, 
most impressive. Good luck with whatever needs 
doing healthwise. 

Had my first ever SW story published and got my 
first taste of editing. So close to deadline I guess, it 
was done without galleys and my knowledge. It’s 
really a vignette and what editing was done did what 
it should -- clarify, tighten-up. I’d only have quibbled 
with one change (in my style). Where in my style 
(ve been writing poetry on the other hand for 
decades) was altered too much. An unexpected but 
interesting experience. : 

Gerald: At first, I thought you were being "dowdy" 
re: sex and SW until I hit the R2 comment wherein I 
detected dry (like our Arizona or Carolyn’s Outback) 
winds of humor wafting by, no? (heh, heh, heh) 
[Cheree, didn’t that remind you of the flavor of that 
infamous offshoot of Far Realms?} 

Maggie: Good observations re: Mary Sue. And 
the Big Good Guy/Not-So-Good-Guy-Anymore stuff, 
too. Yeah, I could see Leia derisively laughing before 
it sunk in that "baby, this is for real." Too bad GL did 
tell Carrie. 

A. G.: Like your ST v. SW object visual assump- 
tion/function description observation. 

Marti: Glad you made it to MWC. Hang in there. 
Wanda also gave me a very encouraging welcome (as 
did Maggie) my first MWC. 

Louise: Welcome. Treena joyously mentioned 
finding you. Hmm -- interesting comment on Brit SW 
zine male "Mary Sue” equivalent. (Never read any.) 
Luke and Imperial playgirls at Kessel? Another zesty 
idea. 

Treena: Don’t forget your part in fine descriptive 
writing to help me "form" a visual character. Have 
you bitten off and regrown all your fingernails yet with 
your new "pet project"? 

Matthew: I always thought the radio SW presenta- 
tion of Leia’s interrogation on the DSI was riveting 
(yikes). 

Tina: Oh -- Matthew Fox. I saw him give his 
(then) "last" speech before his official "silencing" here 
in NYC in 1989. 

Michelle: "thousand 
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generations" was a rather awesome thing to 
contemplate. Kind of like us humans "vs." dinosaurs 
on the geological timescale. 

Mary Jo: One of my friend’s getting into Lolla- 
palooza. I was in DC for a day in June. Still couldn’t 
find a strictly alternate music radio station like 
WDRE up here. I even couldn’t find NPR on my 
Walkman. All I did was “bump” into airwise a rerun 
of "Limburger." But since I was on line then for the 
last tour of the day for "La Casa de Blanque" (2nd 
languages were never my talent) in its newly "liber- 
ated" aspect, I thought of it as poetic justice. ;-) from 
MHO. (hee hee) 

Oh, Leia’s comment re: "running" makes perfect 
sense even from what we've seen previously. More 
visceral fear/protection. 

Debbie: I'd agree that quiet satisfaction described 
Ben then. 

Well, out of space. Look forward to all the MWC 
stuff. Be well, everyone, until the next convention. 
And keep those stars in your eyes. 


Loug Slow Glow 


Tina Bentrup 
5325 Browns Gap Road 
Knoxville, TN 37918 


Wasn’t it a wonderful MediaWest? I had such a 
good time. More and more of you now are becoming 
friends, not just names. Such great discussions I 
remember, so much to take in so fast! I couldn’t live 
at that pace for too long at a time. So far, no post- 
con blues, I’ve just been in a long slow glow. I am 
slowly exploring zines, in between job and laundry and 
pets and just life generally. 

Cheree: I was so bowled over when I got first 
TF#7 and then SE#35 in the mail, one right after the 
other! I was thinking I would have to wait until 
MWC to see "The Vader Issue." Are you on the ball, 
or what! Your organization and enterprise are surely 
one of the seven wonders of the Galaxy. 

Dan read your editorial about GEnie and said, "We 
can do that!" So, you may see us cropping up online 
one of these days. I have to confess, I’m more than 
somewhat computer-resistant, though I’ve been using 
*em in various jobs for over 10 years now. I just now 
am getting the hang of e-mail at work. In case you 
were wondering, my totem animal is the coelocanth. 





Sharon Saye: Loved your Consumer Guide to SW 
fanzines. I didn’t know this had been a regular 
feature of Wookiee Commode. This is a very educa- 
tional feature, and much appreciated by this neofan. 
It’s good to get the background on some of these 
publications, kind of a literary history class. 

Especially when I had just finished reading in 
Textual Poachers that “...despite the remarkable 
creativity of Star Wars fan writers, the fandom’s 
membership has continued to decline, year by year, in 
the absence of new films which might spark new 
interests and offer additional raw materials for playful 
reworkings.” 

By the way, if anyone hasn’t read Textual Poachers 
(Henry Jenkins) or Enterprising Women (Bacon- 
Smith), go to your nearest library and have ’em order 
it up on ILL. These are recent (since 1985?) scholarly 
ethnographic studies of fandom. I really learned a lot 
from Enterprising Women; it’s mostly about Trek 
fandom (also B&B and B7), and it is very insightful. 
Poachers is drier, but there’s more about SW fandom. 
The Index contains 8 references to MediaWest, and I 
also spied several Enclavers there! Both works seem 
to me to be supportive of fandom. What do others 
think? 

Z. P.: I hadn’t read that bit about Carrie Fisher 
demanding that Leia become "more human." I agree 
that the Luke/Leia scene on Endor is awkward. For 
me, the thing that sticks out like a sore thumb is when 
(later on) Han asks her, "Could you tell Luke? Is that 
who you could tell?" and she says, "I..." and just leaves 
it hanging. It’s as if someone was supposed to 
interrupt her and missed their cue. Whether this is 
bad acting or bad directing, I don’t know, but it always 
makes me wince. Leia’s personality changes strikingly 
throughout the three films, but I like her best as the 
sassy tomboy in ANH. 

I like what you said about Han and "spice." The 
word spice is such an obvious reference to Dune, and 
it is a drug in that universe. Han is no Sir Galahad; 
he’s living by his wits in a very dangerous galaxy. 

How do you know Vader didn’t go pouff? Maybe 
he went pouff after the fade out. 

Maintenance access to his hearing aid. Right! 

Maybe what Obi-Wan meant (when he predicted 
becoming "more powerful than ever") was that he 
would in a sense become part of Luke from then on. 
Or maybe that was just one of those plot elements 
that had to be jettisoned, like Boba Fett. 

I too have wondered why both Obi-Wan and Yoda 
focus more on Vader than on the Emperor. Maybe 
because Vader has pretty much taken over the 





"mundane" aspects of policing the Empire, and getting 
rid of him would leave the Emperor vulnerable. Or, 
another idea, maybe Yoda and Ben knew that Luke 
would not be capable of facing the Emperor until he 
had confronted Vader. 

Glad you mentioned that skinny Imperial in ANH. 
He was pretty fresh, wasn’t he? And so was the big 
burly one who says, "Lord Vader, the plans are not on 
board..." (Don’t remember his exact words.) His tone 
was quite gruff and challenging, I thought. Vader 
takes him down a peg by telling him to go down to 
the planet and "see to it personally." Got off light, he 
did, yep yep. 

Nora Mayers: Yes, I agree, Han loses a lot of his 
feistiness in ROTJ. Mundane explanation: there was 
nowhere left to go with this character, as Harrison 
clearly saw. Fannish rationalization: he could indeed 
have been "getting over" carbon freeze. But also his 
former dashing smuggler runs the danger of becoming 
"Mr. Organa." He would have to carve out a career 
for himself in the New Republic, something that 
would challenge his skills and give him his own 
identity. Definitely not just an interstellar chauffeur 
for Leia’s diplomatic missions. 

Tammy Olsen: I’m so glad you and your phantom 
mom (I never did see her) made it to MWC! Did all 
your miles of video turn out okay? It must be neat to 
replay the whole thing on rainy afternoons (and there 
are a lot of those in New Hampshire). I still have a 
sore spot on my forehead from where I ran into the 
door ... good thing you weren’t filming at the time! 

Anne-Virginie: You're right. It was very 
irresponsible of me to throw out that announcement. 
The true facts are that I am working on a post-ROTJ 
story where Vader survives. Don’t hold your breath, 
because I create at the rate of a slow glacier. But the 
same idea seems to be cropping up everywhere: check 
out Ann Goetz’s wonderful story “Love and Justice” in 
Dagobah #6, and look for upcoming tales from Marti 
Schuller and Veronica Wilson! 

Gerald Crotty: Your comment on sex in SW was 
a hoot! Wedding tackle ... Han-less nights ... 
Goldenrod ... and best of all, Obi-Wanky Knobby!! 
Ahhh, you Brits are so neat. Why don’t you write a 
wee bit of smut including all the characters and 
"submit" it to Z. P.’s hypothetical nasty zine? But no, 
you’re much too wholesome for that sort of thing. 

Are we really so obsessed over here? Let’s pick up 
the challenge, Enclavers, and make SE #37 a G-rated 
issue! (Boos and hisses heard offstage.) 

Seriously, though, both of your letters to SE have 
been bloody marvelous. Thanks for sharing your 


reactions to the 3 movies and your involvement with 
fandom. I loved your comment to A. G. Steyn about 
Luke and Anakin! And yes, I'll join in your toast to 
ROTI’s 10th anniversary. When I saw it, I had no 
criticisms. I thought it was the perfect ending for the 
greatest story of all time. I was so overjoyed at the 
resolution of Luke and Vader: for once, a movie had 
ended even better than I had hoped it would. 

Tim Blaes: Hey, you old tar-heel. Sorry to hear 
about your screech owls. Wooded areas are getting 
scarce in Knoxville, too. Everywhere you look there 
are new developments going up. They are quite 
attractive, but somehow they don’t look real to me. 
More like stage sets than houses. Here on the north 
side of town, it’s still rural, but that won't last long, I 
fear. 

Maggie: That was neat what you said about your 
Mary Sue being Han Solo or Obi-Wan. I agree that 
the M-S criticism is valid, especially if so many people 
have done it, but new writers should go ahead and tell 
the story they have in them, and damn the torpedoes. 
You have to put yourself in the story somehow! 

Thanks for telling me that about the word "nation." 
I wasn’t aware of the new meanings it was acquiring. 

Oooh, you’re right, that’s the way that scene in 
ROTI should have been edited. Leia gets hurt, Han 
reacts, and then immediately cut to Luke under the 
platform, also reacting. That would have explained 
why Vader suddenly picked up on the relationship. 

Liked your comparison of Han and Anakin! 

Fiorenzo: Get busy on your Young Palpie 
Chronicles! And have a good time camping out on 
Jan’s doorstep, you rat. 

Allgemeine Steyn: Yep, that’s what I saw too! 
The lightsaber hitting the neck. It happens so fast and 
then he grabs his shoulder, so the oeil is tromped. 

I didn’t mean to leave you, or anybody, out of my 
"SW Nation" idea. We're all part of it! 

Marti Schuller: I hope you had as much fun 
sharing vices as I did. Next year I'll buy my own, I 
promise. 

Louise Turner: Another Brit! Will you join my 
Sebastian Shaw spy network? Ask Catriona for 
details. I envy you living so close to another SW fan. 
Isn't it ironic that you met her through Lisa Cowan, a 
Californian? Reminds me of the way Dan and I met 
our good friends, the Hartwicks (Canadian) in 
Pottenstein (Deutschland). 

Your observations about the Roman Empire were 
relished greatly by this fan. I’m one of the vanishing 
number of Americans who actually studied Latin in 
high school, though I never made it past Caesar (let’s 





cog ee ee 


66 





be honest here, I barely made it through Caesar). The 
thing I remember most vividly about the Gallic cam- 
paign is how the blasted Impedimenta kept bollixing 
things up. These days the closest I get to Latin is 
reading "Asterix." You could go on and on about the 
parallels between Pax Romana and the New Order, I 
wouldn’t get bored. With names like Palpatine and 
Tarkin, you know George was thinking of the 
Romans, too. Can you recommend any books about 
the subject that aren’t too ... er ... scholarly? 

Catriona: The scuttlebutt at MediaWestis that you 
really are going to do this transAtlantic zine called I’ve 
Got a Bad Feeling About This. 1 have a good feeling 
about this! 

Alas, Dan and I never made it to Scotland on our 
British foray. We landed at Dover, headed west to 
Devon, then through South Wales and over to Ireland 
to County Clare before turning back to Dublin (which 
is where we first saw TESB), North Wales, Oxford, 
and back to Dover and Germany. The next time 
we're in Britain, which I hope will be within the next 
5 years, I promise to remedy this grave omission! 

Don’t torture me by saying you’ve seen Sebastian 
Shaw “on TV in a few things." What things? 

Matthew Whitney: Did you get to see Dave 
Prowse in Boston? According to the “Intergalactic 
Trading Post", he was also in Florida signing 
autographs. There’s been some talk in FOE about 
getting him to come to MWC as a guest. Good 
opportunity missed here! 

I too feel "allegiant" to George. I wasn’t part of 
fandom during the years that the Trilogy came out, so 
I was unaware of fan writing and had no expectations 
of ROTJ. I’m keeping my mind blank about the Pre- 
quel, too. In the late 80’s, when I was casting around 
for a way to write about Vader, I tried to imagine the 
Clone Wars, young Anakin, etc., but in the end I gave 
up. That’s George’s territory, I thought; I just haven’t 
the foggiest idea as to what happened. I respectfully 
disagree with those who are preparing to be disap- 
pointed by the Prequel; this is a myth, not a novel, 
and so it is going to be childlike. If we "grow up" too 
much, we’re going to lose touch for sure. 

I'd love to correspond with you about your post- 
Jedi Anakin story. Maybe we could inspire each 
other! 

And where can I find your story about Luke using 
his true name for the first time? I'd love to read it. 
Anyone with a name like “Luke Lars" would come in 
for a lot of ridicule, I'd say. 

Michelle Malkin: Yeah, yeah, way to go, way to tie 
in Asimov and Trantor and the Mule! I inhaled The 


Foundation Trilogy, looking for parallels with the SW 
universe, but Asimov was on another tract entirely. 
His ideas are so neat, but his characters (at least in 


the F.T.) don’t stick in my mind. The Elijah Bailey 


books are something else again. Daneel Olivaw is a 
wonderful creation. 

Cheryl Pryor: Come over here where Gerald 
Crotty can’t hear us ... and tell me what zine that 
"mental picture” was in!!! Hanging in your bedroom, 
eh? Look out, Richmond, here I come! 

Nah, Darthie wasn’t sightseeing up on that vol- 
cano. He and Ben both knew that the Galaxy wasn’t 
big enough to hold the two of them. So they resolved 
to settle their differences in the classic way, "at dawn, 
with lightsabers, at 40 paces.". Where the place? 
Upon the crater. There to settle with McVader. 

Frankly, I happen to like the volcano idea. The 
sheer outrageousness and enormity of it is what makes 
me think George wasn’t kidding. Think what a 
picture it would make! Like something out of Wagner 
or Tolkien: a cauldron befitting the Dark Lord. 
Imagine the special effects! 

And why should they be there? Well, suppose the 
volcano was a place “strong in the Dark Side," like the 
tree on Dagobah...? I leave the rest up to your 
imaginations! 

In the Mr. Clean vs. Moldy Oldie debate, I have to 
side with you, Cheryl. Sorry, Matthew! Vader can’t 
afford to neglect matters of hygiene; he’s a walking 
iron lung, a high-tech miracle who’s been living on 
borrowed time for the last 20 years. He’s probably as 
obsessed with sterile procedures as he is with wiping 
out the Rebels. Sonic shower? Possible. Or maybe 
his meditation chamber provided cleansing services as 
well as privacy. Maybe that’s what he’d been up to 
when General Veers spied him. 

Mary Jo Fox: I have an extra copy of the 
Sansweet book in case you're still looking for it. Drop 
me a line. 

Not a bun out of place. Love it! 

You think Owen & Beru knew about Vader? I’m 
not so sure. They could have been talking just about 
Anakin. Remember Ben says, "Your uncle thought 
your father should have stayed here and not gotten 
involved." Instead, Anakin followed Ben on a "wild 
mission.” Impetuous, irresponsible young puppy! We 
don’t want our Luke to grow up like that. 

Ming, Jennifer, Veronica, and Barbara A.: I’m so 
sorry I didn’t get to spend more time with each of you 
this year. The sands of Tatooine ran out on me. 
Catch you next time around! 

Lisa: We've ordered the complete set of radio 
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shows. When they first came out, I didn’t think they 
were as good as the movies. Now I know better; 
they’re a gold mine! 

Debbie Kittle: Where’s your snow, indeed. I bet 
that elicits an avalache of blizzard tales, so here’s 
mine. Dan was away that weekend, gone to an orchid 
show in Dayton, Ohio. Friday night he called me and 
I sat in the window seat watching the flakes pour 
down as we chatted on the phone. The next day I 
stayed busy stoking the fire and hauling wood. Our 
electric didn’t go out, but I was prepared in case it 
did. When I wasn’t stokin’ the farr, I was outside 
whackin’ snow off the trees so the branches wouldn’t 
weight down the electric lines. Naturally, everytime I 
whacked, a big load of snow would land on my head. 
The dogs ran off and were gone all day, turned up 
about 3 miles up the valley, not the least bit contrite, 
either. Sunday, the next door neighbors came over 
and we all went sledding on the dam. When Dan got 
back from Dayton, he was really ticked off at having 
missed the fun. It had hardly snowed in Dayton at 
all! 

Got off light, we did, yep yep. Hope all you 
Enclavers made it through okay, as well. 


Wot Satanie Puss(es 


Michelle Malkin 
1410 Tyson Ave. 2nd FI 
Philadelphia, PA 19111 


Apologies, again, for being so late with this letter. 
Really, you should never have told us that we have 
seven days past the deadline! 

I really do enjoy the comic strips you run in some 
issues. "Fox Trot" is one of my favorites, because the 
characters in it are so true to life (okay, so they’re a 
little exaggerated). I love "Calvin and Hobbes” when 
they do the Spaceman Spiff satires. I also like 
Calvin’s father who was probably as big a monster 
when he was a child as Calvin is now. 

Z. P. Florian: The only people we ever saw Han 
kill were those who were threatening either him or his 
friends. If he and Chewie dumped something that 
Jabba wanted him to smuggle, but he and Chewie 
didn’t want to smuggle (even at such a risk to the two 
of them for not doing so), then it must have been 
something pretty bad -- like hard drugs. Besides, I 
figure Han would have more sense than to refuse a 


run ordered by Jabba the Hutt. He’d simply figure 
out a reason to dump it (he could have hidden it 
under the deck, after all) -- which he did. 

You mean you didn’t know that Disney is doing a 
feature-length animation called "Hot Satanic Pussies"? 
It’s about three little kittens who lose their mittens. 
Rather than face their mother with the news, they run 
off to the Big City where they fall in with a bunch of 
devil-worshipping alley cats. After several villainous 
songs (voices by Robin Williams and Tim Curry) the 
kittens run for home finding their mittens along the 
way. Mama Cat womps their fuzzy behinds, sends 
them to bed without their supper, and they all live 
happily ever after. This is new Disney, of course. 

Nora Mayers: Gene Roddenberry wrote some of 
the worst ST? Ya mean, you didn’t like "Omega 
Glory"? Jeez and tsk! Cloud William will get you for 
that. Besides, the way things are going now, there 
won’t be any Komms left to duke it out with the 
Yangs. ; 

Carolyn Golledge: What happens when a typo 
turns a word into a whole ’nother word just by 
changing one letter? You end up with "sleeper shi..." 
Well, it was supposed to be "sleeper ship", but ended 
up something a bit more excremental. Unfortunately, 
if I remember right, this was in one of my own stories 
in one of my own zines that I typed myself! 

Gerald Crotty: I agree with you that Biggs was an 
important early influence on Luke. He deserved 
better than to have his early important scenes end up 
on the cutting room floor. If those scenes hadn’t 
remained in the book versions of the first movie, we'd 
all be wondering who that good-looking guy with the 
moustache was and how Luke knew him. DV’s "wed- 
ding tackle"? I love it! Shame? What’s that? 

As to Jedi manipulating non-living things such as 
spaceships and machinery -- to paraphrase Ben, the 
Force surrounds these things; it simply doesn’t 
penetrate them. (Oh, my blushes.) 

Tim Blaes: Well, they put Young Indiana Jones 
back on again but as of 7/1/93, we still haven’t seen 
the Mata Hari episode here in Philly. At least I got 
to see the Gershwin episode. I collect Gershwin and 
I collect Indy. Nice mix, as long as Indy doesn’t sing. 
Can you imagine "Rhapsody in Blue" on a tenor sax? 

Maggie Nowakowska: I’m afraid I did enter the 
arena once more on the matter of the COF/COL, but 
it was a one-shot only for the purposes of explaining 
something about what was going on back then to a 
curious newcomer. I have no intention of duking it 
out with anyone who disagrees with my memories of 
that time, though I wouldn’t mind a friendly rebuttal 
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from anyone who disagrees. Actually, I'd rather read 
about it in your history -- something that would be 
better researched and not just from memory. As 
Cheree pointed out, my timescale was off. Not sur- 
prising after all these years. 

Tom Peters’ eight qualities of leadership fit Roj 
Blake to a T. Just add charisma and you have a pos- 
sibly deadly combination. If such a person loses sight 
of their original dream, they can become a danger to 
everyone including themselves. And, even if they are 
successful, ego could still ruin everything -- only they 
know what is good for everyone and holding the reins 
of power can be so fine... 

Catriona Campbell: How about this -- Dear 
Editor: I am proffering my little SW gem to you. If 
you are foolish enough not to give it the appreciation 
it is due, chuck it on back. (No blue pencilling 
allowed!) 

Cheree: The same friend who had Han step back 
a parsec, also created the portmanteau word “snortle" 
-- a combination of snort and chortle which had me 
doing both the first time I heard it. "The dog tied to 
the tree wolfed at her puppies"? Was it a genetic 
problem? 

Catherine Churko: Hope your mom and her new 
diet are working out all right. My best wishes go out 
to both of you. I'll be writing soon. I hope to see the 
President when he’s here. Since I’m so late and this 
isn’t on disk, I'll be nice and keep this short. Looking 
forward to the next issue. May the Air Conditioner 
Be With Us! 


Ready to Argue? 


Catriona Campbell 
19 Eastern Crescent 
Kilbirnie, Ayrshire 
Scotland KA25 6JH 


May 28, 1993 


I suppose as I write this many of you are either 
already at Lansing or are on your way there. I hope 
that this year’s MWC is memorable! As for me, I’ve 
opted to spend this weekend tapping away at the 
keyboard and dreaming of the day I can afford the 
trip. And now that I’ve stirred up some sympathy, 
let’s get on... 

It was great to see the return of Sharon Saye’s 


Guide to SW zines! After the demise of Wookiee 
Commode, I missed the yearly shot of envy that her 
article inspired within me. I always wished I could get 
my grubby paws on all the zines she mentioned! I 
hope she will continue her articles in future SE issues! 

Z. P. Florian: Hi! Ready to argue? You asked: 
did I have to lie to my father when I wanted to meet 
friends? Okay, I'll be truthful. Yes! 

Why? Well, there were certain friends my parents 
did not approve of -- especially if they were male! 
However, I saw nothing wrong with these kids and so 
I fibbed when I was going out! There were times | 
was found out and suffered the consequences. 
Usually, I was. grounded the next night. 

Now, did I lie to my father as a twenty year old? 
Um, well, yes. I would like to assure you that I am 
not a habitual liar. Let me explain -- and also explain 
why I think on Owen and Luke’s relationship the way 
I do. I love my father deeply.. He and my mother 
opened their home and their hearts to a stranger’s 
child and made me their own. I owe them everything. 
However, my upbringing was very strict. There were 
many things I could not do. My interest in SW was 
frowned upon -- I lost count of the many times I 
sneaked in comics and books which I had bought with 
my pocket money lest they see them and the lectures 
begin on wasting money on rubbish! (Now that I’m 
an independent woman they've let up -- Mum now 
vets all my writing, and Dad grits his teeth when I set 
out to search for the NES Super SW !) I wanted my 
parents to be proud of me. I could not bear it if I 
ever let them down. Hence, when our views clashed 
when I was growing up, I fibbed. It was not mali- 
ciously done. I lied because I saw nothing wrong in 
seeing my friends, or in being a SW fan -- and still 
don’t. 

To me, Luke lied for similar reasons. He saw 
nothing wrong in going to see his friends -- nor do I. 
He believes he owes Owen and Beru and, first and 
foremost, he wants them to be okay before he moves 
on. And he has already sacrificed at least one attempt 
to get to the Academy for his guardians. Owen recog- 
nizes his nephew’s feelings and plays on that to keep 
him on the farm. Yes, that sounds selfish. But we 
must also consider that Owen knows Luke’s back- 
ground and thus wishes to protect him. 

Caring and decency from Beru? Yes! But duty, 
honor, respect, discipline, and hard work from Owen! 

Perhaps my own background colors my vision. 
What do you think? 

Carolyn Golledge: Compassion! How right you 
are! And long may you continue writing about it! 
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Tammy Olsen: Don’t recall'seeing any of the 
ROTI scenes you referred to. I’ve always wanted to 
see the bit cut out of the Rancor pit scene. Over 
here, Guyver was called Mutronics -- awful title to a 
very silly movie. And, yes, Mark Hamill does turn 
into a bug at the end. Rather cute as insects go. 

Anne-Virginie: Hi! I hope you’ve recovered from 
being trailed all over Argyll Street, Glasgow, by 
Louise and I. It was great to see you again, though! 
I only wish you could have stayed longer! 

Gerald Crotty: Um, Han keeps calling C3PO 
"Goldenrod" because a goldenrod is a plant which is 
also an irritant! Pretty apt for our mechanical friend. 
Speaking of R2’s "phallic looking gadgets", I’ve been 
badgering Louise to write a tongue-in-cheek article on 
"The SW Saga and Phallic Symbolism". But we don’t 
want to discuss that here! 

Good question on the Force. I guess as all living 
things create the Force then it must surround every- 
thing, thus it is everywhere. (Didn’t Yoda say this?) 
Anyway, that being the case, a Jedi can manipulate 
anything surrounded by the Force. Not good enough, 
huh? 

Gerald and Louise: Open mouth, insert foot. 
What can I say except: "It wasn’t my fault!" I blame 
Louise entirely! 

Catherine Churko: Sheppard Islands? I take it 
you meant Shetland Islands. Thanks for your concern. 
However, it looks like the spill from the tanker didn’t 
do as much damage as was first feared. Loved your 
inauguration sketch! 

Tim Blaes: Media fandom female dominated? 
Not over here it ain’t!!, Hence the reason our zines 
are crap (she ducks to avoid the cries of "sexist" from 
our male friends) -- I’m joking! Mind you, most of 
the (few) SW fans I’ve known personally have been 
female. However, the few zines and clubs we have 
here are all male produced. 

I would Jove to read your "Two Moons Over the 
Dune Sea’, it sounds hilarious! 

McBubba? She asks with trepidation. 

Yes! Someone else who liked Howard the Duck! 
I thought I was the only one! 

"Group hug?" Shudder! One at a time, please! 

Maggie Nowakowska: I believe you are correct in 
that ROTI was different to what most fans expected. 
Before going to see the movie, I was advised to go 
with an open mind and not to expect too much. I 
didn’t listen. However, I wasn’t too disappointed. I 
hadn’t read any fan stories, nor had I written any. So 
I wasn’t really prejudiced. Hence, the only major 
annoyance I had at the time were the Ewoks. Now, 
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however, I have preconceived ideas about what I 
believe should happen in the first three movies. 
Whenever Lucas decides to put out the next movie, I 
will be trying to follow that piece of advice. 

Ah, yes! When and how did Luke and Owen first 
talk about daddy. Like you, I believe it would have 
been from the very start. I’d imagine Luke as a very 
young child (about three or four) seeing his friend’s 
father and it suddenly occurring to him that he didn’t 
have a mommy or daddy but an aunt and uncle. 
Hence the questions, and the lies, would begin. I 
don’t see Luke accepting all he was told. Kids who 
don’t know their natural parents are full of questions 
and their minds work overtime creating their own 
backgrounds. It comes as a shock to many when they 
discover the truth. 

However, what you are told about your birth 
parents is usually full of holes, which you can fill in 
yourself and be reasonably successful. Owen’s reti- 
cence to speak about daddy speaks volumes to Luke. 
Also, did anyone notice Owen’s mistake at the dinner 
table? 

He basically admits to knowing Obi-Wan Kenobi. 
Big mistake! And he says, “I don’t think he exists 
anymore. He died about the same time as your 
father." Aha! Luke had not mentioned that Three- 
pio had said the man lived in that area and yet Owen 
seemed to know him, or rather had known him. What 
were the odds against two off-world droids and Lars 
knowing the same person? Then, Owen had appeared 
unsure about Obi-Wan’s existence and yet in the next 
breath announced him dead. However, his biggest 
mistake was mentioning that Obi-Wan had died about 
the same time as dad. Fuel for Luke! Owen should 
have feigned total ignorance. 

"A person of some importance” (as Threepio called 
Leia) looking for help from a man who may have 
known his father. Even if Artoo hadn’t run away, I 
think Luke would have tried to find Ben Kenobi. 
Luke couldn’t have ignored this link to his father. 

Fiorenzo Delle Rupi: I’ve been having nightmares 
over your casting of the SW movie no one would want 
to see. How about Bruce Willis and Demi Moore as 
Han’s Mom and Dad? 

Scotland is a far off place? Never! It’s where I 
live! Now, Lansing is a far off place, Italy is a far off 
place. Did I pick up a slight inkling of envy from 
your reply? Italy is a country I'd like to see more of! 
While in Austria last year, I was lucky enough to get 
a place on a bus tour to Italy. Our destination was 
Venice! "Ah, Venice." We only got to spend about 
four hours there due to the amount of travelling, 
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however, the experience will live with me forever! 
The gondola ride up the Grand Canal was a dream 
come true! 

Actually, I’m incredibly proud to be Scottish. 

I love the SW pinball! I look some kids from work 
ten pin bowling and discovered the pinball machine in 
the bowling alley. They played bowls while I squan- 
dered a small fortune on the pinball. It was a great 
way to pass the dreaded back shift! 

A. G. Steyn: You're right! Luke’s saber passes 
right through Vader’s neck! Neat trick, huh? 

Well, we have finally got the Young Indy series 
here and, yes, I guess I have compared it to the 
movies. I wasn’t too enamored by the first episode -- 
though I liked Henry Jones, Sr.! The second episode 
was much better. I was delighted at how well Sean 
Patrick Flanery plays Indy! He has several of Indy’s 
mannerisms to a “t"! I can’t handle Old Indy, though. 
What a sad end to a great man... 

I was thrilled when Indy quoted Robbie Burns in 
the second episode: 

“The best-laid schemes 0’ mice an’ men 

Gang aft agley, 
An’ lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain, 
For promis’d joy.” 

Wonderful! (Even if Burns did call those of us 
from Kilburny -- the old spelling -- "Blasties".) 

As a kid I once wrote to Lucasfilm inquiring about 
the different versions of the movies. My letter was 
sent back to me by Lucasfilm covered in red pen! 
They had corrected my grammar -- I kid you not! 
The only remark they made on my questions was con- 
cerning the sound effects. They said, and I quote: 
"Only Ben Burtt knows." 

It just occurred to me that an article on the above 
might be very interesting! How about it, Lisa? Any 
chance of one being written to explain the differences 
for the LFL fan club? 

I’m in agreement with several of your comments 
about devices in the SW galaxy, ie. they are kept 
recognizable. And I try to follow that policy when I 
write. Though I might slightly change the item’s 
name, e.g., I'd perhaps call a tumble drier just a drier. 

After all, Lucas uses “comlink" instead of radio. 

Of course, Mom and Aunt Beru were sisters! It 
has always made sense to me. 

Your quote of Leia saying: "Only you could be so 
bold” brought another question to my mind. What is 
her excuse when captured by Darth? She says” "We 
are on a diplomatic mission to Alderaan." Ah-huh, try 
the next one, dearie! A diplomatic mission to one’s 
own planet? Is that possible? And if she were on a 


mission to Alderaan, then what the hell is she doing 
over Tatooine? Could it be that young Leia had a 
touch of the panics and blurted out the first thing 
which came to mind? 

Marti: Your new "babies" are gorgeous! May they 
bring you and Dennis joy. As you know, I was sad- 
dened when you lost Leonard and Munchkin. 

Well said on your comments on the Force! 

Um, Marti, you do know someone who was satis- 
fied with the dialogue and lighting of the Endor scene 
with Luke and Leia. Me! (Okay, well, I didn’t like 
Leia’s reactions, but the dialogue was okay. It’s how 
it was uttered I didn’t like.) To me that scene is one 
of the most toaching and powerful. There is so much 
unspoken pain within Luke. ("I have no memory of 
my mother. I never knew her.” Heart rending.) 
Mark Hamill was outstanding in this scene -- espe- 
cially the way he uses his eyes! He just can’t look at 
Leia when he tells her about Vader but just has to 
glance up to see her reaction. It’s intense, passionate. 

Thanks for your supportive words re Owen! I’m 
relieved I’m not alone! Poor guy should be given a 
break. 

Louise: Well, fancy meeting you here! Is it my 
imagination or was there some of your letter missing? 
You appeared to be apologizing to Michelle for no 
apparent reason. 

It’s my turn to thank you for lending me your copy 
of SE. It seems I forgot to renew my subscription... 

Matthew Whitney: I don’t agrée that ROTJ was 
"crap." Each SW movie has its own appeal and ROTJ 
was no different. I was left gasping and my knees 
weak after my first viewing (indeed, the Glasgow 
audience I saw it with gave it a standing ovation! 1 
have never been to another movie where the punters 
showed their appreciation with applause -- much less 
standing!). I must have watched the movie well over 
a hundred times and it still moves me. 

Thanks for your words about Owen. As I told 
Marti, I was beginning to think I was the only one 
who saw some good in the man! However, I’m not 
sure about the “trips to the wood shed.” That still 
slaps me as being cruel. I view punishment for young 
Luke as being a clip around the ear for cheek 
(facetiousness), or being grounded for misdeeds and 
perhaps when he was very young (say 3-6), a short 
sharp "skelp" (smack) on the legs for being particularly 
naughty. Also as a young child and not old enough to 
work, he would have spent most of his time with Beru, 
while Owen was out working, and so it would be left 
to Beru to discipline him. 

In my experience, it is the female of the house who 





deals with the child and that includes dealing with the 
child’s misdemeanors. Of course, “times, they are a- 
changin’.” 

I liked your thoughts on Leia’s reaction to the 
destruction of Alderaan." 

Cheryl Pryor: So, who’s gonna pay if Star Tours 
becomes mandatory for fans? We might have Euro- 
disney in France, which makes it closer, but not 
cheaper! It would cost me just as much to fly to 
Florida for two weeks as it would to go to Eurodisney! 
I still can’t afford it! 

Have you noticed that Jeremy Bulloch (Boba Fett) 
also played the Imperial officer who grabbed Leia 
when she was shouting, “It’s a trap!" at Luke? Must 
be an awfully clever man to be in two places at once! 

If we call Cheree "C.C." and Catherine Churko 
"C.C’, then I'd just have to get in on the act! ((C.C- 
Hi, C.C.! Pll send a ce to C.C. on that!)) 

Okay, so perhaps I’ve been a little cruel to Mr. 
Zahn by describing his Luke as a wimp. He did have 
Luke doing some pretty clever things. However, he 
also had him standing by as the mentally disturbed 
Jedi master was pretty nasty to a couple of natives. I 
just can’t see Luke doing that. Actually, before I read 
The Last Command (it ain’t here yet), Pll have to re- 
read the first two as I can barely remember what the 
tale is about. 

Vibrator booth? Brought forth images of Woody 
Allen’s Sleeper and the Orgasmatron (sp.?). 

Mary Jo Fox: I used to detest Depeche Mode 
when they first appeared. However, I heard "I Feel 
You" from their new album and rushed out to the 
nearest record store (10 miles away) and bought the 
CD. Never have I heard such a stirring album! Every 
song has SW connotations! I listen to it as I write and 
it’s inspiring all sorts of ideas! 

Have you heard "The Hurting" from Tears for 
Fears? It’s a "must listen" for those with bruisie/ 
mendie inclinations. 

Lisa Cowan: Any chance of the radio series 
cassettes and CD’s making it to Britain? Or am I 
going to have to send dollars to some poor unsus- 
pecting American fan to do my shopping of me? 

Debbie Kittle: Hey, I’ll be one of the first in line 
to see the new SW movie, too. (Though knowing 
British luck, we’ll get it six months after you and Pll 
have read all about it in SE before seeing it! Sigh...) 
I guess we are all going to need powerful deflector 
shields. But, then again, we might also be pleasantly 
surprised! If my knees wobble after watching it, I'll 
know I had a good time! 

As I watched ROTJ a few weeks ago, something 
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suddenly struck me as being rather strange. As Han 
is thrown into the cell in Jabba’s palace, his foot lands 
in a puddle of water. Now, this is Tatooine we are on 
here, a place where water is in scarce supply. Are we 
supposed to believe that this is your typical dark, 
dank, and dripping wet dungeon? If that were so, 
wouldn’t Jabba be draining off this natural water 
supply and selling the stuff? Or, is it, as Louise has 
suggested, Wookiee piss? (Though I tend to believe 
that Chewie would have better manners than to 
widdle against the door of his cell.) Suggestions 
anyone? 

Phew! 
before I go: 

"A last request permit me here, 

When yearly ye assemble a’, 

One round, I ask it with a tear, 

To him, the bard that’s far awa." 

Or, in plain English, those of you who make it to 
MediaWest, spare a thought for us who can’t. Hope 
you all had a blast! 


I thought this would never end! But, 


st LC 


Brian Harris 
829 W. Skelly 
Crowley, TX 76036 


Hey there, hi there, ho there, and greetings and 
salutations to you all! As a very new arrival to SW 
fandom, I am constantly amazed, enlightened, befud- 
died and genuinely thrilled with each new aspect of 
the scene I discover. I haven’t really arrived yet, as 
personal situations have been a real damper on my 
involvement and whole-hearted crash course introduc- 
tion into the family. Yes, I said family, because even 
with my limited experience with the SW fan network, 
I think I can safely make that assumption. Not every- 
one agrees on anything, some folks have a great rela- 
tionship, some would like to slice ’n’ dice a couple of 
their relatives, love blossoms and people burn out, but 
overall it seems very supportive and strives toward 
common goals, at least insofar as fandom is con- 
cerned. You don’t have to like your relatives but 
there they are, and you congratulate success and 
grieve loss, and you carry on. I’m glad I’m getting to 
know some of the family and I hope to at least say 
hello to you all. 

I’m writing this, my first LoC, based on my 
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impressions of what I’ve read in SE#35. Yeah, ’'m 
late, but there are many things of interest I found 
while reading others’ letters and I’ll try to touch upon 
each letter or topic covered in SE#35. When I'm 
more involved in fandom, then maybe I'll be more 
qualified to rag on or praise whatever’s in vogue, but 
look for the occasional surprise. Well, my meter’s 
running, so off we go. 

Let’s go with topics first of all. Topic number one: 


Females in fanfic. Okay, let’s broaden that to females 


in fiction, period. 

Let me tell you something, okay? Check it out. 
Whoever said that woman were supposed to play the 
gender role of meek, submissive little child-bearer is 
on dope. We brag about how great our “little women" 
are, but we go totally bonkers (submissive and 
threatened) when they grab us by the short and 
curlies, because they realize the power they have now. 
It’s an equal game now, but some folks just can’t 
accept it. "I want mine! Where’s mine?!" 

And now the women get into the act. "That man 
is mine! I’m more of a woman for him than she could 
ever be." Either way you slice it, people can be so 
cruel. Neither sex should keep a deathgrip on the 
other. The primal beast within will eventually dictate 
the who-what-when-where-how-which-why, so take a 
pill and quit your bitching, ’cause even according to 
myth, Adam came before Eve. Ooh, bad choice of 
words. Take it however you want it, I guess. The 
point is, strong female characters are not to be 
ostracized or depicted as frigid wenches who don’t 
need to sleep with a man. Where is a woman’s place? 
Wherever her two feet can carry her! 

Oh, yeah, just for the record, I’m a heterosexual 
young man who is secure enough in his own "sexual 
identity" to not feel put-off or threatened by a woman 
with guile, ambition or self-identity. I’m not above 
bugging my eyes out at a beautiful woman’s body that 
seems to scream, "Mate!", but I'm by far more 
impressed with her humor, independence, intelligence 
and whatever else I admire. If a woman can live with 
or without a man, but chooses to be with a certain 
man, you can only blame the mystic rhythms and 
strange attractors for whatever happens and leave it at 
that. 

Maggie Nowakowska’s LoC in SE#35 brought up 
many interesting points. In short, I was intrigued and 
impressed by her observations and arguments. I guess 
another reason my eyebrows climbed for my hairline 
is remembering a letter you wrote which was printed 
in issue #26 of the Marvel SW comic. Hey, Maggie, 
what fanzine did that particular story you wrote 





appear in? I believe the story was about either 
General Tagge or Admiral Motti... Oh, yeah, this is 
going back a number of years! I’m looking forward to 
reading your work very much. 

Y’know, gang, when I first took my baby steps into 
fandom, I was informed -- and judging from several 
people’s tones -- warned -- that fandom is largely 
female. Well, great! I can’t help but wonder why this 
isso. I mean, I have no problem with it, but I wonder 
if it’s because they have a safe forum in which they 
can drool over some intergalactic posterboy, or maybe 
it’s a woman’s "nature" to nurture and grace a parti- 
cular event with stories, artwork, articles and letters. 
I dunno -- maybe it’s one of these wonderful idiosyn- 
cracies that’s part of the universe. I could refer to my 
prior spiel but I imagine I’ve already opened a can of 
worms and incurred the wrath of everyone. Where is 





my guitar? 

I also want to say hello to all SW fans in North 
Texas and maybe you’re reading my letter. (Or 
started reading and moved on to the next page.) Any- 
way, I invite you all to write to me directly, say hi, 
whatever. It would be nice to meet and socialize with 
you all, but if only a couple of you can and want to, 
that’s fine, too. I mean, why wait for conventions to 
buy the world a cup of coffee? Or an ice-cold stein of 
beer, for that matter? 

Not much else to say at this point until I’m more 
involved. I just wanted to say, if you’d like a friend or 
foil, my hat’s in the ring. And mega-thanks to the girl 
with the swirl who first got me started in SW fandom. 
iEspero que la Fuerca éste contigo, Mary Jo! You're 
a real jewel... 





A Personal Statement 


(Equal Space Will Be Offered for Replies) 


Candace Pulleine 
REVELCON, Chairwoman 
P. O. Box 980744 

Houston, TX 77098-0744 
(713) 526-5625 


June 23, 1993 


I would have preferred that the emphasis of this 
general mailout be on a happier note, such as just 
soliticing zine updates for Generic Ad Zine or sub- 
missions for a zine, or mailing flyers for Revelcon, etc. 
Instead we are addressing one aspect of zine piracy: 
accusations, in print and on electronic bulletin boards 
(BBS), of alleged (to assert without proof) piracy. As 
one fan editor said recently, participation in fandom 
is for fun, so should not be taken seriously. But even 
when it is for fun (a hobby), individuals and groups 
are entitled to fair treatment. Having your name, 
either individually or as a group entity, libeled or 
slandered is definitely not fair. 

"Revelcon" (attendees, workers, concom) are being 
used as an entity to point at in a zine anti-piracy 
campaign perpetuated by people not in attendance at 
Revelcon for the most part. There is nothing wrong 
with an anti-piracy campaign; we are all for it as we 
want zine publishing to continue, but if there is no 
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proof to back up the sweeping statements, names 
(groups or individuals) should not be mentioned. We 
notice that only our group name is being referred to. 
We have become the example of a con where "pirating 
going on there was phenomenal", and therefore usable 
as a scapegoat, whether or not pirating zines is the 
norm for us, proven or otherwise. By using us in this 
campaign, fans will have a negative response to us, if 
they were not there or acquainted with us. Zine 
pirating is not done or condoned by the majority of 
people grouped under the phrase "fans at Revelcon" 
or "Revelcon". But by using us in the proximity to 
phrases like "the Kinko’s crowd”, etc., the association, 
whether deserving or not, rubs off. Most people who 
remember these letters, BBS messages, editorials, etc., 
will only remember that Revelcon was referred to as 
an example of all of these. The examples of where 
individuals are using Revelcon as a scapegoat keep 
being received. Is there no end to this smear 
campaign? 

The following editorial was published in Southern 
Lights #6, Ann Wortham, editor (debuted at Media- 
West 13, May 1993, sold from the orphan zine table, 
agented by Bill Hupe): 

Hi everyone and welcome to SOUTHERN 

LIGHTS #6. I don’t have much to say this 

time, coming right on the heels of Issue #5 and 


in the rush to get things ready for MediaWest 
this year. Leah [Rosenthal] and I won’t be at 
the convention ourselves this year, due to our 
jobs and incredible disruptions in our lives. 
However, the zines will be there and Bill Hupe 
will be doing his usual great job representing 
us. 


I do have a concern to express to you. 

Bootlegging of zines seems to be on the rise 
again and this time the problem is not really 
dealers who copy zines to resell, but folks who 
buy one copy of a zine and then make dupli- 
cates for their friends. This is not all right. 
This is stealing. But, I think the people doing 
it already Know that and don’t care. However, 
YOU should care. Because if you bought a 
legitimate copy of this zine you just paid a lot 
more for it than you would have if the thieves 
weren’t stealing my property. It works like this: 
the more copies of a zine that can be sold, the 
lower the price of each individual issue be- 
comes. You see, the cost of supplies, postage, 
equipment and contributor’s copies is figured 
into the cost of each copy. The more copies 
that can be sold, the more the "hidden" costs 
can be spread out and therefore the lower the 
cost per copy. There’s another reason you 
should care about fans stealing zines. This is 
the last issue of SOUTHERN LIGHTS. There 
won’t be anymore. The fans at Revelcon in 
Houston who ripped me off, ripped you off, too. 
I have absolutely no desire to invest my hard- 
earned money and even harder to come by 
time in producing a zine that can’t pay for 
itself. Other editors have expressed the same 
opinions to me. 

My gratitude and thanks to those of you 
who have supported this zine over the years by 
buying legitimate copies. (Emphasis added). 
Revelcon finds the highlighted segment of the 

above editorial offensive and insulting to its attendees 
(as it indiscriminately condemns an entire group) and 
comes from someone who was not in attendance. We 
agree with most of Ms. Wortham’s editorial, but ... she 
overstepped her bounds. We are including this edi- 
torial because each copy of Ms. Wortham’s editorial 
will be read by many fans (original buyers, their 
friends, resale purchasers and their friends) over the 
next few years. As long as a single copy of Southern 
Lights #6 exists, Revelcon and its attendees will be 
singled out adversely. A lot of people take editorials 
at face value, not realizing that they are opinions 
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(from an individual’s point of view), not necessarily 

the whole truth or actual facts. 

Having heard too much about other feuds in fan- 
dom, we intend this letter to be our only official 
statement. We regret there is a need for a statement 
at all. However, with Ms. Wortham’s editorial being 
in print for perpetuum, we feel the attendees, workers, 
and concom at Revelcon 4 deserve a written rebuttal. 

We recognize the basic/general facts of zine piracy 
in fandom, but Revelcon attendees do not deserve to 
be singled out and blamed for any zine’s demise, 
failure or poor sales. As all of us know, zine piracy 
is done by individuals (sometimes in small networks, 
sometimes singly), not by entire groups such as con- 
ventions or organizations. Blame should be appor- 
tioned accordingly. Placing the blame on "the fans at 
Revelcon" is emulating Joe McCarthy when he 
accused the Hollywood intelligentsia of being com- 
munists. It is a blanket accusation which sounds 
intolerate and discriminatory. Revelcon cannot/should 
not/does not blame either MediaWest or Bill Hupe 
because they agented this zine. Ms. Wortham, Leah 
Rosenthal, Alayne Gelfand, Alexis Fegan Black (Pon 
Farr Press), Wendy Rathbone, and Dovya Blacque 
(Mkashef Enterprises) should not blame "fans at 
Revelcon" for what individuals did. If they will not 
name these individuals, they most certainly should not 
have singled out an assembly of fans. To those who 
do not know Revelcon or its attendees, their state- 
ments have validity because they are in print. After 
all, if something is in print, it must be fact. Right? 
Wrong! As the entire membership did not pirate these 
zines, their statements are libelous. Even if every 
rumored piracy incident at Revelcon was substan- 
tiated, it would only involve 2% or less of the 
individuals in attendance. Since anonymous state- 
ments are unverifiable, they are unsubstantiated 
rumors. 

Ms. Wortham has singled out "fans at Revelcon" 
for her problems, instead of accepting the actual 
reasons she only sold five (5) copies of Southern Lights 
#5 there: 

1. Most of the Revelcon attendees who were inter- 
ested in getting Southern Lights #5 had already 
paid for it last year (May 1992), or were expecting 
a contributor’s copy, and one individual who had 
prepaid told me that no zine was worth $50 (price 
if zine was paid for twice). 

2. Revelcon is a small con with a very eclectic blend 
of fans, some of whom are still into only one 
fandom. Also, not everyone into more than one 
fandom found something of interest in this issue, 








even if they saw/found it on Bill Hupe’s table. 

Remember, not every zine appeals to everyone. 

IDIC. 

3. Southern Lights #5 is a $25 zine and in the present 
economy, not everyone has a bottomless check- 
book. Those few who were not expecting/hoping 
for a copy in the mail shortly, and who did not buy 
it at Revelcon but wanted it, felt that they could 
order it later or pick it up at MediaWest. 

Alayne Gelfand, also not at Revelcon, wrote a 
letter addressed to ALL on Prodigy (a BBS) saying, 
"Seems Bill couldn’t give away my new Miami Vice 
novel ... which is strange since I sold *&u(*-load at 
Escapade. Anything to do with that copy shop nearby, 
you think?" As the fandom was Miami Vice/slash/vam- 
pire, of relatively small fannish interest, and had been 
available by mail as well as for sale at Escapade, it 
had already been purchased by most of the Revelcon 
4 attendees wanting it (many of whom had attended 
Escapade). We find blaming (pirating by) Revelcon 
attendees for. poor zine sales unfair and unrealistic. 
Revelcon, unlike Escapade, is not a predominantly 
slash con; it is a multi-fandom group with a fairly even 
division between gen, adult, slash and those who 
come, not for zines, but for a good, fun, relaxing con. 
Only about a fourth of the attendees buy and read 
slash and of those, a large number are only interested 
in K/S or some other single fandom. Let’s face it, 
Miami Vice fandom is nowhere nearly as large as Star 
Trek, Pros, U.N.C.L.E. or Star Wars. 

In reference to the complaints, of poor sales of 
new zines, from Ms. Wortham, Gelfand, and Blacque, 
Mr. Hupe’s tables were so crowded that several 
people have mentioned that they didn’t see any of 
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these zines (supposedly) available.’ No one can buy a 

zine they do not know of. 

Revelcon’s written official policy on zine piracy is 
as follows, and with our attendees on the lookout, we 
can enforce it: 

1. Revelcon does not condone or encourage the dup- 
lication of copyrighted material. 

2. Any unauthorized duplications offered for sale at 
Revelcon will be removed upon discovery. 

3. Members are urged to report any known instances 
to the concom for investigation. 

4. Members not complying with Revelcon guidelines 
risk forfeiting their badge. 

5. Public domain items (Pros circuit/library stories 
and any others Revelcon has permission to allow to 
be copied) have a cover sheet identifying them and 
informing copy places that the identified stories 
may be legally reproduced. 

Additionally, Revelcon will be back in contact with 
the local copy shops just prior to the con and some- 
one will be making spotchecks at them during the 
weekend. However, there is only so much anyone.can 
do. No one, neither Revelcon nor MediaWest, can 
police what an individual does in his/her home or 
hotel room. A hotel room is the same as an indivi- 
dual’s home. Nothing can lawfully be taken from it 
without express permission from the resident. 

This letter can be quoted in any publication, on any 
electronic bulletin board, or copied for any one who 
is concerned about zine piracy. The only thing we ask 
is that you quote the entire letter or much as possible, 
not just segments. We feel this is the fairest anyone 
can be to everyone involved. 


PENPALS WANTED 


Gerald Crotty 

25 Woodridge 
Birchfield, Birmingham 6 
B6 - 6LN England 


Yvette Ghilan 
P. O. Box 3246 
61032 Tel Aviv 
Israel 
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Dut Mag 1993 





Lorrie Cherry 
4137 Ames Blvd. Lot 83 
Marerro. LA. 70072-9998 







Melanie Guttierrez 
767 Conrad St. 

New Orleans,LA. 
70124-3562 











THE DREAMER - By Marti Schuller- Seventeen year old Luke Skywalker has 

a lot of growing up to do before he can follow his dreams to the stars. 

When he's introduced to a young, beautiful newcomer to Tatooine Luke's 
"education" takes an unexpected turn.Pre ANH 

INITIATION -By Mary Jo Fox-Trapped in a mysterious labryinth, Leia Organa 
must battle Ker own Dark side in a duel to the death with Darth Vader; for 
her soul and the lives of her children. Post ROTJ 

LORD OF DARKNESS, LORD OF LIGHT By Z.P. Florian-Distrusted by the Alliance 
he served,used by a woman he trusted, Luke Skywalker must now bear separation 
from his "cloned" sons.Imprisoned on Kirdaul by Zornoms then on “Mord 
by his own doubts,the Jedi Iearns to master his doubts andpassions, 
and the Dark.Conclusion to "The Battles of Peace" Post ROTJ 













BROTHERLY LOVE -J.P. Treleaven- Illora is a beautiful,intelligent ,indepen- 
dent free trader who has captured Luke's heart.She seems rather interested 
in him too so Han Solo decides to hurry things along for his brother-in- 
law by matchmaking a little.. It never occured to him that Illora had an 
aversion to Jedi or someone from her past who wanted Luke dead. Post ROTJ 
ERRANT FATE- Yvette Ghilan- Luke Skywalker never knew her name when they 
met on Radian. She was. one of the Proud, the people of Bons.This is her 
story...Part One. Prequel to "Shore Leave". 












MORE FICTION BY: A.G. Steyn,& Tammy Olsen. POETRY BY: Stardancer , Jennifer 
Moore, & Tammy Olsen. 





$13.00 U.S. Priority Mail 
Foreign-Please send S.A.S.E for price based. on postage. 





NOW ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS FOR A.S. #5 
POSITIVELY NO HAN-STARRING OR SLASH FICTION ACCEPTED 












CArornicles of the Flouse of 


ALDERAAN 


Volume Ill 


The Empire may have fallen, but Han Solo and the princess aren’t exactly leading a quiet life together ... 


During the Clone Wars, Princess Carla ignores a warning and interrupts an escape to buy "Milk for the 
Baby"; Lando Calrissian becomes embroiled in political intrigue when his pal Solo asks him to track 
down a woman who may have stolen an ancient relic from Alderaan; "Princess Leia Pays a Call" on her 
sister-in-law, and is amazed when her husband uses “The Olid Jedi Mind Trick”. 

There's much more in this biggest Chronicles yet! 


Stories by Denyse M. Bridger, Julie Gelbart, and Susan Deborah Smith 
Illustrated by Julie Gelbart, J.M. McClure, Kathy Miller and Brandon Tucker 
160 pages; perfect bound 
$16.00 U.S.; US$18.00 Canada; US$20.00 overseas 
Shipped Priority Mail within the U.S.; air printed matter abroad 
Checks/money orders payable to: Susan Smith 
Order from: Susan Smith 
Pisces Pig Ltd. 
3538 Mentone Avenue #3 
Los Angeles, CA 90034-4820 
Volume I] still available at $14.00; $16.00; $18.00. SASE for information about reprint of Volume I. 


Also available from Pisces Pig Lid.: Unexpected Alliances, a Wizards and Warriors zine by Susan Deborah Smith. No frills: $9.00 U.S.; $10.00 Can; $12.00 os 


Chronicles of the House of Alderaan, Volume IV is due under the Sign of Pisces in the Year of the Dog. SASE for detailed submission guidelines. 
Submission deadline: Oh, why not December 10, 1993? 


Chronicles of the House of Alderaan is printed on recycled paper. 
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CGRRENTLY IN PORT 


ALLIANCE AND EMPIRE #1 includes stories by 
Schuller, Florian, Nowakowska, Campbell, Webster, 
Brin, Kirka, Kittle, Graham, Golledge, Kesler, 
Nussman, and Lybarger. Poetry by Taero, Mastoris, 
Olsen, Wilson. Filks by Olsen, Kittle. Art by 
Guttierrez, Camp, Humphrey, Churko, Cargill, Florian, 
Thomas, and Lybarger. Cover by Thomas. Laser 
printed, photocopied, 250 pp., GBC bound. $24.00 
priority mail (insured), $28.00 to Canada, $31.00 UK, 
small parcel rate. Make checks payable to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


ANOTHER SKY... #4. Now available. For info, 
SASE Melanie Guttierrez, 6017 West End Bivd., New 
Orleans, LA 70124, or Lorrie Cherry, 4137 Ames Blvd., 
Lot 83, Marerro, LA 70072-9998. 


A TREMOR IN THE FORCE #7. The Vader Issue! 
"Designated Hitter" by Carol Hines-Stroede, illoed by 
Nancy Stasulis. One of the legendary teams of SW 
fanfic is back together in this new chapter of Carol's 
Darth Vader/Alan Patronis series. Also stories by 
Campbell, Cargill, Florian, Ghilan, Golledge, Lybarger, 
Sapiento, Schuller, Treleaven, Wilson, and others. 
Poetry by Agel, Ghilan, Moore, Taero, and others. 
Color cover by Nancy Stasulis, color bacover by Dianne 
Smith. Interior art by Churko, Crotty, Florian, 
Guttierrez, Lybarger, Stasulis, and others. Over 300 
pp. Scheduled for MediaWest 1993. $28.00 priority 
mail; $35.00 overseas airmail. Make checks or money 
orders payable to Cheree Cargill, 457 Meadowhill Dr., 
Garland, TX 75043. 





mos EISLEY 
MARKETPLACE 


A TREMOR IN THE FORCE #6. 1992 Star Award 
for Best SW Zine. Also features 1992 Star Award Best 
Cover Art (bacover) by Wanda Lybarger and 1992 Star 
Award Best Poem ("True Colors") by Jacqueline Taero. 
Much more!! "Ladies’ Choice" by Pat Nussman and 
Jacqueline Taero. The Alliance forces have relocated 
from Yavin to Hoth and things are not going well. 
And General Rieeken finds that the Empire is not the 
only thing complicating his life. "The Black Sleep" by 
Carolyn Golledge. The Blood of Kali forced Indiana 
Jones’ soul to flee its possessed body. When he woke 
up, he was in a galaxy far, far away. "Alyeska Wild 
Cards" by Maggie Nowakowska. Trapped in an ava- 
lanche shelter with a gang of belligerent miners and 
forced into a marathon sabacc game with Lando, Han 
suddenly finds his fortune changing. "Father and Son" 
by Z. P. Florian. What if Darth Vader had managed 
to put Luke into carbonite and spirit him away to train 
as a Dark Jedi? Much more by Bentrup, Cargill, 
Florian, Golledge, Hennig, Hines-Stroede, Nussman, 
Smith, Taero, Wells and Zahn. Color cover by Mel- 
anie Guttierrez. Other art by Cargill, Dani, Florian, 
Guttierrez, Lybarger, Smith, Stasulis, and other 
favorites. Nearly 400 pp. $28.00 priority mail, $35.00 
overseas airmail. Checks or money orders payable to 
Cheree Cargill, 457 Meadowhill, Garland, TX 75043. 





BELOW THE SURFACE #7. Voyage to the Bottom 
of the Sea zine. Stories by Smithson, Karmell, 
McCurry, Hackett, Owers, Chapple, Renner, and 
Wells. Art by Palmer, Wells and Chapple; special art 
portfolio by Humphrey. Cover by Chapple. Laser 
printed, photocopied, 180 pp., GBC bound. $17.00 
priority mail (insured), $18.00 to Canada, $21.00 UK, 
small parcel rate. Make checks payable to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


BELOW _THE SURFACE #6. All Voyage to the 
Bottom of the Sea zine. Includes stories by Smithson, 
Ames, Owers, Karmell, Walsh, Chapple, and Klein; art 
by Chapple and Humphrey; special art portfolio by 
Walsh. Cover by Chapple. Laser printed, photocopied, 
174 pp., GBC bound. $17.00 priority mail (insured), 
$18.00 to Canada, $21.00 UK, small parcel rate. Make 
checks payable to Kathryn Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, 
Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. BELOW THE SURFACE 
#1-5 are also available for the above prices. SASE for 
detailed flyer. 


BLUE HARVEST. A publication for followers of the 
SW Saga. First issue available August 1993. Accepting 
articles, fiction, opinions, and art from SW fans 
worldwide! Issue one includes Disney’s Star Tours 
reviewed, trading card guide and review, editorials, 
fiction, original artwork and more! For submission, 
subscription or advertising rates, write to: Blue 
Harvest, c/o Mary Jo Fox, P. O. Box 215, Vienna, VA 
22181, or James Teitlebaum, P. O. Box 138488, 
Chicago, IL 60613-8488. 


BRIGHT CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE #3. Now 
available! 181 p., spiral bound. For info, SASE Ming 
Wathne, 437 Via Roma, Santa Barbara, CA 93110. 
BC#1 and #2 available in reprints. 


CHRONICLES OF THE HOUSE OF ALDERAAN 
#3. The Empire may have fallen but Han Solo and 
the princess aren’t exactly leading a quiet life 
together... During the Clone Wars, Princess Carla 
ignores a warning and interrupts an escape to buy 
"Milk for the Baby"; Lando Calrissian becomes 
embroiled in political intrigue when his pal Solo asks 
him to track down a woman who may have stolen an 
acient relic from Alderaan; "Princess Leia Pays a Call" 
on her sister-in-law, and is amazed when her husband 
uses "The Old Jedi Mind Trick." There’s much more 
in this biggest Chronicles yet! Stories by Denyse M. 
Bridger, Julie Gelbart, and Susan Deborah Smith. 
Illustrated by Julie Gelbart, J. M. McClure, Kathy 
Miller and Brandon Tucker. 160 pages; perfect bound; 
printed on recycled paper. $16.00 US, $18.00 Canada 
(US dollars); $20.00 overseas (US dollars). Shipped 
priority mail within the US, air printed matter abroad. 
Checks payable to Susan Deborah Smith, Pisces Pig, 
Ltd., 3538 Mentone Avenue #3, Los Angeles, CA 
90034-4820. Volume #2 still available at $14.00; 
$16.00; $18.00 respectively. SASE for info about 
reprints of #1. 





CLOUD CITY: FREEZING CHAMBER 1. Here 
comes the volume that features over two years of 
fannish first quality activity from the first Italian SW 
club! Fiction, articles, cartoons and the most stunning 
artwork you’re ever going to see gathered together in 
one volume and translated into English! Original color 
cover by Dianne Smith. $15.00 Europe, $18.00 
overseas airmail. Make orders payable to: Fiorenzo 
Delle Rupi, Casella Postale 771 AA./PP., 06100 
Perugia, Italy. 


CROSSFIRE ZONE, a new, irreverent quarterly zine 
just for the fun of it. For more info, SASE Melanie 
Guttierrez, 6017 West End Blvd., New Orleans, LA 
70124, or Lorrie Cherry, 4137 Ames Bivd., Lot 83, 
Marerro, LA 70072-9998. 


IMPERIUM #3. Stories by Florian, Nowakowska, 
Wilson, others. Cover by Mark Fisher. 98 pp., spiral 
bound. $13.00. Make checks payable to Kirk Taskila, 
but send c/o Arwen Rosenbaum, 605 West End Ave., 
New York, NY 10024. 


IN_A_ FARAWAY GALAXY: A LITERARY 
APPROACH TO A FILM SAGA. This is a 150 page 
trade paperback book by Doris Robin, Lee 
Vibber,Gracia Fay Ellwood. Part one includes detailed 
profiles of the main characters of the SW saga. Part 
two includes the essay, "Star Wars: The Shape of a 
Romance"--a must for SW fiction writers. A few 
copies of this rare 1984 publication are available for 
$9.50 + postage, $2.50 book rate, $3.50 first class. 
Checks to ON THE MARK Publications, PO Box 
5276, Orange, CA 92613-5276. 


JANDRA. An independent story by Lucy Rhonur. 51 
pages. SASE for info to Bantha Books, 1482 York 
Avenue, Suite 5D, New York, NY 10021. 


KEEPING UP WITH THE JONESES. Indiana Jones 
letterzine now available. This is intended to be a 
simple no-frills letterzine with lots of lively discussion. 
In addition to the movie trilogy, I hope to see dis- 
cussion of The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles and the 
new series of novels and comic books. Ail letters, 
articles, zine reviews or classified ads can be submitted 
on IBM 5-1/4" disks in ASCII format. Published 
quarterly. $2.50 per issue (overseas add 50 cents extra 
for postage). Make all checks payable to Jeannie 
Webster, 416 E. 241st St., Woodlawn, Bronx, NY 
10470. 
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KESSEL RUN #4. SW fiction, articles, poetry and 
artwork by Agel, Benedict, Brin, Edwards, Laymon & 
Goldstein, Hennig, Matthews, Hines-Stroede, Molitar, 
Nussman, Sibley, Taero, Adolf, Zeek, Lorenstein, 
Varesano, Drake, Dunster, Martynn, Cargill, Faraci, 
Low, Lybarger, Ludwig, Stasulis, Rosenthal, Wells, etc. 
Includes "Sword of Darkness, Sword of Light" by 
Patricia D’Orazio--the Emperor still lives and chaos 
reigns; "Old Friends and Acquaintances" by Carol 
Hines-Stroede--Lando and Vader must work together 
to save a space station; "Novitiate” by Jeanine Hennig-- 
Luke returns to Tatooine to train and do some heavy 
soul-searching; and "Life-Line" by Anne Zeek--Han 
and Leia must’ rescue Luke from the Imps with the 
help of Han’s old friend Alain, also known as Dracula. 
$20.00. Make checks payable to: Michelle Malkin, 
1410 Tyson Avenue, 2nd Floor, Philadelphia, PA 
19111. KESSEL RUN 1-3 are sold out. Contact Ming 
Wathne for loaner copies. Z 


ON A CLEAR DAY YOU CAN SEE DAGOBAH 
#6. Featuring stories by Marti Schuller, Susan Zahn, 
Z. P. Florian, Barbara Drake, James Casselbury, Ann 
Goetz, and Paul Roberts. Art by Mark and Melea 
Fisher, Z. P. Florian, and Paul Roberts. $18.50 priority 
mail, $17.50 book rate. Make checks payable to Melea 
Fisher, 1902 So. Hwy 121 #1417, Lewisville, TX 75067. 
Issues #1, #3, #4, #5 still available. Send SASE for 
flyers. 


ON THE MARK. Still available. Back issues of ON 
THE MARK: the 1982-1987 official fan club newsletter 
for Mark Hamill and Luke Skywalker fans. Each issue 
is 6-8 pages of news, photos, articles on Hamill and his 
career, and on SW, too. Offset printed, only $1.50 
each. Also: color photos of Mark Hamill, Luke 
Skywalker, Carrie Fisher, Harrison Ford, George Lucas 
and others, only $2.00 each. Send SASE for lists to: 
Lisa Cowan, ON THE MARK, PO Box 5276, Orange, 
CA 92613-5276. 


POWER STAR - The Imagination Anthology. Long- 
running monthly zine devoted to science fiction, fantasy 


and horror in all media. Seeking material--fiction and 
non-fiction, prose, poetry, and artwork--on all forms of 
fantastic media. Submission guidelines available on 
request. Issue #60 now available. $5.00 per issue, 
$7.50 in Canada and Mexico; $10.00 for other foreign 
countries. U.S. funds only. Make checks or money 
orders payable to: Kimberly Murphy, 9740-E Covered 
Wagon Drive, Laurel, MD 20723-1512. Please enclose 
a SASE if requesting information. 


REMOTE CONTROL #3 includes fiction by Knights 
(Rat Patrol), Gillilan (Simon & Simon), Florian (SW), 
Webster (Indiana Jones), DeVries (Young Riders), 
Lane (Alien Nation), Holt and Grigsby (WOTW), 
McCurry (Buck Rogers), Hicks (UNCLE), Paulson 
(Real Ghostbusters), Wilson (Magnum), Karmell (Pro- 
fessionals), Martin (Hawaii 5-0), Wells (Wild, Wild 
West). Poetry by Matoris and Batterby. Illustrations 
by Florian, Lane, Kirby, Larimer, and Glenn. Laser 
printed, photocopied, 218 pp., GBC bound. $22.00 
priority mail (insured), $25.00 to Canada, $30.00 UK, 
small parcel rate. Make checks payable to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 
RC#1 (Fan Q and Star Awards winner) and #2 (Fan 
Q winner) are also available for the above prices. 
SASE for detailed flyer. 


REPORT FROM THE SW GENERATION: Are you 
sick of those other fan rags? Do you crave meaning 
and identity in your life? Then become part of the SW 
Generation. Subscribe today! $12.00 for four issues. 
Make checks payable to: High Drive Publications, Box 
23, 2300 Market Street, San Francisco, CA 94114. 





STRANGE NEW WORLDS. The Marketplace for SF 
Enthusiasts and Collectors of the Fantastic. Published 
bi-monthly. Subscription rates: $9.00 for 6 issues. For 
more info, SASE to P. O. Box 223, Tallevast, FL 
34270-0223. 


THE FARTHEST FRONTIER #1 includes Classic 
Trek stories from Baudoin, Graham, Lee, Sodaro, and 
Smithson; TNG fiction from Ames, Benoit, Chapple, 
Morris, and a novella by Cottrell; poems and filks by 
Bloebaum, Goldstein, McMillan and Stone. Cover by 
Myers, interior art by Hebert, Humprhey, and Kenealy; 
cartoons by Miles. Photocopied, GBC bound. $22.00 
priority mail (insured), $25.00 to Canada, $29.00 UK, 
small parcel rate. Make checks payable to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


THE NEXUS CHRONICLES. A collection of all 
Voyage to the Botiom of the Sea-related fiction from the 
Nexus Cycle, exploring the development of the 
relationship between Chip Morton and Lynn Murtagh. 
Written by Kathryn Agel. $10.00 in person, $14.00 
priority mail (insured), $16.00 Canada (US funds only); 
$19.00 UK. Make checks payable to Kathryn Agel, 9- 
11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 





UNEXPECTED ALLIANCES. A Wizards and 
Warriors zine by Susan Deborah Smith. No frills: $9.00 
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US, $10.00 Canada, $12.00 overseas. Checks payable 
to Susan Deborah Smith, Pisces Pig, Ltd. 3538 
Mentone Avenue #3, Los Angeles, CA 90034-4820. 


VOICES. The collected SW poetry of Yvette Ghilan. 
Now in book form. 44 poems in the voices of Luke, 
Leia, Han, Obi-Wan, Darth Vader, the Emperor and 
"X", Luke and Leia’s mother. Computer printed, 
bound in cardboard covered in sturdy adhesive vinyl. 
Price, including postage (registered airmail): $15.00. 
For details, write to: Yvette Ghilan, P. O. Box 3246, 
61032 Tel Aviv, Israel. 


WE _ GOT ONE! The first issue of our Real 
Ghostbusters zine includes fiction by Paulson, Nickell, 
Beetem, Dickerson, Morris, Van Fossen, and Riddle. 
Illustrations by Riddle, Howarth, and Van Fossen. 
Special art. portfolio by Schreiber. Cover by Walsh. 
Laser printed, photocopied, GBC bound. $16.00 
priority mail (insured), $18.00 to Canada, $20.00 UK, 
small parcel rate. Make checks payable to Kathy Agel, 
9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


COMING SOON TO fi 
GALAXY NEAR YOU 


ALLIANCE AND EMPIRE #2 is now open for sub- 
missions of fiction, poetry, filks, and art. Stories from 
all timeframes are encouraged, with G to R ratings. 
No slash or gratuitous violence will be accepted. 
Anticipated publication date March 1994, SASE for 
more information to Kathryn Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, 
Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


ANOTHER SKY... #5. Now open for submissions. 
For info SASE Melanie Guttierrez, 6017 West End 
Blvd., New Orleans, LA 70124, or Lorrie Cherry, 4137 
Ames Bivd., Lot 83, Marerro, LA 70072-9998. 


A TREMOR IN THE FORCE #8. This issue features 
return of Martie Benedict, back after an absence of 
nearly 10 years! Also material by Cat Anson, Catriona 
Campbell, Cheree Cargill, Yvette Ghilan, Carol Hines- 
Stroede, Marti Schuller, Jacqueline Taero, Veronica 
Wilson, and more of your favorite writers. Art by 
Gerald Crotty, Z. P. Florian, Wanda Lybarger, Nancy 
Stasulis and more! Still taking very small submissions. 
TF#9 will open for submissions soon. Seeking high 





quality fiction, poetry, cartoons and art. SASE for 
guidelines. Cheree Cargill, 457 Meadowhill Dr., 
Garland, TX 75043. 


BELOW THE SURFACE #8. Voyage to the Bottom 
of the Sea zine due out January 1994. Now soliciting 
fiction and artwork. SASE for more information to 
Kathryn Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002- 
3510. : 


BELOW THE SURFACE #9. Voyage to the Bottom 
of the Sea zine due out May 1994. Now soliciting 
fiction and artwork. SASE for more information to 
Kathryn Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002- 
3510. 


CHRONICLES OF THE HOUSE OF ALDERAAN 
#4 now open for submissions. SASE for detailed 
submission guidelines. Submission deadline: Oh, why 
not December 10, 1993? Susan Deborah Smith, Pisces 
Pig, Ltd., 3538 Mentone Avenue #3, Los Angeles, CA 
90034-4820. 


FIELD STUDIES #3. If adventure has a name, it 
must be Indiana Jones. If adventure zines have a 
name, it must be FIELD STUDIES! Stories by Cargill, 
Florian, Sleeman, Virgil, Webster and Weddell. Color 
cover by Wanda Lybarger. Interior art by Lybarger, 
Dani, Crotty, Virgil and others. SASE for info to 
Cheree Cargill, 457 Meadowhill Drive, Garland, TX 
75043. 


FOR THE REPUBLIC by Nora Mayers. It was not 
Luke’s youth that made Genera] Khala Jhen Rhessa 
dislike him as much as it was his own fear of the 
unknown. Rhessa’s personal and professional lives 
were built on fact; he was uncomfortable with anything 
he didn’t understand or couldn’t explain...andhe found 
the idea of the Jedi Order as a major source of the 
Republic’s protection a frightening concept. Pub- 
lication date: October 1992. For further information, 
send a SASE to Hill Valley Press, c/o Nora Mayers, 
7521 Murray Hill Road, Apartment 638, Columbia, 
MD 21046. 


LHAVE A BAD FEELING ABOUT THIS! A new 
SW zine with a mid-Atlantic flavor (hopefully!) is now 
open for submissions. Looking for fiction, articles, 
poetry, filks, art and misc. items. G to R rating. No 
slash/same sex. Already featuring Schuller, Dutech, 
Campbell and Turner. New writers welcome!! (Hello, 
Europe, are you there?) Catriona Campbell/Louise 
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Turner c/o 19 Eastern Crescent, Kilbirnie, Ayrshire 
KA25 6JH, Scotland. 


ON_A CLEAR DAY YOU CAN SEE DAGOBAH 
#7. Now accepting submissions of fiction, poetry, filks 
and art. No slash, please. Send SASE for submission 
guidelines if new writer or if you have a PC (if material 
can be sent on a disk, you have my undying gratitude). 
Deadline sometime in the Spring ’93. Melea Fisher, 
1902 So. Hwy 121 #1417, Lewisville, TX 75067. 


REMOTE CONTROL #4. Multi-media zine is now 
open for submissions of fiction, filks, poetry and 
artwork. Publication date is May 1994. SASE for 
more information to Kathryn Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, 
Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


SCARECROW’S DREAM. Genzine dedicated to 
exploring the many characters played by Bob Dowdell. 
Now accepting submissions -- do you have a story from 
Stoney Burke that needs a home? How about a 240- 
Robert, The Initiation, Skin Deep or Terror in the Sky? 
The only requirement is that the story center on the 
character Bob played in the move or TV episode. No 
gratuitous sex and no "/" situations will be accepted. 
Anticipating publication in May 1994, in time for 
MWC 14. SASE for more information to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


STAR TREK NEXT GEN ZINE, as yet unnamed, is 
accepting submissions of fiction, poetry, filks and art. 
No same sex. Send SASE for submission guidelines. 
Deadline, April ’93. Mark Fisher, 1902 So. Hwy 121 
#1417, Lewisville, TX 75067. 


TECHNOLOGICAL TERROR. A new zine from 
Lightspeed Press. Fearturing "Rebirth", a comic by Jeff 
- Smith. On Macintosh computers (IBM coming soon). 
Submission guidelines are simple. Ifyou make it, we 
take it! Tentative release date: December 1993. 
Submission deadline: December 1, 1993. For more 
info and/or submissions, write: Charyl Perry, 1274 
Berkeley Rd., Apt. A-1, Columbus, OH 43206-3220, 
(614) 258-0157, or Jeff Smith, 427 Oak St., Columbus, 
OH 43215, (614) 221-9484. Fax: (614) 258-8044. 
AOL: Hooks, Mac or IBM compatible. 3.5" or 5.25" 
disks (high or low density -- please save as a text file). 
GEnie: C.Perry3. Internet: hooks@aol.com. Prodigy: 
NBNKIIA. 





THE FARTHEST FRONTIER #4 is now open for 
submissions of Classic Trek piecees. Issue #5 is now 


open for submissions of TNG and DS9 material. 
Action stories as well as relationship pieces are 
welcome but no slash will be accepted. SASE for more 
information to Kathryn Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, 
Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


WE GOT ANOTHER ONE! Now accepting submis- 
sions of fiction and artwork for second issue of Real 
Ghostbusters zine. Action-adventure as well as 
relationship pieces are suitable, but no slash will be 
accepted. SASE for more information to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 





WHO’S SCRUFFY LOOKIN’? is a new SW zine now 
looking for submissions. Stories, poetry and filks about 
Han Solo are being solicited. Stories may be set in any 
timeframe from pre-ANH to post-ROTJ. First draft 
submission deadline is November 1, 1993, with a MWC 
’94 publication date. SASE for information or 
submissions guidelines to Kathy Agel, 9-11 Ayres 
Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


YEARS OF FIELDWORK. Now taking reservations 
($5.00 plus SASE) for this collection of Indiana Jones 
fiction from the "O.S.S." series by Jeannie Webster and 
Sally Smith. Anticipated publication date is early 
winter 1994. SASE for more information to Kathryn 
Agel, 9-11 Ayres Court, Bayonne, NJ 07002-3510. 


OTHER WORLDS 


ART PRINTS -- Full color prints of the covers of A 
Tremor in the Force #5, #6 and #7. TF#5 -- Han and 
Leia (1990 Star Award/Best Cover Art) by Dianne 
Smith. TF#6 -- Luke by Melanie Guttierrez. TF#7 -- 
Darth Vader by Nancy Stasulis; Bare-backed Han by 
Dianne Smith. All are suitable for framing. $1.50 
each. Cheree Cargill, 457 Meadowhill Drive, Garland, 
TX 75043. 


CORELLIAN ARCHIVES needs donations of out of 
print zines of all fandoms--V, UNCLE, ST, Beauty and 
Beast, multi-media, you name it. For info on how we 
operate, SASE Ming Wathne, Curator--Corellian 
Archives, 437 Via Roma, Santa Barbara, CA 93110. 


DESERT STORM TROOPER BODY ARMOR plus 
dunes of hardware replicas from SW, ST, Galactica, 
Logan, Blade Runner, B7, Capt. Power, more. $3.00 


a 


to Marco Ent., 293 Spruce, Anaheim, CA 92805. 


IF YOU ARE A LOYAL SW FAN who owns a com- 
puter and modem, then you’ll want to know about the 
SW Echo on the Fidonet computer network. Hun- 
dreds of people are already “online”, including Tom 
Veitch, writer of Dark Empire, Bill Smith of West End 
Games, Steven Sansweet, and more! The SW Echo is 
transmitted FREE to thousands of private BBS around 
the country. If you would like more information about 
the name of the BBS near you capable of carrying the 
SW Echo, you may contact me via e-mail at: Skip 
Shayotovich, The Records Dept., Pleasanton, CA, 
(510) 426-0470. You can also reach me direct at 
(510) 606-6408 (leave a message if I’m not there), or 
send a SASE to me at: 828 Olivina Ave. #7, Liver- 
more, CA 94550. 


NEW T-SHIRT DESIGN now. available. Crouching 
wolf looking right at you, white ink on black shirts. 
Original art by Cheree Cargill. Sizes M-XXL. $15.00 
($16.00 XXL). Cheree Cargill, 457 Meadowhill Dr., 
Garland, TX 75043. 


LUKE & LEIA T-SHIRTS. Double portrait in ori- 
ginal art by Cheree Cargill. Black ink on cream, yellow 
or pale blue shirts. Available in L, XL and XXL sizes. 


FAT, 1 DONT Know 


WHY YoU PLAY WITH 


ENE 
THOSE WAR Tos! 








SAMANTHA. ! 


Ti1's A Quest § A HERo FIGHTS UNCONQVERABHE 
OF MANH & To ACH 
EENNESS. eroune 








$12.50 FC ($13.50 XXL sizes). Please state first and 
second color preferences. Cheree Cargill, 457 
Meadowhill, Garland, TX 75043. 


SOUTHERN ENCLAVE T-SHIRTS. Only one left: 
size Large, navy with design printed in white. First 
come, first serve. $12.00 first class mail. Cheree 
Cargill, 457 Meadowhill Drive, Garland, TX 75043. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Auriette Lindsay 
7230 Anna #17 
Maplewood, MO 63143 


Mary Jo Fox 
9805 Fox Rest Lane 
Vienna, VA 22181 


John & Jeanine Hennig 
1860 H St. Road 
Blaine, WA 98230 


Leanne Wingo 


P. O. Box 2107 
Grand Canyon, AZ 86023 


*G.1. JOSEPH CAMPBELL.” 


Bn E THROUG 
Bibi COnBRT 


SOUTHERN ENCLAVE 
Cheree Cargill 

457 Meadowhill Drive 

Garland, TX 75043 
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